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GOVERNMENT SCHEME OF EDUCATION. 


AN APPEAL TO THE HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
GENTLEMEN,— 
If the course we take in thus addressing you be 
unusual, let the extraordinary nature of the occasion 
which impels us, be received as our excuse. 


You are about to be called upon by her Majesty’s 
Government, to decide by a single vote, in this the 
last session of the present Parliament, and within 
sight of its close, a question, the delicacy and diffi- 
culty of which, viewed from whatever point, it is 
scarcely within the bounds of possibility to exaggerate. 
You will be asked to settle off-hand, and without the 
formality of a bill, a matter of national policy about 
which your constituents are notoriously divided in 
opinion. You, the people’s representatives, deriving 
from them your authority, and responsible to them 
for your use of it, will be summoned to ratify, a few 
days before you render up your account, a plan of 
education, in the framing of which you have never 
been consulted, in the modification of which you are 
without voice, over the execution of which you are 
to have but a nominal control. A Committee of 
Privy Council, originally appointed by the Crown, has 
assumed, without deigning to seek your consent, the 
legislative functions of the Imperial Parliament, in 
matters pertaining to the education of the people, and 
the Prime Minister has announced his intention of 
appealing to you on Monday evening next, to give to 
that assumption the sanction of law. 


A larger surrender of power was never yet asked 
of the British House of Commons. A more daring 
demand upon your confidence, or your servility, was 
never yet made. To transfer to others your right to 
legislate, even on questions of trivial moment, and 
within a sphere at once narrow and well-defined, is 
an act which ought to originate with you, and be 
completed in strictest adherence to constitutional 
form. But to yield up at the first summons of a 
feeble Cabinet the boundless province of popular edu- 
cation—to forego your own right to discuss this vast- 
est of questions—to suffer the settlement of it to be 
quietly taken in hand by the Prerogative, its bearings 
laid down, its details arranged, and its relation to the 
great principles which surround it finally adjusted— 
will constitute a depth of voluntary self-abasement 
into which, it may be hoped, no lure of Government 
can entice you. Why gratuitously compromise your 
own dignity? What party necessity dictates this 
wanton abrogation of the power committed to your 
trust? What reason of State can be pleaded for de- 
grading the House of Commons, by depriving it of all 
part in educational legislation, save that of registering 
the decrees of the Committee of Council? Gentlemen, 
do you really mean to vote your House a nonentity 
in this affair? and, like children without a mind of 


their own, obey any menial who is stout enough to 
command you ? 


Although the plan developed in the Lansdowne 
Minutes were as perfect as human wisdom could make 
it, as impartial as its sponsors profess it to he, and as 
efficient for its pretended purpose as it will turn out 
worthless, no minister, placed in power by a vote of 
the House of Commons, could be justified in cava- 
lierly dispensing with your deliberate judgment upon 
it. It plants the seeds of a vast aaa change. The 


arguments put forward in its support are pertinent. 
on 


yon the assumption that it will work out that 
change—will substitute, to a large extent, the school- 
master for the policeman, the school for the prison, 
healthful prevention for painful cure. The policy 
which aims at such results is new in these realms, 
and, whether for weal or woe, must needs have an 
on bearing upon many interests. When it is 
added that the scheme recognizes the necessity of re- 
ligious culture, makes provisions to meet it, and 


thereby touches, at some point, the opinions, or pre- 


judices, or principles, of every ecclesiastical sect—that 
it creates an incalculable amount of petty patronage— 
and that, when fully carried out, it will entail upon 
the country an annual outlay representing a capital of 
some two score millions sterling—it may well strike 
you as monstrous that you should be asked to forego 
your undoubted right to discuss its principle, to ex- 
amine its parts, to erase, alter, amend, add, as a ques- 
tion of such breadth and novelty may seem to you to 
require. Lord John Russell thoughtlessly, or in cool 
presumption, puts a contemptuous slight upon your 
counsels in this matter. It remains for you to tell 
him, whether, in your judgment, he has rated your 
wisdom, your patriotism, and your dignity, at their 
proper worth. 

But, in truth, the plan which you will be requested 
to sanction or to reject by a single vote involves more 
than one principle which, after keen and repeated 
contests, you have solemnly repudiatec. By a short 
cut and a bye-road, the Whig Minister proposes to 
hurry back your policy to positions you have seen it 
necessary to abandon. He would have you to “ build 
up again that which you have destroyed ”—to unlearn 
maxims which modern statesmen have received as 
axiomatic—to reverse authoritative precedents—to 
stultify your own proceedings. A word or two may 
be requisite in proof of this assertion. 


Take the Minutes of Council, and trace the several 
steps by which it is arranged that a youth shall rise 
to public employment. At every successive stage, his 
religious knowledge and deportment are to be certified 
—in Dissenting schools, by the manager, after such 
examination as they may judge to be requisite—in 
Church-of-England schools, which will receive the 
lion’s share of the grant, by the parochial clergyman 
and inspector, after examination conducted every 
succeeding year with greater strictness, in the Cate- 
chism, the Liturgy, and the Scriptures. Now, here 
is the resuscitation of the spirit of the Test and Cor- 
poration Acts. ‘The State, in one of its most exten- 
sive departments of patronage, demands a religious 
qualification as a passport for office. Guagers, letter- 
carriers, clerks, as well as schoolm.asters, are hereafter 
to give proof of their attainments in theology, before 
they can hope for public employment. But, the 
principle, if good for subordinates, cannot be bad for 
superiors. The heavier the responsibility, the stronger 
must be the reason for requiring a guarantee of the 
kind here insisted on. That which is deemed essential 
to a good exciseman, cannot be esteemed needless in 
a Fir:t Commissioner or a Cabinet Minister. But are 
we to come to this? Is the State to inquire into the 
spiritual pretensions of its servants, as preliminary to 
any engagement of their services? Or, if investiga- 
tions of this kind are to be pushed in one province 
only, why is the distinction to be made? The re- 
gulation is a concession to ‘ecclesiastical demands, 
and offers a direct bounty to servility and hypocrisy. 
We thought the system to have been long since ex- 
ploded. Sure we are, it has been formally repudiated 
by both Houses of Parliament. And yet, the odious 
thing comes skulking back, to be shuffled, if pos- 
sible, once more into legislative recognition, by a 
mere money-vote in the House of Commons. 

There is another feature of this plan to which your 
attention may be property directed. The provisions 
which it makes for re/igious instruction, virtually re- 
vive State persecution for conscience’ sake. The un- 
believer, if he be sincere, stands excluded from all 
share of the benefit proposed to be conferred by this 
educational grant. Rumour says, that, with a view 
to purchase the support of Evangelical Churchmen 
and Wesleyans, Roman Catholics are, for the present, 
to be refused participation; and tht in schools under 
Government inspection the daily reading of the Scrip- 
tures, in the authorized version, is to constitute one 
of the conditions of State support. You have lately 
been engaged in removing from the statute-book nu- 
merous penal enactments to which the members of 
that communion were exposed. ‘So far back as 1829, 
you passed the famous Emancipation Bill, and ad- 
mitted Roman Catholics to senatorial and official 
eligibility. Are you about to retrace those steps ? 
Will you, even by a vote, the force of which will be 
but temporary, sanction once more the exclusion of 
this sect from rights enjoyed by the rest of their 
countrymen? Or will you be parties to a juggle, 
well understood on both sides, resorted to merely for 
saving an appearance of consistency in exclusiveness ? 
The Committee which engages to shut out Roman 
Catholics for a time, may also find it convenient to 
shut out both them and others altogether. And you 
—will you give into the hands of some half-dozen 


individuals a “ power of the keys” which you have 
renounced for yourselves? Were Lord John Russell 
to demand from you a vote tantamount to a declara- 
tion of belief in your own idiotcy, he would not offer 
you a more outrageous insult. 


_ But further. You have of late, by more than one 
important act, proclaimed your conviction that in- 
terests which cannot by their own vitality battle their 
way to a commanding position, are not to be nursed 
into efficiency and prosperity by state bounties. You 
have found that, just in proportion to the indulgence 
meted out to them by the legislature, all the motives 
which prompt improvement and invention are weak- 
ened in their tone. Practically, you have declared 
your past patronage of agriculture to have been a 
ah mistake—your attempts to foster commerce to 

ave proceeded on a fallacy—your favouritism to- 
wards any one class to have been the bane of that 
class. Before you have had time to rectify this error 
in all its existing modifications, you are invited to re- 
turn to it, in a matter as delicate as any which can 
come under your cognisance. But, have you any 
solid ground for expecting that state bounties will be 
more successful in securing a proportionably better 
cultivation of the mind than of the soil? If Govern- 
ment is admitted to be the worst of farmers, the worst 
of road makers, the worst of purveyors, how can you 
imagine that it will prove the best of schoolmasters ? 
Experience, so far as it goes, discourages the antici- 
pation. Your own proceedings have stigmatised it as 
uniformly delusive.. And if now, you are prepared.to 
say again that which in humiliation and penitence you 
but so recently unsaid, you ought, at least, to be 
allowed a fair opportunity of giving emphasis to your 
recantation, by reiterated discussions and repeated 
votes. 


And why should you allow yourselves to be thus 
dragged through the mire at the heels of the Whig 
Cabinet? Why may not the question remain over to 
a new Parliament? Why should you concede, at 
the expense, too, of your own character, your right of 
legislation toa body not under your control? Are 
you really driven into such a strait by the neces- 
sities of the case? Pray, disabuse your minds of any 
such delusion. You will be told, no doubt, of the 
educational destitution of the masses. You will be 
reminded of the force pent up in the old proverb, 
‘Prevention is better than cure.” Statistics of crime 
and ignorance will be paraded before you, and appeals 
made to your philosophy and your patriotism. But, 
after all, what will this plan do for the peor? It will 
not cheapen education to them one whit. The class 
which produces our hordes of criminals it will not 
even reach. For a while it may secure better instruc- 
tion to those already anxious to learn; but it will 
scarcely go beyond them. It will strengthen rich 
districts—it willleave poverty-stricken wastes unaided. 
This is no plan for purifying the moral atmosphere 
of our dense alleys, or our wretched huts. The 
Minutes make no provision for the myriads who 
cannot help themselves. ‘They offer increased com- 
fort to schoolmasters. They will excite expectation 
in the minds of es Hs scholars. But for 
the children of the overworked and ill-paid pea- 
santry or of the thousands who, in our towns, 
scarcely know how they live, they will do nothing. 
The whole thing is but a gorgeous pretence—a splen- 
did lie—a show of compassionate generosity which 
does not exist. The direction in which it will operate, 
so far as it operates at all, will not be across the ordi- 
nary path to the gaol. It will not clothe the ragged 
—nor wash the filthy—nor civilize the savage—nor 
rescue childhood from the diabolical tuition of vice. 
No! ‘The policeman will be as much needed as ever 
when this plan is diffusing all its virtue. The lowest 
stratum of society, out of which crawl our thieves and 
prostitutes, will scarcely so much as hear that Govern- 
ment is intent on providing for all classes of the poor 
the invaluable blessing of a sound moral and religious 
etlucation—or, if perchance they hear it, it will bring 
no glad tidings to them. 


The real truth is, these Minutes are the spawn of 
ecclesiastical craft. They are designed to a 
dissent. ‘They create a supplementary Church Esta- 
blishment. ‘They put fresh influence into the hands 
of the clergy. And should you, the representatives 
of the cate sanction by your vote on the 19th this 
sham provision for the education of the poor, you 
will, besides stultifying yourselves by a renunciation 
of recently-adopted principles, inflict a terrible blow 
upon civil and religious freedom, without gaining for 
your country a single substantial advantage 1n return. 
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British ANTI-sTATE-cHURCH Association. —TRIEN- 
NIAL CoNFERENCE.—We understand that Delegates to 
this Conference are already appointed from Birming- 
ham, Bristol, Boston, Bolton, Burslem, Barnstaple ; 
Coleford, Chepstow, Cambridge; Darwen, Derby ; 
Edinburgh, Ealing, Emsworth ; Geddington, Guilsbo- 
rough; Hanley, Huntingdon, Hull; Kettering ; Lyd- 
ney, Leeds, London and the Metropolitan Boroughs! 
Missenden, Musselburgh, Manchester; Narberth, New 
Basford, Newport Pagnell, Norwood; Southminster, 
Swavesey, Sutterton, Scarborcugh, Salisbury, Sheffield ; 
Tipton, Tring, Tredegar and Sirhowy (South Wales) ; 
Winsford, Wrexham ; Alton (Hants); Blockley (Wor- 
cester); Bramley (Yorkshire); Leicester, Market 
Harborough, Newport (Salop), and Northampton, and 
several other places. Cards of Admission, we believe, 
are now ready for issue, and application for Members’ 
Tickets should be made at the offices of the Society, 
Warwick-square, before the 16th instant. 


British ANTI-8TATE-CHURCH ASSOCIATION.—TRIEN- 
NIAL CONFERENCE.—A general meeting of Sunday- 
School teachers will be held on Wednesday evening, 
April 14, 1847, at 8 o'clock, in the school-room, Bap- 
tist chapel, South-Parade, Leeds, for the purpose of 
appointing delegates to attend the above Conference, 
to be held in London on the 4th of May; and a meet- 
ing of the members of the Anti-state-church Associa- 


tion is announced for the week following for the same 
purpose. 


Tue Late Soirse at Norwicu.—Tus Tory Press 
AND Dissenters.—The Norfolk Chronicle in comment- 
ing on the late soirée at Norwich, says :—‘‘ We cordiall 
agree with him (Mr. Miall) in all he advances with 
rite to first ascertaining what principles are true, 
and then to adhere to those principles under any cir- 
cumstances. When Mr. Miall was making this elo- 
quent and forcible appeal to his hearers, we should 
think their consciences must have whispered to them 
how miserably, of late, the Dissenters had violated what 
they asserted to be the only true principle,—a principle 
which they pledged themselves to carry out,—and that, 
in the person of this very Mr. Miall. We cannot con- 
ceive how Dissenters can hear the name of Miall pro- 
nounced,—much more how they could listen to his 
impressive address,— without feeling their cheeks man- 
tle with the burning blush of shame, when they re- 
flected that, at Southwark—having pledged themselves 
to’vote for no supporter of the Maynooth grant; and 
when Mr. Miall presented himself before them, as the 
opponent of that grant, with Sir William Molesworth 
on the other, who supported it, (and who is also, we 
believe, in favour of endowing the Roman Catholic 
priesthood) very many of the Dissenters voted for the 
latter. Such was the Dissenting adherence to principle ! 
We would call the attention of the friends of the Church 
to the plan developed in the proceedings to which we 
are alluding for carrying on the dissenting agitation ; 
and we ask Should not Churchmen combine and 
organize to oppose it ?”’ 


ANTI-8TATE-CHURCH MovemMENT, Newport PAGNELL, 
Bucxs.—This is thie age of enlightened principle and 
growing activity. ‘The Anti-corn-law league has 
scarcely ceased from its beneficial labours ; and now 
the Anti-state-church principle, the antagonist of epis- 
copal tyranny in every form, and the precursor of entire 
religious liberty, is developing itself in all directions. 
In consequence of a lecture lately delivered here by Mr. 
Kingsley, B.A., not a few members, considering all cir- 
cumstances, have been obtained in a very short period, 
and they are now happily in a condition to send dele- 
ates to the approaching conference of the association. 

‘he times, more than ever, demand the annihilation of 
the unhallowed union of Church and State. And it is 
hoped, by the insertion of this, tradesmen and me- 
chanics, inhabitants of towns, where Churchism is pre- 
valent, and the influential Dissenters indifferent to the 
pretensions of a dominant Establishment, will be ex- 
cited to courage and action; let others do what they 
may.’ —From a Correspondent, 


Westsury. — Seizure ror CHURCH-RATEs, — On 
Thursday last, James Burgess and William James, 
constable and appraiser of Westbury, took from the 
shop of Mr. John Wilkins 864lbs. of cheese, worth 63d. 
pe | aang to pay a church-rate of 5s. 114d., demanded 

y Henry Ludlow, Esq., churchwarden of Westbury, 
and objected to by Mr. Wilkins from the circumstances 
of his not attending the church, and being conscien- 
tiously es ar to many of its doctrines, its formularies, 
and much of its discipline. Objecting to pay a church- 
rate is an expensive kind of liberty, inasmuch as 
William Stancomb, Esq., of Trowbridge, and Nathaniel 
Barton, Esq., of Corsley (the magistrates), ordered the 
objector to pay an additional 6s. 6d. for its indulgence. 
The cheese was sold on Saturday last, and none of the 
proceeds have been returned as yet. Such are the pro- 
ceedings sanctioned by the Church of England. Is it 
to be wondered at that people inquire, Is this Church 
of England a Church of Christ >— Wilts Independent. 


A New Court GuipE BY THE Bisnor or Lonpon.— 
** Divine Service,” says the Court Circular, ‘* was per- 
formed yesterday (Maundy Thursday) in the Chapel 
Royal, St. James's, and the Bishop of London held a 
confirmation of the juvenile nobility and gentry.” Our 
respected contemporary has been guilty of an important 
omission, which, we trust, will not subject him to the 
loss of episcopal patronage. He ought to have stated, 
in addition, that the Lord Bishop was about to prepare 
a “Court Guide to the study of the Holy Scriptures 
and the practice of Christianity.’’ ‘This valuable work 
will show the necessity of having the ordinances of the 
Church, such as contirmetion, celebrated separately for 
the “‘juvenilenobility and gentry,”” who might otherwise 
be brought into contaminating contact with carpenters, 
fishermen, tent-makers, and people of that class.—Jer- 
rold’s Newspaper. 
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THE MIRROR OF PARLIAMENT. 


THE ARMY AND THE NAVY. 
The House of Commons re-assembled on Monday, 
after the Easter recess. 
On the motion that the House go into Committee ot 
Supply, 
ir Howarp Dovetas called the attention of the 
House to the case of medical officers, surgeons, and 
paymasters of regiments, who had not been included in 
the warrant issued in July, 1846, with a view to secur- 
ing an ‘‘improved retirement” to all officers of the 
regimental staff. Mr. Fox Mau ez thought that a much 
stronger case should be made out than had been pre- 
sented by the honourable and gallant gentleman, to in- 
duce the Government to depart from the warrant in 
question. The House might rely upon it that the 
Government would pay that attention to all officers 
connected with the service, which was consistent with 
the finances of the country. After a few words from 
Mr. Hume and Colonel Linpsay, the subject was 
dropped. 
Sir De Lacy Evans then, after drawing the attention 
of the House to a comparison between the military and 
naval expenditure of France and that of this country, 


in refutation of the assertions frequently made by Mr. 


Hume and others, to the effect that this country was 
unnecessarily extravagant in reference to these two 
services, and ufter quoting Mr. M‘Culloch, to show that 
it was erroneous to place the soldier and sailor in the 
category of non-productive persons, called attention to 
the Treasury regulation respecting ration stoppages in 
the colonies, to the propriety of amending the 72nd 
clause of the Mutiny Act; to the claims of old Penin- 
sular officers who had sold their commissions, to the 
medal to be granted for that war, and to a variety of 
other matters connected with service, and embodied 
in eight additional propositions, and concluded 
by moving an address to her Majesty, praying 
that she might be graciously pleased to direct an 
impartial inquiry into all these matters, with a view to 
the correction of the abuses connected with them should 
such correction appearexpedient. ‘lhe honourable and 
gallant gentleman entered into elaborate details in sup- 
port of each proposition, which he presented to the 
House ; his speech embodying a great mass of com- 
plaints in connexion with the service, which he thought 
it necessary to redress. 

Mr. Fox Mavute would refrain from following the 
honourable and gallant gentleman through all the 
topics which he had introduced into his speech, and 
which comprehended almost every species of complaint 
that had ever been made in the House in connexion 
with the service. He would remind the honourable 
and gallant gentleman, however, that a very great deal 
had been recently done to improve the condition of 
every department of the army, and begged to suggest 
to him that it was inexpedient whilst the Government 
was doing all that lay in its power consistently with 
the financial state of the country, to place the army, 
in all its ranks and grades, upon a better footing than 
heretofore, to ride a willing horse, if not to death, at 
least until he could go no further. 

The conversation was continued by Colonel Lrinpsay, 
Mr. Hume, and Mr. WILL1AMs, after which the motion 
was not persevered in. 

Captain Pecue.t then observed at some length upon 
the employment of several of our ships of war for the 
suppression of the slave-trade upon the west coast of 
Africa, with a view of ascertaining whether the 
squadron so employed had been successful in the 
object for which it was kept in the African coast. He 
then adverted to the difficulties which sometimes arose 
from the joint capture of slavers by ships appertaining to 
the combined squadrons of England, France, and the 
United States, and wished to know if any information 
had been received by the Admiralty, in reference to 
these difficulties. He next briefly drew the attention 
of the House to the extortion practised by the officers 
of some of the Vice-Admiralty Courts in the colonies, 
in connexion with the condemnation and sale of slavers, 
adducing instances of such extortion, which he de- 
nounced as barefaced robberies, from which he be- 
sought the Admiralty to protect our sailors engaged in 
these captures. 

Mr. Warp observed that no information had reached 
the Admiralty in reference to any difficulties arising 
from the joint capture of slavers. Indeed, no such cap- 
ture was likely to be made, inasmuch as different sta- 
tions on the African coast were occupied by the differ- 
ent squadrons, As to the extortionate conduct of the 
officers of the Admiralty courts, complained of by the 
honourable and gallant gentleman, no complaints had 
recently been made to the Admiralty of such conduct. 
As to the period for which ships were in future to serve 
upon the station in question, he deemed it proper to in- 
form the House that it was intended hereafter to limit 
their maximum time of service to two years. 

The House then went into Committee of Supply upon 
the Navy Estimates, whereupon 

Mr. Wit.iams called the attention of the committee 
and Government to the inefficient state of many of the 
ships in the service, and inveighed against the yearly 
increasing estimates for the naval departments, which 
he mainly attributed to the gross jobbing which took 
place in the dockyards, and to the extravagant expen- 
diture of which they were the scene. 

Lord IncrstreE agreed with the honourable and gal- 
lant gentleman, that in some instances our dockyards 
had been the scene of gross and wasteful expenditure, 
and complimented the Government on the efforts which 
they were making to put an end to an extravagance 
which was a drain upon the Exchequer, and a detri- 
ment to the service. 

Mr. Warp would not enter into the vexata questio of 
ship-building, on which such a diversity of opinion 
appeared to prevail, but intimated that the suggestions 
of the noble lord embraced points which were already 
receiving the anxious attention of the Government, 

Sir C. Narrer was rejoiced to find that the House 
had at length become really alarmed at the extrav:- 
gance in question, and at the faults which prevailed in 
the different dockyards of the kingdom, criticised the 
construction of many of the vessels in the service, both 
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afloat and in dock, and insisted upon the necessity of 
submitting plans in future to the committee of construc. 
tion, and abiding by their decision. | 

On the vote for naval stores coming up, 

Mr. Hume took occasion to express his regret also, at 
the abolition of the schools of naval architecture, since 
which abolition he maintained that our dockyard sys- 
tem had been one enormous and continued abuse, and 
insisted upon the removal of Sir W. Symonds from the 
office of Surveyor of the Navy, on the ground of his 
inefficiency, proved by the fact that not one ship that 
he had ever launched was correct in its floatage and 
other points, or was in a state to go tO sea without al- 
teration and repairs, the cost of which sometimes 
equalled one-quarter, and even one-half the original 
cost of the vessels. 

Captain Berke.Ley did not rise to defend Sir W., 
Symonds or his plan of ship-building, but he could not 
hear him so unequivocally condemned without expresgs- 
ing in the House what he conceived to be due to a 
meritorious officer. If he had failed in some of his line 
of battle ships, it should be remembered that he had 
introduced a system of building into the navy, which, 
after all, the committee of construction alluded to had 
done nothing more than to modify. 

The remaining votes were then agreed to. 


{ Advertisement. ] 


SPANISH-TOWN, JAMAICA. 
To the Editor of the Nonconformist. 


Sir,—The letter in your journal of March 17th last, bearing 
the signature of Thomas Dowson, is declared by him to be 
a full and faithful history “contained in a mere outline, 
embracing all the most prominent and important features 
of this very painful transaction, written to warn and cau- 
tion Mr. Fletcher and his friends, against prolonging a 
hopeless struggle.’ This communication, with Mr. Dow- 
son's name, bearing the same date, and having a very strik- 
ing family likeness, may be considered as the twin brother 
of ‘‘ Conservator’s ’’ production, and therefore, the answer 
which you inserted on March 3lst, may be referred to, as a 
reply to much of this second effusion of a common feeling, 
sent to us by persons in Jamaica, leagued together and 
compacted against Mr. Phillippo. But there are some pas- 
sages in the second letter, requiring especial notice, because 
they elucidate and confirm what was advanced in reply to 
** Conservator.”’ 

This historian relates, in words very similar to those of 
his solicitor, that, after giving ‘‘ due public notice, an elec- 
tion was held.”” The faithful historian does not call it a 
church-meeting ; he substitutes ambiguity for truth, and he 
says, that ‘out of a church consisting, at the utmost, of 
sixteen to seventeen hundred members, thirteen hundred 
recorded their votes in my favour.”’ He reiterates what 
‘‘Conservator’’ has declared,—‘‘ Not a vote was recorded for 
Mr. Phillippo: he held aloof entirely.”” Such is the account 
given by Mr. Dowson, which, although neither “ full nor 
faithful,” has, nevertheless, some ‘‘important features” 
prominently demanding notice, and leading to this inquiry. 
If the number of the members, *‘at the utmost,” did not 
exceed sixteen hundred, and if, as has been stated, more 
than one thousand “kept aloof’’ with Mr. Phillippo (and 
far more than that number did so), every one of whom un- 

uestionably was at that time a member in communion with 
the church at Spanish Town, who then, and what, were the 
thirteen hundred who did record their votes? Their cha- 
racter, and relation to each other and to the church, may be 
learned by a reference to the manner in which they were 
gathered, as stated in my letter of the dlst of March. But, 
Sir, our attention must not be diverted from Mr. Dowson. 
He asserts tnat “‘ Mr. Phillippo claims the right of voting in 
behalf of members, communicants and adherents of other 
and distant churches.’’ Mr. Dowson, following Conservator, 
alludes to those chapeds noticed in the reply to him as being 
STATIONS, not churches. Mr Dowson says, “the simple 
object contended for by the Spanish-Town Baptists is the 
right of choosing their own minister.” 

It might not have suited Mr. Dowson’s purpose to have 
used the common phrase, for had he said the members of the 
Church in Spanish Town claimed the right, two questions 
must have inevitably presented themselves: Is the Pastor- 
ate vacant? and has Mr. Phillippo resigned? No Dissen- 
ter will deny the right of a church to choose, but every 
one will admit, that the right of choice upon a vacancy 
dves not supersede the right of possession vested in 
a pastor. But let us not interrupt this true wit- 


ness, who goes on to say, ‘“‘the people expressed their 


discontent; the deacons and leaders interfered; they 
claimed the right, on the part of the members, to decide 
which of the two should continue in the pastorate; this 
claim Mr. Phillippo resisted,” and then, what followed? 
(1 avoid the intrusion of any comment: I entreat every one 
to refer to Mr. Dowson’s own account, and not to depend 
upon my necessary abbreviation, there they will hear from 
Mr. Dowson what followed :) he says, *‘ that the church then 
divided, and a very | rge majority immediately placed 
themselves under my minis'ry.”’ Surely, then, being divided, 
they followed the usage of our churches, sought another 
location, and, with the minister of their choice, formed 
a new church, leaving their former brethren and sis- 
ters to hold communion and fellowship in their own 
chapel in peace. Oh, no, Mr. Editor, they did no 
such thing. Hear Mr. Dowson in continuation. He pro- 
tests against ‘‘Mr. Fletcher sitting in judgment upon 
the testimony of an avowed enemy.” Let his readers, com- 
—— men, members of churches, let them try Mr. 

owson by his own testimony. He says, ‘‘ the Church 
having divided,” the large majority who had * placed them- 
selves under my miuistry,’’ their next step “‘ was,” what? 
Where, I ask, did this self-separated swarm of active 
labourers settle down? where did they hive? Mr. Dowson 
says, ‘‘ they placed themselves in the hands of a respect- 
able solicitor,’ Mr. Anderson to wit, ‘‘ and by Ais advice a 
new trust-deed was formed in the name of the surviving 
trustee ;’’ a deed, be itremembered, to turn Mr. Phillippo out 
of possession of the mission property and give the chapel to 
Mr, Dowson, through his colleague, the surviving trustee, 
Mr. Harry. Now Mr. Dowson’s judges have the fact under 
his own hand, that the people, with himself at their head, as 
their chosen minister, did this. Mark, and pass not un- 
heeded by, the guarded, the artful phraseology in which 
this tale is told, and then turn to the commencement of 
Mr. Dowson’s letter. ‘Turn to the paragraph in which he 
tirst charges me with ‘* two very gross misstatements,” and 
then soleunly declares, ‘‘l never concocted nor had any- 
thing (o do with the concoction of any trust deed.” It 1 had 
not ueretofore been compelled to wade through Mr. Dow- 
son’s various affidavits in the Court of Chancery, in 
Jumaica, my mind might have been startled here, and 
have betrayed unbecoming emotion, but the perusal of 
those affidavits has rendered me insensible to every feeling, 
except heartfelt pity for the man who thus has exhibited 
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himself the active agent to such a cause. I leave him to 
the judgment of others. | 

Mr. Dowson advises me to use a little personal inquiry 
at the Mission-house ; long, numerous, and painful, have 
been m jeter applications there ; but such writers 
as Mr. Dowson and his solicitor, by awakening, as they have 
done, the public mind to the contemplation of the character 
and interest of the denomination, as implicated in this 
matter, will induce an inquiry and compel a disclosure of 
what has passed. This is not the time nor the place for 
me to make it by starting questions, to which, however, 
I am ready to answer whenever I shall be duly called upon. 
I doubt not, that the firmness of those, with whom, as Mr. 
Phillippo’s committee, I am acting, will enable them openly 
and honestly, to assist in the development of these mys- 
terious and mischievous proceedings. 

Mr. Dowson makes a short allusion to the Vice-Chancel- 
lor, who, he says, ‘‘ partly granted the injunction applied 
for ;”” he cautiously avoids informing the public that inyunc- 
tion. But his own conduct as connected with it is narrated 
in the reply to ‘‘ Conservator.” 

And now, Mr. Editor, I leave Mr. Dowson to the effects 
of his own work, aided by the sentence passed upon him by 
the missionaries in Jamaica, which is copied in the case, 
and is referred to in your paper of the 3lst March. 

I submit what I have written to the solemn consideration, 
and the writer to the judgment, of the members of the 
Baptist denomination, whose interests are deeply involved 
in what has been thus brought before them. 


JOSEPH FLETCHER. 
Union Dock, Limehouse, April 7th, 1847. 


Tue Lorpds AND THE Ministry.—Are Ministers, we 
wonder, aware of what is going on? Do they know 
what is in the contemplation of at least a goodly por- 
tion of the Conservatives in the upper House? If not, 
it is high time they did. Mischief is brewing. Des- 
perate deeds are talked of by all, and meditated by some 
of the Irish peers. It has been the subject of grave dis- 
cussion among the party, whether Lord Stanley ought 
not to propose in the Lords the same amendment as 
that which was brought forward by Lord George ben- 
tinck in the Commons, and which was within an ace of 
being carried—an amendment, having for its object to 
transfer the burthen of supporting the pauper population 
of Ireland, from the landlords to the occupying tenants. 
—Morning Advertiser. 


Tue Lorp-Lizutenant of a Scottish county, and a 
member of the Scotch Peerage, has suddenly absconded, 
leaving behind him a mass of bills and securities bear- 
ing the forged names of his own son and other relatives. 
The signatures have been repudiated by the respective 
parties. It is reported that large amounts of charity 
funds are involved in this wreck of the party in ques- 
tion.—Daily News. 

Lovenporoven Law Again! — According to the 
common law of the land, the taking and carrying away 
of a ferret, even if a tame ferret, is not a felony—not an 
offence which must be sent for trial at a quarter ses- 
sions, or assize; and most benches of petty sessions, and 
most clerks to such benches, act upon the common law. 
At Loughborough, however, the bench and their clerk 
choose to act upon their own law ; and, accordingly, the 
Rev. John Dudley commits a man for trial for stealing 
a live tame ferret, an animal which the law considers one 
of those wild and unclean creatures not deserving of the 
same amount of protectionas cows, and horses, and sheep, 
or even pigs. As soon as the prisoner and the indict- 
ment reach Leicester the mistake is discovered, and the 
Chairman of Quarter Sessions has to direct the jury to 
ignore the bill, which the jury do; and much laughing 
follows the announcement. Might not the Chairman of 
Quarter Sessions reasonably memorialize the Home Se- 
cretary fo: his opinion whether a ‘sound discretion ”’ 
was exercised in this case by the Loughborough bench 
or their clerk ?—Leicester Mercury. fe 


ALL OVER WITH THE GaME-LAWs.—That the game- 
laws, in their present shape, cannot be long maintained, 
is obvious, even to the most ardent game preserver. 
Indeed, the evidence of the supporters of the game-laws 
has, perhaps unwittingly to the witnesses, proved com- 
pletely condemnatory of their cherished system. More- 
over, every day furnishes some new instance of the 
strong feeling against the game system which exists in 
the public mind, ‘Thus we find, in a Wiltshire paper, 
under the head of ‘*A Noble Example,’’ that Lord 
Harry Vane, M.P., who has recently feceine the pro- 
prietor of a great portion of the land in Ashton Keynes, 
has authorized his tenants to destroy, “in what manner 
they think proper, the rabbits on their respective farms.” 
So we learn from Derbyshire, that the Duke of Devon- 
shire has gone a step further, having “ ordered all the 
hares to be destroyed on his grace’s domain about 
Chatsworth.” But the noblest example—nay, the only 
rational and honest course—for the adoption of land- 
Owners, is to give their tenants full permission to kill 
game, without any reservation or condition whatever. 
We suspect the day is not far distant when it will be 
an indispensable qualification in candidates for counties, 
that they do noé preserve game. We have reason to 
know that, in one county at least, the farmers are mak- 
ing preparations to contest the representation with the 
Squires, by merging many shades of political opinion, 
in order to support an anti-game-law candidate. Let 
this be only once commenced with spirit, and the ex- 
ample will be followed. There is another class of cases 
which mark the current of opinion on the game ques- 
tion: we mean such as show the administration of the 


game-laws. For instance, take the following, from 
Oxfordshire :— 


THE Gamg-Laws.—The Secretary of State has released 
John Baker and John Hunt from Oxford gaol. They were 
committed from the petty sessions at Woodstock, on a 
game-law charge preferred by Elliott, head gamekeeper for 
the Duke of Marlborough. At the last petty sessions Elliott 
oe a game-law charge against Thomas Herbert, of 
Handborough, labourer, but it could not be proceeded with, 
in consequence of one of the two magistrates present refus- 
ing toact. This magistrate, T. Thornhill, Esq., said, ‘I 
Should be glad to see a discharge sent in every case of game- 
law conviction.” 

In this sentiment we believe that nine-tenths of the 
people of this country, not interested in game preserves, 
will entirely concur. Yet there are more than 4,000 


§ame-law convictions annually in England and Wales. 
—Daily News. | | 
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ITALY. 
PorvuLaRitY oF THE Pors.—Another popular demon- 


stration of affection for Pius the Ninth has taken place 
at Rome. The 25th of March being the Festival of the 
Annunciation, the Pope was to hold a Capella Papale at 
the Piazza di Minerva, whither he was to proceed in 
rand state. A rumour had been industriously circu- 
ated by the retrograde party that the Pontiff would be 
molested by the populace. On the mere report of one 
of his chamberlains, however, that the people were 
friendly, the Pope proceeded on his route amidst shouts 
of ‘Courage! holy father ; trust to your people.” The 
news of this affair got wind during the ceremony in the 
church; and deputations were hastily formed from the 
pupils of La Sapienza, the members of the commercial 
club, and the nobles, who hurried to the Piazza di 
Minerva, and formed two dense hedges from that to the 
Quirinal, between which the procession returned amidst 
the most enthusiastic cries from the populace. On ar- 
riving at the Quirinal Palace, his Holiness presented 
himself on the balcony to thank his affectionate people : 
rt by a spontaneous movement, the multitude 
dropped on their knees and received the Papal benedic- 
tion ; after which they separated quietly. 


Tue Epict concERNING THE Press is described to be 
“‘a dead letter’’: the several journals had reappeared 
on the 28th March, without any Government stamp, 
and the new law was understood to be suspended for the 
present year; in other words, it would be allowed at 
once to become a dead letter. 


UNITED STATES AND MEXICO. 

THERE have been two arrivals from New York this 
week ; the latest date being the 15th of March. The 
news is not important. 

Colonel Benton had declined to proceed to Mexico 
with the mere title of Major-General in the army, In 
order that his reasons might be known to the world, he 
had published a correspondence on the subject between 
the President and himself. On the 6th of March, the 
Colonel writes a letter to the President, in which he 
stipulates for full powers, both military and diplomatic, 
‘‘the command of the army, and authority to sign pre- 
liminaries of peace.’’ Without this full authority, he 
could do no gond: indeed, his presence would be mis- 
ch. vous, because it is well known he disapproves of 
the plans both of the late and present Commanders ; 
and his presence would be an implied censure on the 
Generals. With these full powers, he was * willing to 
make the sacrifices and incur the responsibilities of 
this high command.’’ Mr. Polk replies, on the 9th 
of March, that he had carefully examined the question 
whether he possessed the power to ‘‘designate’’ Colonel 
Benton — a junior Major-General —to the supreme 
commahd. ‘The result of this examination is, I am 
constrained to say, a settled conviction on my mind 
that such power has not been conferred upon me by the 
existing laws.’’ ‘The President, ‘fully sensible of the 
exalted patriotism’’ which could “ alone’’ induce Colonel 
Benton ‘* to make the persenal sacrifices’ required by 
the assumption of the command, still expresses a faint 
hope that he will be content without the plenary autho- 
rity. ‘To this letter the Colonel replies by ‘ declining 
to accept the appointment of Major-General in the 
army.’’ 

The news from Mexico continues very meagre. The 
only military intelligence of a positive character is the 
continuance of the preparations at the island of Lobos 
for the attack on Vera Cruz. ‘There were rumours of 
an engagement at Saltillo between Santa Anna’s army 
and General Taylor’s division, in which the former 
were defeated. ‘The news, however, is wanting in 
authenticity. 

From New Mexico, the reports of Colonel Doniphan’s 
victory near El Paso over the Mexican force, and of his 
having marched to Chihuahua, are confirmed. 

There are accounts from Oregon and California. The 
British surveying-vessels, ‘‘ Herald’ and ‘ Pandora,”’ 
which had been at work during the summer on the sur- 
vey of the Oregon coast, arrived at Panama in January. 
They left the American flag flying at San Francisco in 
Upper California. Commodore Stockton had made an 
attack on the town of Guaymos; and the fire of the 
squadron levelled it with the ground. 


SPAIN. 
ExruLsion or THE CAMARILLA.—The new Cabinet 
has signalized the commencement of its administration 
by an act of no small boldness and difficulty—an act 


which, whatever its real motives may be, will receive 


general approbation. It has broken up the notorious 
Camarilla, which has so long disgraced the palace of 
Queen Isabella, and the scandal of whose intrigues has 
filled Europe with astonishment and disgust. The 
Marchioness De Santa Cruz is no longer Camarera 
mayor to the Queen, Don Pedro Egana has ceased to be 
intendant of the palace, M. De Rubianes is deprived of 
the command, and Colonel Guizos of the lieutenancy 
of the halberdiers, and the Count De Cumbres-Altas 
has been forced to give up the key of the premier ecuyer 
cavalcadour. This good work was consummated on the 
3rd instant, and immediately communicated to the 
parties in question. Notwithstanding their formal dis- 
missal, they went on the 4th to the Queen's apartments, 
and commenced the ordinary duties of their different 
situations, as if nothing had happened. Upon being 
remonstrated with, they replied that they had been 
placed in their respective posts by the Queen- Mother, 
and that neither the Queen nor the Ministers had a 
right to turn them out. ‘The Marchioness of Santa 
Cruz and the Count De Cumbres-Altas are said to have 
gone so far in their remonstrances with the Queen her- 
self as to be grossly insulting to her Majesty. In these 
circumstances the Queen was obliged to send for her 
Ministers. ‘The affair was ultimately arranged as fol- 
lows :—M. Egana and M. Rubianes consented to sur- 
render their places at discretion; the Count De 
Cumbres-Altas was deprived of his, and, moreover, 
ordered to depart for Valencia, to which place he was 
sent off at once under a guard of soldiers; and the 
Marchioness of Santa Cruz capitulated with the 
honours of war. She evacuated her place, but retains { 
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her salary. The Gazette publishes a royal decree, ‘‘ re- 
moving from M. Olozaga all responsibility which might 
hang over him in consequence of the dec aration which 
the Queen had thought proper to sign on the Ist of 
December, 1843,” and directing Ministers to forward to 
him the necessary eg rts to enable him to return to 
Spain to perform his Parliamentary duties, General 
Narvaez was positively to proceed as Ambassador to 
Paris, and M. Manuel de las Heras was to accompan 

him as First Secretary of Legation. It was considere 

certain that the new Minister of Finance would order 
the resumption of the sale of the property of the church, 


and apply the proceeds to the settlement of the debt 
and the dotation of the clergy. 


_——- _—_ —— <——--* 
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LOSS OF THE STEAM-SHIP “ TWEED,” 
MELANCHOLY LOSS OF LIFE. 

The arrival of the ‘‘ Avon” royal mail-steamer, from 
the West Indies on Thursday, brings the melancholy 
details of the wreck of the “ Tweed: mail-steamer, the 
loss of seventy-two passengers, the sufferings of the 
survivors, and their final rescue. ‘The story, written by 
@ survivor, is one of the most impressive in the annals 
cf marine disaster. We must abridge it greatly, to get 
itinto ourspace; but we will endeavour to retain the most 
essential portions of the text. 


The ** Tweed” was a vessel of 1,800 tons burden and 
500 horse power. It left Havannah early on the 9th of 
February, for Mexico, having on board sixty-two pas- 
sengers, including two ladies and a female servant; a 
crew, including otlicers, engineers, and stewardess, to 
the number of eighty-nive; in all, 151 souls, The 
commander was Mr, Parsons, a master of much experi- 
ence in the royal navy. ‘The cargo comprised the mails 
from England, 1,115 bottles of quicksilver valued at 
£18,000, other packages, and a large quantity of coals 
for a Queen's steamer at Vera Cruz. ‘The ship was 
deep in the water. About noon, on Wednesday the 
10th of February, the wind began to freshen, aud the 
night closed in black and stormy, with thunder and 
much lightning. On Thursday the weather was dark 
and rough; no solar observation could be taken, 


About half-past three on the morning of Friday the 
12th, while the commander was pacing the deck, and 
the ship was under full steam, with sails set, one of 
the look-out men exclaimed, ** Breakers ahead!”" ‘The 
engines were put back, and the helm was turned hard 
a-starboard ; but the ship went on shead, and grounded, 
The writer ot the narrative jumped out of bed, snatched 
some clothes, and ran on deck; and through the gloom 
he saw the line of white breakers ahead, stretching away 
right and left. Mr. Parsons was asked—‘* What dan- 
ger, captain?’ He replied—** Never fear, she's going 
astern, ’ 

‘‘He must have meant the engines; for the ship herself 
never did, as in a few seconds more she went crash on the 
reef, She went over a little to leeward on first striking ; 
then uprighted; and being raised by the swell, the wag 
scarcely off her yet, she again crashed on the rocks with all 
her weight. This seemed fairly to dash her whole bottom 
in, sending the machineiy, boilers, and funnel, up with a 
jerk some inches.’’ The engines stopped, the steam escap- 
ing in clouds. The passengers and crew now crowded on 
deck, some almost naked, and but few dressed. ‘‘ On strik- 
ing the second time, the ship swung broad (port) side on _ 
the reef, and then fell over to windward. ‘The sea then 
struck her, carrying away in a moment, as if they were 
feathers, the cutter, mail-boat, and dingy astern. She 
then reeled to leeward, and back to windward: each time 
the timbers underneath being heard to tear, crash, and give 
way witha fearful grating noise. The next sea dashed away 
the starboard paddie-box bvat.”’ 

“The scene at this time was truly awful! The night was 
very dark, and piercing cold, Kverywhere might be seen 
individuals clinging with all their strength, some to the 
masts, others to the sides, skylights, seats, boats and rig- 
ging; the sea making a breach over all. Below, where all 
was dark, there seemed awful disorder: the lower decks 
breaking up; the bulkheads, cabins, furniture, &c., washing 
about; and screams of people in distress! Oh, it was fear- 
ful! and being without power to assist made it worse. At 
this time I was near the captain, and said, ‘ What is to be 
done?’ He said calmly, ‘ Hold on till daylight, if possible 
as 1 hope she will keep together till then.’’’ The fu: nel 
fell over to windward, ‘The masts were seen to shake like 
willows, and Mr. Parsons called for ** a knife,”’ to cut them 
away: nobody had one; until at last something like a 
penknife” was found, the lanyards were cut, and the masts 
went over. ‘The two remaining boats on the lee-side, al- 
ready filled with people, could not be moved, and could not 
have lived. No one knew where the ship was, but supposed 
it to be off the coast of Yucatan. ‘The vessel was breaking 
away under the feet, no land in sight; and sume might be 
heard uttering short prayers. Half an hour after the first 
alarm, the ship broke to pieces. ‘Ihe boats were lowered, 
and drifted astern; but they were without oars, and had 
been much damaged when swinging at the ship's side full 
of men. ‘‘ One more sea sent ali the after-part of the ship, 
boats and all, flying in a thousand pieces; and all that had 
remained on it were scattered ia the sea, ‘Lhe writer re- 
collects being seated, with the captain and a few others, on 
a part of the ship's side to which the netting was attached, 
with the water up to our breasts. A fearful cry was heard 
and the captain said, ‘Oh, these poor men in the boats, 
they are gone! God have mercy on them!’ All was suill. 
[un a moment more, it seemed as if’ tons of broken wood 
were hurled on the top ot us, and we were scattered and 
buried beneath the waves. ‘Then came a. fearful choking 
struggle with death—the prayer to God, thoughts of home, 
and struggles for life, all at the same moment !”’ 


. 

People clung to pieces of thé wreck, and were thrown 
about at random in the boiling waves, until some, like 
the writer of the narrative, found themselves in rather 
smoother water. Somebody cried out that he could 
feel the bottom, 


‘Tt was joyful news to hear him say he saw many peo le 
scattered about, standing on the wreck, which had grounded 
inside the surf, It was then about 4.30 am. A few of 
us crawled off the piece of wreck which had saved us; but 
the injured clung to it till a little daylight appeared, when 
they also crept on shore—no, not on shore, but on the reef, 
among wreck, water, and stones. When daylight fairly 
came, what a fearful picture was presented to our eyes 
For at least a mile vena the edge of the reef, ins ide th 
breakers, nothing was to be seen but wreck, piled up sever 
feet in awful confusion—timbers, planks, dvors, crushe 
boats, beds, trunks, baggage, barrels, seamen’s chests, © 


and all that remained in the surf of the once proal Tv: 
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was the port side from the sponson to the figure-head, over 
which etill stood the bowsprit and jib-boom, bending as 
each sea covered it, likea reed. The wheel was still at- 
tached to the sponson, and the paddle-box boat still covered 
the paddle-box, all held ps yeas by the machinery and the 
shaft. To this portion of the ship there still clung about 
forty individuals, to whom we could render not the slightest 
assistance,” 


They now conjectured, and rightly, that they were 
on the Alacranes, a reef fifteen miles long by twelve 
broad, with deep water in the midst, and distant about 
sixty miles from the mainland of Yucatan, ‘The reef 
is entirely under water, even at the lowest tide. The 
intended course of the ship lay thirty miles to the 
South of the reef; and her deviation is imputed to 
currents, which carried them against a fierce North 
wind. Most fortunate was it that they reached the 
reef at ebb-tide. , 

At daylight on the 12th, the people crept together 
to consult. It was bitterly cold; few had any clothing, 
and the first thing was to find some from the wreck. 
Next, they began to look after the remaining boats: 
there were three, but they were considered unservice. 
able. 

At ten o'clock, the tide was observed to be rising / 
They again looked to the boats, and bravely resolved on 
exertion. They determined to repair the mail-boat, as 
the least damaged; though that had its entire stem torn 
away. They had lost the carpenter; they had no 
hammer, but used a copper bolt torn out of the timbers ; 
their nails were plucked out of pieces of the wreck: 
oars and sails were picked up; the officers—of whom, 
most fortunately, a large proportion had been spared— 
resumed the command, and gave direction tu the 
labour, About this time some one picked up a compass ; 
which had been torn by the water from the binnacle, 
was thrown on to the reef, and lay, uninjured, among 
the mass of wreck and stores, with not even the glass 
broken! The boat was equipped :— 


‘‘A rough sort of bulkhead was made in the boat, about 
three feet from the bow; the space before it being stuffed 
full of anything which could be laid hold of, such as old 
blankets, pillow-cases, shirts, &c. A piece of sail was then 
cove:ed over the bruken bows and the fore part of the boat, 
extending under the bottom some five or six feet, and there 
nailed on, and fastened as well as possible. The other 
defects in the frail] boat were tinkered up as much as pos- 
sible, so that by four p. m. she was thought fit to swim. 
Her mast and sail were found, and put on board, with half 
a dozen oars, a few bottles of wine, a ham, a bit- of cheese, 
and a little oatmeal and flour; after which the chief officer 
was appointed to take charge of her, with six men and 
three other persons. As she moved away from us, many 
felt a sinking at the heart; her chance of being kept afloat 
over a hundred miles was very doubtful, and on her de- 
pended all our hopes.” 


Those remaining now noticed that the tide had risen 
eighteen inches. lt became necessary to construct some 
sort of fabric whereon to take shelter. 


** As the pieces drifted near, we secured them, and placed 
them one above another, anyhow, without any sort of order, 
or distinct idea at first what we could or should do. At 
last so many were piled up that we got on the top, above 
the water, and began to arrange it in something like order. 
It was squared as much as possible, and the flat boards laid 
along the top. The size might be ten feet square. There 
were no lashings to any part of it, as we had norope. The 
few bottles of wine and odd provisions, &c., which we had 
gathered during the day, were placed on the top, by which 
time it began to come on dark, but still the tive was flow- 
ing.” That day the refreshment was a little wine and oat- 
meal, A Prayer-book was found, and a passenger read 
prayers. ‘* How often we sounded round our frail raft to 
watch the tide! ‘There was not room to lie down, but all 
huddled together in asitting posture, as close as possible, to 
keep each other warm ; still, the teeth chattering together, 
and limbs trembling with extreme cold, might be heard and 
felt everywhere. Some tried to talk in a cheering tone, but 
it was a faint attempt, and of no use; the heart was too 
sad, and the thoughts too gloomy; so each relapsed into 
silence, busy with his own sad reflections, and longing tor 
the morning light.” 


On this raft they remained for five days and five 
nights. Each day they laboured bravely at the task of 
self-preservation; adding spars and stones to the raft, 
picking up provisions and a few fish; and using their 
scanty but lucky stock of provisions and stimulants 
with wise economy. One article of their diet was a 
kind of ball made of flour, salt water, wine, and a little 
treacle: this they called ‘‘ Alacranes cake.’’ The people 
left on the wreck tried to join those on the raft, but the 
greater number perished in the attempt. Ultimately, 
there were collected on the raft sixty-nine persons, be- 
sides two live pigs and a sheep, a dead sheep, provi- 
sions, and a box of candles. 

Un the Sunday occurred a remarkable incident. 


‘‘A writing-desk was found, and in one corner was a little 
box of about a dozen wax lucifer matches; but they were 
wet, and would not light. We stuck them in the flour to 
dry, bu’ very uear lost them: one of the Spanish passengers 
having seen the box there, pocketed the box, throwing 
away the matches. When this was discovered, a hue and 
cry was raised about the matches, on which our existence 
almost depended. ‘Ihe respectable portion of the Spaniards 
(some of them most worthy and kind gentlemen) assisted in 
the search at once ; and at last we made the delinquent turn 
out the box, also a jar of preserves he had pocketed for his 
own use! He coniessed having thrown the maiches out; 
and, on searching, we found them scattered in some holes 
of the raft. A few of them were picked up and dried, and 
at last we struck a light! Oh, joyful news it was to all. 
We gave three cheers! A candle was lighted, and placed 
in an empty barrel, and a watch placed over it, with orders 
never to let it out, by night or day. A piece of board lined 
with iron was found, and on this we soon had a fire blazing, 
having plenty of sticks at hand. The doctor and purser 
then got the dead sheep, skinned it in a most skilful manner 
with an old razor, and we soon had a portion of it cooked. 
A piece was served out to each man, and all declared they 
never tasted such excellent mutton. One ‘tottle’ of wine 
followed round to each. At noon we offered up our thanks 
to God for His goodness.”’ _ 


The engineers began a series of attempts to construct 
a still, in order to condense the salt-water and render 
it tit for drinking. ‘hey first tried earthern jars, but 
they broke. With some copper vessel and lead pipes 
they succeeded ; and next day they obtained a sort of 
distilled water. : 

About eleyen o’clock on the 15th, some one cricd, 
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“A sail!”’ It was a vessel. <A brig was approaching 
the reef ; it stopped outside the breakers, four miles off; 
and a canoe with eight men came to the raft. 

[The patched-up mail-boat had reached the land! 
When it left the reef on the Friday, those in it con- 
tinued to row and sail gently along, across the reef, in 
great fear of running aground every moment and 
damaging her frail hull. 

‘She touched often as she went along in the dark; but 
they were able always to clear her. The stem turned out 
not to be her frailest part, when once they got clear away ; 
she leaked in so may | placed in the bottom, that two men 
baling could scarcely keep her free; and had any one of them 
stood up in her bottom, they would have gone through her. 
The chief officer sat with the compass between his knees in 
the dark, steering, but with great difficulty making out the 
points of the compass; only doing so by now and then 
getting a glimpse of the flourish round the north point.” 

Out at sea, by sitting all well aft, they kept her bows 
out of water. By daybreak they had passed the small 
island of Perez. On Sunday, at dawn, they saw land 
a few miles off, and at the same time a brig in the 
offing. At first she avoided them, supposing the strange 
boat to be some piratical craft; and when the chief 
officer boarded her, he found all in confusion, the people 
standing to defend themselves with fire-arms. She 
proved to be the brig “‘ Emilio,” a regular trader between 
Sisal and Havannah. She had been obliged to slip 
cables in the storm over night, and left her master, 
Senor Bernardino Camp, on shore; but the mate, 
Senor Villaverde, instantly returned to Sisal, to state 
the case to his commander. Senor Camp did not delay 
a moment, but—forgetting his cargo on the beach at 
Sisal, his appointed passengers, his insurance, and 
every selfish interest—set sail for the Alacranes. 

The attempt to get the people off the reef proved to 
be no easy task; the boats surmounting the surf with 
difficulty, and having so far to go to the brig. Seven- 
teen were put on board; seven narrowly escaped 
swamping; and a new course of action became neces- 
sary. ‘Lhe brig put out to sea during the dark ; andthe 
people passed one more night on the raft. Next day it 
was resolved to carry all the people in the canoe and 
small boat to the island of Perez; where the brig could 
come close and take them on board. Mr. Parsons for- 
bade anything to be carried but the clothes actually 
worn and a trifle of provisions; the living freight being 
in itself a heavy load for the boats. ‘I'wo black pigs, 
therefore, were left sole occupants of the raft; and Mr. 
Parsons was the last man to step from it. There were 
forty-two people in the canoe, ten in the small boat, and 
the voyage across the reef was one of danger: any mo- 
ment might have frustrated all their pains and destroyed 
them. ‘The second officer took his stand in the bow 
of the canoe, as she was obliged to take the lead; and, 
assisted by one of the natives of Sisal belonging to the 
boat, with poles sounding, he kept a look-out for reels 
and danger. Sometimes we used the oars, and at others 
the sail; the canoe often grating over the reefs, which 
made us shudder, till we had gone three or four miles 
in the dark, when we thought it best to come to an 
anchor, about eight p.m.” ‘That was one of the worst 
nights passed in the reef. 

Wednesday the 7th proved a lovely day, and the boats 
went smoothly on. At eleven they passed a small 
island; and at two they reached Perez. ‘This is a kind 
of station to which the fishers of Campeachy and Sisal 
occasionally resort ; and on it were some huts and butts 
of fresh water. It proved a paradise after five days and 
nights of suffering on the reef. The brig came round; 
in two trips the canoe put all on board; and on the fol- 
lowing day they reached Sisal. 

After a week’s repose, the shipwrecked people em- 
barked in the ** Emilio’’ for Havanna, and arrived on 
the 3rd of March. Here, struck by the noble conduct 
of Senor Villaverde, the inhabitants got up a collection, 
and presented 4,000 dollars to them; the Governor- 
General heading the subscription. ‘They would have 
declined it; generously offering it for the benefit of the 
widows and families of the poor men lost in the 
‘‘T weed.’ The British Consul now interposed; as- 
suring. the two brave men that the countrymen of the 
sufferers ‘‘at home’’ would * do their duty.”’ 

Not a single letter was saved from the * ‘T'weed,’”’ nor 
was a vestige of her left when the last of the survivors 
departed. ‘There were only three female passengers on 
board. ‘They were all “‘drowned—in short, although 
they were heard screaming in the saloon, or somewhere 
below, they never made their appearance on deck. The 
passengers, one and all, agree that not the slightest 
blame attaches to Captain Parsons. He well knew the 
dangerous latitude he was in, and had been on deck a 
considerable period previous to the ship’s striking. 


_—-— —_ ———— 


Mr. O'Connetu’s Heattu.—Mr. O'Connell is pro- 
ceeding towards the holy city with all the expedition 
which his medical attendant and companions consider 
a‘lvisable for one in his state of health. We announced 
some days ago the honourable gentleman's departure 
from Paris en route to Lyons, On Wednesday week 
he arrived at La Charité, department de la Nievre, 
Writing from that place, his son, the member for Dun- 
dalk, says ‘‘we came here at half-past three p.m. 
(March 31), having made a short journey from Neuvy 
sur Loire; we are proceeding by easy stages, as my 
father finds the motion of the carriage fatigues him, 
and causes him pain in his back. He is to-day, thank 
God, very well, ate a pretty good dinner, and we have 
hopes he will sleep well. Although he is often very 
low indeed, we have reason to think that the journey 
agrees with him and that he may derive great benefit 
from his visit to Rome. I suppose we shall be there 
within a fortnight.” Private letters, received yesterday 
in London, from a gentleman who saw Mr. O'Connell, 
at Neuvy sur Loiré, convey the intelligence that, during 
the period of the patient's brief sojourn in that district, 
he appeared in cheerful spirits, conversed rather frecly 
with those who were permitted the privil2ge of inter- 
views, and spoke in a more confident tone than he had 
done for some weeks of his permanent recovery. In 
the course of conversation with the gentlemen already 
alluded to, he said, ‘* I am indeed anxious to visit Kome, 
the seat of Catholicity, but my anxious hopes are cen- 
tered on returning to Ireland, and I trust that I may be 
able once again to Jabour in her service. —Glove, 


THE ALMONRY AT WESTMINSTER. 


THE UNREPORTED DEBATE—WESTMINSTER AND 
GLOUCESTER CATHEDRALS. 


To the Editor of the Morning Chronicle. 


Sir,—It will possibly be esteemed doing some ser- . 


vice to your readers at least, if I disclose what took 
place during that debate from which the reporters were 
lately excluded. 

The two deans and chapters of Westminster and 
Gloucester were mentioned as living in much ease and 
opulence upon the revenue of certain houses of very 
bad reputation. The one was said to be enriched by 
the proceeds of several tenements in the worst streets 


of London; the other by similar establishments in - 


Leather Bottle-lane at Gloucester. It is alleged that 
the present authorities are without stain or blemish, 
for that these leases were granted thirty years ago 
by their immaculate predecessors, who, on their part, 
were too far removed from the stir and strife of these 
dim spots to suspect aught of their unhallowed doings. 
The proceeds, therefore, of this traffic are thrown into 
their treasury, and freely applied to the maintenance 
of themselves and families. No effort has been made 
to cancel the engagement, or buy out the tenants, 
who therefore will exercise their honest calling 
for some time to come, while a new and hand- 
some street is about to be brought into that desir- 
able neighbourhood, which will shame the pro- 
prietors into decency. The public will hardly think 
this remedy efficacious enough at the hands of an Es- 
tablishment which boasts of its being the purest in 
doctrine and practice of all others in Christendom. It 
would, perhaps, ask for some sacrifice from the present 
holders of these stalls towards the abatement of so great 
a scandal; but many would esteem this to be an unjust 
demand upon persons who have barely enough to keep 
the wolf Want from their doors, and who are compelled 
by poverty to let out their cathedral for daily groats to 
the curious—a raree-show ecclesiastical, with a body of 
showmen to stir up the lions. 

I would, therefore, merely ask what the clamour in 
our pulpits would be if the scene were changed to the 
Vatican, if the houses in its purlieus were let out on 
long leases for vile purposes, if the cardinals were sup- 
ported by that trade, and if a money-taker was stationed 
at the doors of St. Peter’s at Rome, as at those of St. 
Peter’s at Westminster? Would the miserable pleas, 
the hollow pretences put forward here be endured 
there? Would not such practices be deemed apposite 
to the title of the Scarlet Dame, and the covetousness 
of the fees a fit proceeding to glut the maw of the 
seven-headed monster? 

Can.the Protestant church, whilst under such oppro- 
brium, notorious as the day, lay claim to Dryden’s 
description of his church ?>— 

“Without unspotted, innocent within, 
It knew no danger, for it knew no sin.” 
Your obedient servant, 


April 6. CavVENDISH. 


-_ -—_— 


FurTHER ADVANCE OF THE RatTE or Discount BY THE 
Bank oF Enoianp.—The Directors of the Bank of 
England, at their werkly meeting on Thursday after- 
noon, came to the determination of at once advancing 
the rate of discounts to five per cent., and the following 
notice was posted in the Discount-office :—** The miiii- 
mum rate of interest on bills discounted at the Bank of 
England, not having more than ninety-five days to run, 
is £5 per cent.—8th April, 1847.” 


ALDERMAN GrBBs AGaIn.—A meeting of the rate- 
payers of St. Stephen, Walbrook, was held on Tues- 
day, to elect the parish-officers for the year; the Rev. 
Dr. Croly in the chair. Messrs. Rock and Flight were 
unanimously re-elected as churchwardens. It would 
appear from the speeches that Mr. Alderman Gibbs 
still claims to act; and that the state of matters in the 
parish is much the same as heretofore—the salaries 
unpaid, and the church going to decay. Pertinacious 
Mr. Gibbs held his Select Vestry-meeting on Friday, 
in St. Stephen’s Church, Walbrook, and re-elected his 
two churchwardens and his vestry-clerk. 


THE British Museum.—From an official document 
presented to Parliament, it appears that the number of 
persons admitted to view the general collection at the 
British Museum, from Christmas, 1840, to Christmas, 
1841, was 319,374; in the following year, 547,713; in 
1843, 517,440; in 1844, 575,758; in 1845, 683,614; and 
to Christmas, 1846, 750,601. The Museum will be 
closed from the lst to the 7th of next month, and will 
then be open till seven o'clock to the lst of September. 


A Bequest has been announced in Aberdeen of some 
importance to the writers in theology. Mr. Burnett, a 
merchant in that city, bequeathed in 1774 certain mo- 
nies, Which every forty years must yield £1,600, and in 
1854, the second period of appropriation will realize 
about £2,400, three-fourths of which are to be given to 
the best, and with certain deductions one-fourth for the 
second best, treatises on the evidence that there is a 
Being all-powerful, wise, and good, by whom every- 
thing exists; and particularly to obviate difficulties re- 
garding the wisdom and guodness of the Deity; and 
this, in the first place, from the considerations independ- 
ent of written revelation; and, in the second place, 
from the revelation of the Lord Jesus; and, from the 
whole, to point out the inferences most necessary for, 
and useful to, mankind. In 1814, when the competi- 
tion took place, the principal prize was awarded to Dr. 
Brown, principal of Marischal College, Aberdeen, and 
the second to Mr. Sumner, now Bishop of Chester. 


Marcu, says the Mark Lane Express, has proved an 
unusually propitious month for the agriculturists. 


An Intsn Beocar.—An Irishman who had been 
begging piteously was taken up before the Warrington 
magistrates the other day, and on searching him no- 
thing was found but a large ball of soap. He prayed 
they would not take that from him, as “he liked to be 
clean, though he was poor.”’ ‘The earnestness of his 
entreaty led the gentlemen to cut the piece of soap in 
two, and inside was found £16 in gold, | 
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IRELAND. 


The accounts from the different parts of Ireland indi- 
cate a considerable improvement in the condition of the 


count Tillage of the land is proceeding, and an in- 
creased inclination is manifested smong the people to 


resume field labour. The counties in which the great- 
est activity is observed are King’s, Queen's, Kildare, 


and Carlow; Tipperary, Mayo, Roscommon, and Sligo, 


being still backward. One strong evidence that these 
accounts may be relied on is, that there are no com- 
plaints from the men recently discharged from the pub- 
ic works. 

' There is no doubt that fever still prevails toan alarm- 
ing extent ; but it is remarked that the tone of the ac- 
counts from Clare, Galway, and other more distressed 
districts, is considerably mitigated. There is still great 
distress ; but absolute famine would appear no longer to 
be the universal characteristic. 

The main reason for this improved state of matters 
must of course be sought in the increased abundance of 
food, and its consequent fall in price. Indian corn is 
sold at Cork for £10 a ton. Considerable surprize has 
been created among the observers in several markets, at 
the unexpected appearance of large supplies of sound 
potatoes, which had been held back by speculators. It 
turns out that they have missed their mark, prices being 
no higher than in September; while the people have 
learnt in the interval to prefer Indian corn. 

All the accounts yet published of early-planted po- 
tatoes in Ireland, and more particularly in the south, are 
most favourable. ‘There have been no traces of disease 
in the stalk or the tuber. 

Meanwhile, emigration is proceeding jon a scale of 
unusual magnitude; and the quays of Dublin are 
likened to the halting-place of an Eastern caravan. 
It is understood that Government have appointed seve- 
ral additional Government Emigration Agents; in- 
creasing the strength of the departments, as at Liver- 
pool and Sligo; and appeinting naval officers, for the 
first time, at Waterford, Newry, Galway, Tralee, and 
Baltimore. 

One remarkable feature presented by the provincial 
accounts is the vast increase of litigation in the Civil 
Bill Courts. In the county of Cavan, there are up- 
wards of 2,000 civil bill entries in the Quarter-Sessions ; 
being ‘four times the usual number. In Kells, the 
average number of suits has been 400. they have baen 
increased to 850. Rent and the reocupation of land 
are the motives of this litigation. 

Signe of commercial advancement even are to be 
noted in some quarters. At Dundalk a public ex- 
change is about to be erected, _ 

After a long respite, Friday’s Gazette contained 
proclamations of not fewer than twenty-one Present- 
ment Sessions for the completion of old road works. 
The Gazette also contained notices of the formation 
of one hundred and five relief distaicts in the several 
unions of Ireland. 


M. Soyer has completed his preliminaries. The 
Lord-Lieutenant and his household, the Lord Mayor 
and Lady Mayoress, the Relief Commissioners, the 
Poor-law Commissioners, the Chairmen of the Boards 
of Guardians and temporary Relief Committees, some 
gentlemen connected with the metropolitan newspapers, 
of the heads of the various public departments were 
present on Monday, by invitation, to inspect the model 
soup-kitchen which Soyer has erected on the esplanade 
at the royal barracks. M. Soyer exhibitec the various 
operations of his establishment, and furnished the com- 
pny with samples of his soup. Prom this kitchen he 
considers that he can supply soup to 5,000 persons 
daily. The establishment is to serve both the relief 
districts of Dublin. 


Mr. SHARMAN Crawrorp has availed himself of the 
leisure affurded by the recess to write a letter to the 
Times levelled at the clause moved by Lord George 
Bentinck in the committee on the lrish Poor-relief 
Bill. The object of the clause was to abolish the 
power given to the tenant of deducting from the land- 
lozd’s rent a proportion of the rate. This clause was 
defeated by a majority of 3, and Mr. Crawford fears 
that it will be reintroduced and carried in the House 
of Lords. He therefore addresses himself ably, and at 
some length, to explain the absolute necessity of the 
power conferred by the Government bill. Without it, 
he says, no rates will be levied; and the people will 
be driven to passive resistance. It is absolutely neces- 
that the landlords and tenants be made separately liable, 
cach for their respective proportions. 


The most lamentable feature in the reports from the 


ot the Morning Chronicle, writing on Thursday, “is the 
increasing disorganization and the more frequent oc- 
currence of sanguinary crimes. Some very shocking 
murders are reported—one connected with the land 
eviction system—another in which the possession of 
a small sum of money was the object. 


The accounts of the progress ot tillage, however, 
continue to be favourable from most parts of the 
country; and this is almost the only gratifying and 
hopeful feature in the state of the country. Drainage 
works on an extensive scale are also undertaken in 
various counties. Landlords, in many cases, are sup- 
plying seed to their tenantry. The Marquis of Iert- 
lord has given £1,400 to the Relsef Committee for the 
district in which his Antrin estates lie. The Dowager 
Marchioness of Hertford has given a donation of £400; 
and the Marquis of Downshire has sent £100 to the 
Kuthtirland Committee. On the other side, General 
Meade, who has a property of £20,000 a year in Down, 
has obstinately refused to make any charitable con- 
tribution. 
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Universiry 1n Benoat.—We understand that, on 
the application of the Council of Education of Bengal 
to the Home Government, a university, on the mode] 
of the University of London, is about to be founded at 
Calcutta. Valuable testimony this to the wise consti- 
tution of the London University, and most cheering 
evidence of the progress of education and general en- 
lightenment in our eastern empire.—Inquirer. 
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THE GOVERNMENT EDUCATION SCHEME. 


LANCASHIRE COUNTY MEETING. 


A meeting of the Congregationalists of Lancashire 
was held on Tuesday evening, at the chapel in 
Grosvenor: street, Manchester, for the purpose of op- 
posing the proposed Government Scheme of Education. 
The proceedings having been opened with a hymn and 
prayer, Mr. Thomas Blackburn, of Liverpool, took the 
chair, on the motion of Mr. Alderman Kershaw. 


The CHarrman said that there could be no doubt 
that the present measures were brought forward by her 
Majesty’s Ministers as a peace offering to the Church, 
and that the interests of the Dissenters had been bar- 
tered away by the Whigs to obtain that powerful aid 
which the hierarchy were able to give them. In con- 
cluding his speech he touched upon the political conse- 
quences of this new policy :— 


He might say hitherto the Dissenters had had no political 
party. They had hitherto been content to live and form an 
adjunct to the Whig party; and they hed formed no con- 
temptible section of that party (hear, crepe > When the 
Marquis of Lansdowne laid upon the table of the House of 
Lords the Minutes of Privy Council, he dissolved for ever 
the bond which bound the Dissenters to that party [cheers]. 
Henceforward their duty was to form a distinct political 
party, and act out their own resolves and principles [loud 
cheers]. Let them resolve, to a man, throughout the coun- 
try that they would never give a vote to return a man to 
the House of Commons who was not with them in prin- 
ciple ; and let them make, as one of the conditions of their 
votes, “‘no State interference with religion.” corti 
cheers.] Let them not hereafter forget that free religion 
was a principle of paramount importance [cheers]. Let 
them not forget that State interference with religion was 
the monster evil they had to contend with; let them see 
that they sent no man to the House of Commons who was not 
acquainted with their principles, and able to maintain them 
and to explain them in the House of Commons; and de- 
pend upon it, if such a party in that House was small to be- 
gin with, it would rapidly increase in numbers and strength 
and influence, and if properly sustained by a unanimous 
feeling out of doors, would be able to effect more than they 
could ever hope to obtain by alliance with present parties, 
and they would bring on a state of things which must end in 
the overthrow of all religious state establishments [loud and 
prolonged cheering]. 


Mr. Jonn Ke ty, of Liverpool, Independent minis- 
ter, in moving the first resolution, contended that the 
Dissenters were not, as was now alleged against them, 
the enemies of education; that there was no alternative 
between the rejection of the present Government 
scheme, and the adoption of a system of complete com- 
pulsion. He moved a resolution negativing the prin- 
ciple that the Government were bound to provide for 
the education of the people, and declaring that its 
fallacy had been already proved wherever it had been 
put in practice, and that no reuson existed to hope that 
Britain would be an exception. 


Mr. Alderman Kersnaw, in seconding the resolution, 
declared his conviction, that however small and insig- 
nificant as a political party the Dissenters might seem 
to some, they would, with truth and principle on their 
side, be eventually successful, and their final success 
be only another instance of great results from smail 
beginnings. ‘They must come to the point, and refuse 
their votes to any individual who would not say plainly 
and distinctly that he would resist any Government 
grants for the purpose of supporting or maintaining any 
religious sect whatever [loud cheers]. 


Dr. VAUGHAN, in supporting the resolution, entered 
at considerable length into the question, contendig 
that the principle of the separation of religious from 
secular education having been given up in the pro- 
posed Government scheme, the only basis on which 
the Dissenters would support it was gone, and that it 
must thenceforth be opposed on the same grounds as 
the establishment of the religious body. He declared 
his earnest hope, that, in the event of this measure 
passing, the Congregational and Baptist churches would 
form a close alliance t» counteract the force which 
would be brought against them by the power that 
would be given to the Church. The following is an 
extract from the Doctor's speech :— 


It was an important consideration, that nearly all the 
great social questions which had been occupying us for 
the last thirty years were nearly settled. First came the 
slave question ; and then came the reform question—not 
only with reference to Parliament, but our municipal insti- 
tutions also; and then came that other great question, 
that in which Manchester s‘ood in the position of a 
nucleus—fiee-tra ‘e [*‘ Hear, hear,” and cheers]. These 
gestions were disposed of. But there was another read) 


: : tu take the place of them, that great question being—a 
country this morning, says the Dublin correspondent | . i 


separate state of existence for things religious [loud and 
prolonged cheering]. ‘They might be laughed at, at first. 
It would not be the first time that the asserturs of a great 
principle had been a people to be laughed at. At the be- 
ginning, nothing great as regarded the social condition of 
the world had risen up speedily, and nearly everything ot 
that nature had grown up from small things. And there 
were shallow heads that always despised the day of femal 
things [laughter]. But there were those who co trace 
in the features of the infant the lineaments of the future 
man. It was a beautiful thought, that the principle of 
religion should be the voluntary action of man’s soul to- 
waids God, and the more they could separate it from all 
the coarse trappings which the conventionalisms of this 
world had thrown about it, and place it in its simple, native 
beauty before the soul of man, the more would men see 
there was something profane in the coarse touch of this 
world’s power [cheers]. 


The resolution was then put to the meeting, and 


passed unanimously. ‘The second resolution—declaring 
that ** Besides the many objections which lie against 
the Government plan of education in detail, under the 
centralising influence of the Executive, the vast pre- 
dominance of the richly-endowed ecclesiastical system, 
and the inability of many ardent friends of education to 
co-operate in the measure from conscientious difficul- 
ties, that a large and dangerous amount of patronage 
will be vested in the Government, an injurious sectarian 
ascendancy will be conceded to the Established Church, 
the educated mind of the nation will be trained to ser- 
vility, a surrender ot its self-reliance, and of its legiti- 
mate and healthful independence '’—was then moved 
by Dr. Halley, and seconded by Mr. E. Dawson. The 
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third resolution—appointing a deputation, consisting of 

Dr. Raffles, Dr. Vaughan, Dr. Mastic, Messrs. W. Rosf, 

D. Hewitt, 8. T. Porter, J. L. Poore, ministers; Messrs, 

Blackburn, Dawson, Robertson, Kershaw, Hadfield, A. 

Buckley, J. Eccles, Hamer, Barnes, W. Morris, &c., to 

rroceed to London to obtain interviews with Govern- 

ment, and with members for this county and its 

boroughs, and also to attend the Conference there on 

the 13th instant—was moved by Mr. C. Robertson, and_ 
seconded by Dr. Massie. It was also resolved to re. 

commend congregations, Sunday and day schools, to 
forward petitions embodying these resolutions to both 
Houses of Parliament without delay. 


——_— 


LORD MORPETH ON THE GOVERNMENT 
EDUCATION SCHEME, 


Lord Morpeth presided at the usual meeting of the 
Yorkshire Yeoman School, held in York on Thursday 
evening; and he took occasion to refer to the Govern- 
ment plan. Although the Yorkshire Yeoman School is 
a purely voluntary undertaking, he said, its friends did 
not grudge assistance which the national liberality is 
prepared to furnish to those absolutely destitute of the 
means of education. He made this avowal— 


I do not pretend that the scheme in question is perfect 
either in its principle or its details. If I had myself the 
power, which some seem almost disposed to attribute to the 
Privy Council, of issuing an arbitrary edict, without refer- 
ence either to Parliament or people, Y believe { should pre- 
fer a scheme which both did more and did less; which, on 
the one hand, would have carried education more exten- 
sively into all our towns and villages, and, on the other 
hand, would have abstained more completely from any reli- 
gious interference. I think this is not a time to shrink 
from possible misconception in the plain avowal of opinion, 
but I confess that increasing experience induces me to 
think that the state had better do more for secular, and less 
for religious education. In the one I think it clearly in its 
element, in the other it risks getting out of it. This, how- 
ever, is a matter of strictly individual opinion, But are not 
individua!s bound to act upon their individual opinions? 
Certainly, if they can give effect to them; if not, the dictate 
of common sense is to do the next bestthing. 1 doubt whe- 
ther the proposal that the state should give its attention ex- 
clusively to secular, without any regard to religious educa- 
tion, would have found acceptance in this room. 1am sure 
it would not with the county at large [cheers]. Indeed, it 
is easy to imagine a few of the soft things which would have 
been said about us if we had produced sucha plan. We 
have, then, proposed a scheme which, if it is distinguished 
by anything, it is by an anxious, scrupulous, I think almost 
an exaggerated deference for the religious convictions and 
susceptibilities of all the parties with whom it can be 
brought into contact; it respects the liberty of religious 
conscience with a strictness which is not even to be found 
in the educational systems of the United Stater, It takes 
what it finds; it invents no regulation; it imposes no check 


of its own, though [ may myself regret that it does not pre- 
vent others from doing so. 


After admitting that the Dissenters had done much 
for education, the noble lord said :— 


When the leaders and ornaments of denominations 
and communities come forward and say, ‘You are 
interfering with our labours, you are interrupting 
our progress, you are weakening our influence, you 
are subtracting from our numbers”—sorry as I should 
be—incredulous as | am—yet when such things are put 
forth as argument, I am forced to say I really cannot much 
care Sapareped 5 We are Churchmen here; it is thought 
that Church schools will gain by the new arrangement ; if 
so, it will be because they meet it with answering efforts 
[applause]; but | disclaim any such grounds for cur pro- 
ceedings. It is because I know that the pale of the 
Church, beyond the limits of the denominations, there is a 
vast destitute neglected mass festering in our streets and 
alleys, with every sight and sound of contamination, chok- 
ing the accesses to every sense, Without any sense of duty 
to earth or heaven, upon whom no word of instruction ever 
falls—upon whom no breath of love ever settles—these, 
unclaimed by Lambeth, unknown to Geneva, unconverted 
by Rome, I would invite—I almost wish 1 could compel— 
to come in [applause] ;—I do not so much care to which 
fold, so that there was a hope of teaching them that man is 
their brother, and that ‘* God is love” [renewed applause]. 
ite warmly lauded the part taken by the Church :— 
~ Now, it has not always been my happiness to concur in 
the course which the Church has thought it right to adopt 
with re erence to education. At times I have thought it 
too exclusive—at times, too timorous. I rejoice to witness 
the attitude she has assumed during the recent discussions, 
And let the best friends and most fai:hful children of the 
Church feel well assured, that she will not derive half the 
credit from her long prescriptions, her wide possessions, 
her august architecture— no, not even from these solemn 
and beautiful towers that rise immediately above us, as she 
will do from her willingness to descend into the equal arena 
of a generous competition, to discard ail mean jealousies 
and absolute monopolies, to reserve her antagonism, not 
mainly for dissent, but for infidelity; to wage her warfare, 
not 60 much against errors of opinion as against vicious- 
ness of life, and to accept the part which falls to her in en- 
lightening, elevating, and evangelizing mankind [loud 
applause]. 1 believe that such is the spirit and such the 
career which will make the Church of Eugland strong and 
beloved, and, perhaps, immortal [applause ; for her sup- 
port will come from a people whom she has shown no dis- 
position to distrust, but whom she has strained every nerve 
to educate and improve [renewed applause]. 


TOWN’S MEETING AT BIRMINGITAM. 
THE MEASURE CONDEMNED. 
(Irom the 7imes.) 

On Friday night, one of the largest meetings ever 
assembled in the ‘l’own-hall was held for the purpose of 
considering the propriety of petitioning Parliament, 
and of adopting other means in relation cto the plan of 
national education proposed by her Majesty's Govern- 
ment. ‘The requisition calling on the Mayor to convene 
the meeting consisted chiefly of ministers and members 
of the Independent and Laptist persuasions; but, in 
consequence of the question, as stated in the requisi- 
tion, being considered open to discussion, there was @ 
large attendance of members of all religious denomina- 
tions. About 8000 persons were present. Amongst 
those were Mr. Spooner, M.P.; Mr. M. D. Hill, 
Queen's Counsel (Recorder of the borough); the Rev, 
J. A. James, Independent minister; the Rev. John 
Garbett, Rural Dean; the Rey. 8. Bache, Unitarian 
minister; Mr. T’. Lane, High Bailiff; and most of the 
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clergy of the Established Church and Dissenting minis- 
ters of the town and neighbourhood. The hall was 
densely crowded in every part, and the proceedings 
throughout were of a noisy and tumultuous character. 

After a few remarks from the Mayor, 

The Rev. J. A. James (Independent minister) pre- 
sented himself, and proceeded to say that he was a 
minister of Christianity, and had ever been an advocate 
for the education of the people. The people of his con- 
ae oe had, thirty-five years ago, expended £700 in 

uilding schools, and lately £3,000 more in the same 
cause; and they had, at the present time, one day- 
school, three infant schools, and 1,400 Sunday-school 
scholars. For not one farthing of the cost of this had 
they asked any one beyond the pale of their own con- 
gregation [cheers]. The public journals had represented 
the opponents of the Government measure as opponents 
of education. The opponents of that measure were chiefly 
Dissenters, and he would boldly appeal to the meet- 
ing, whether the Dissenters had not been amongst the 
first and foremost in the great cause of educating the 
people [cheers]? They were likewise represented as a 
contemptible few; but they were Englishmen, and they 
had a right to express their opinions. The great body 
of the Dissenters were against the Government plan ; 
and, at the beginning of the controversy, the Wesleyan 
Methodists were strongly opposed to it. Dr. Bunting 
had described the measure as “ incurably bad.” 

‘he Rector of St. Martin’s: It was said hypotheti- 


cally, 

Mr. James did not so understand it. The rev. gen- 
tleman proceeded to give a history of the Government 
educational measure, and said he did not attack the 
motives of the Government; he would not resolve the 
measure into State craft; he believed that both Lord 
Lansdowne and Lord John Russell had the welfare of 
the country at heart. He then proceeded to state his 
objections to the measure at some length. He con- 
tended that, as regarded education, there was at present 
a supply beyond the demand. Scarcely any of the 
voluntary schools were at present full. He would only 
say, in conclusion, that if the measure should pass—and 
pass he believed it would [cheers]—and in its results 
should produce none of the evils which its opponents 
apprehended, he would be among the first to rejoice 
that it had been passed, and to acknowledge his sorrow 
that he had ever opposed it. But thinking, as he did, 
that those results would not follow, he must give the 
measure his determined and uncompromising opposi- 
tion. He concluded by moving the following resolu- 
tion :— 

That this meeting, having considered the Government 

lan of education, are of apinion that it is unconstitutional 
in the manner of its introducyion, and in the absence of di- 
rect responsibility to the people in the epplication of the 
enormous sums it will require; that it will augment, in a 
most fearful degree, the patronage of Government ; that its 
tendency is to destroy all voluntary efforts in favour of free 
education, and to interfere with the progress of civil and 
religious liberty. 

The Rev. S. Bacue ( Unitarian minister), in second- 
ing the resolution, said, his principal objection to the 
Government measure was, that it was an interference 
on the part of the Government in a subject with which 
the Government had nothing to do. If it was the duty 
of the Government to attend to the education of the 
rising generation, it was the duty of the Government to 
compel the rising generation to attend to it. It was 
idle to make extra provision for education when the 
people could not or would not avail themselves of it ; 
and it had not yet been fully proved to him that poverty 
was not more the cause of crime than the want of 
education, 

Mr. James Taytor, of Moseley-hall, on presenting 
himself was loudly cheered. He could not concur in 
the opinion that the Government ought not to interfere 
with the education of the people. ‘They were, in his 
opinion, bound to provide for the mov .! and religious in- 
struction of the governed. We concluded by moving 
the following amendment :—- 

That the proposal of Iler Majesty’s Governm ;t to assist 
voluntary efforts for .ue education of the cuildren of the 
working classes, without any interference in the manage- 
ment of the schools or the religivus principles of the con- 
ductors, has on the whole ‘' - approbation of this meeting : 
and it is calculated to e{..ct much good, prevent much evil, 
and open a new p2tl for honourable and useful employment 
to many deser\ing persons, 

(The amendment was received with mingled groans and 
hisses. 

The i Joun Garsett (Rural Dean), said, he had 
had the pleasure often of uniting heart and hand with 
his esteemed friend, Mr. James, and nothing but asense 
of the great importance of the measure now under dis- 
cussion would have induced him to differ with his friend 
on that occasion; but he believed he should best dis- 
charge his duty as a Christian, as a British subject, and 
to his countrymen, by calling on the meeting to ap- 

rove the great measure now brought forward by 
Her Majesty’s Government [cheers and disapproba- 
tion]. If he believed that the measure was calcu- 
lated to interfere with the rights and liberties of the 

eople, as it had been concended, he would be the 
ast to advocate it; but in his opinion it was calculated 
to promote the welfare, exalt the energies, heighten 
“ the character, and improve the happiness of the people. 
He then proceeded to reply to the arguments of Mr, 
James. ‘The Minutes of the Council, he said, would 
not authorize grants to any schools where the autho- 
rized version of the Scriptures was not used; and on 
that ground they had the cordial support of the Wes- 
leyan Methodists. (The noise and confusion here be- 
came so great that it was impossible for the rev. gentle- 
man to proceed, and he abruptly resumed his seat. ] 

The Rev. Mr. Daniet (Baptist minister) supported 
the original motion. 

The Rev. G. S. Bui (incumbent of St. Matthew's), 
in an energetic speech, supported the amendment. The 

s*woasshowever, so great during the greater part 
‘pentleman’s address that it was impossible 
%i-Heagynore than two or three consecutive sent- 
VS eepressed himself very strongly in favour of 


URGE, in supporting the original mo- 
sry act of taxing the people for the pro- 
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posed schools was in itself an infringement of li 

So long as they had a church establishment, every tax 
went to strengthen the hands of that Church and State. 
He was greatly in favour of the education of the people ; 
none more so; but he could not consent to make such a 
sacrifice to obtain it as was demanded of them by this 
measure. It was the most dangerous measure to the 
civil and religious liberties of the people that had been 
heard of for the last half century [cheers]. 


Mr. M. D. Hitt, Queen's Counsel, spoke at some 
lengah in favour of the measure, There was a vast 
class who were neither Dissenters nor Churchmen; 
who belonged to no religion ; who were not known to 
any denomination, because they were not connected 
with any. For them he begged to say one word. It 
had been said that the Government ought not to educate 
the people. Now, it was his painful duty very fre- 
quenty in the course of the year, to have to consign to 
punishment children whom they know ought to receive 
education. Was it to be said that the child ought not 
to be instructed till he became tainted with crime? 
Was it then only that his education was to begin? He 
(Mr. Hill) said, begin beforehand [cheers]. The pre- 
sent plan did not propose to do everything, but it would 
not, he contended, dry up the source of voluntary 
contributions. 

The meeting was afterwards addressed by Mr. G, 
EpMmonpDs in support of the original motion. 3 

Mr. GUTTERIDGE subsequestly attempted to speak in 
favour of the amendment, but a hearing was not vouch- 
safed to him. 

The Mayor, having put the amendment and original 
motion to the vote, declared the latter to be carried; 
which it unquestionably was by a considerable majority. 
The Dissenters, upon the announcement being made, 
gave expressiou of their joy in most tumultuous plau- 
dits, which they continued on their arrival in the 
streets. 

A petition to Parliament, embodying the resolution, 
was then adopted, and the meeting broke up shortly 
before eleven o'clock. 


Meetine AT Leeps.—Mr. ALDAM AND HIS ConsTITU- 
ENTs.—On Friday evening about eighty of the liberal 
electors of this borough had an interview with Mr. W. 
Aldam, their member, to present a memorial from a 
number of his constituents, requesting him to oppose, 
by his influence and his vote in Parliament, the plan of 
national education as developed in the Minutes of 
Council. The interview was held in the Rotunda of 
the Coloured Cloth-hall, and lasted for about one hour 
anda half. Mr. E. Baines, sen., opened the proceed- 
ings by presenting the memorial referred to, which was 
signed by only about 880 electors, out of a constituency 
of 4,000. Mr. Baines urged, that those who had signed 
the memorial were those who might fairly claim to 
have an average weight amongst the constituency. 
They trusted Mr. Aldam would deem it consistent with 
his sense of duty to support the sentiments of those who 
had always felt a pleasure in being his constituents. 
The Rev. T. Scales, Independent; Mr, Nunneley, sur- 
geon; Mr. P. Fairbairn, maché-maker; and Mr. Yew- 
dall, grocer, each addressed Mr, Aldam, and some of 
them pretty clearly intimated, that if the hon. gentle- 
man did not support their views, they would withdraw 
their support and influence from him in case he was a 
candidate at the next election. All the attempts of the 
opponents of the Ministerial plan to persuade Mr. 
Aldam to fall into their views proved entirely futile. 
In the course of his remarks, Mr. Aldam said: “I 
should have preferred a scheme very considerably dif- 
terent from that put forward by the Government [hear, 
hear]. I should have preferred the scheme which the 
Liberal Government put forward in 1839—schools in 
which persons of different religious denominations cou!d 
have been brought together—schools in which the Bible 
could be used, leaving religion to be taught by the 
ministers of the different sects; yet, even though I may 
not altogether approve of the system now advanced by 
the Government, I cannot pledge myself to oppose it if 
it should turn out that it is the only one practicable.” 
This speech seemed to cast a damp on the spirits of the 
persons assembled, and, after some further conversation, 
in the course of which the Rev. Dr. Hamilton (Inde- 
pendent) said, that he had not yet met with a public 
man who had gone carefully through the Minutes 
of Council on Education, and who understood them 
thoroughly. Mr. Baines, sen., expressed the obliga- 
tions which the meeting were under to Mr. Aldam for 
the great good temper he had manifested. Mr. Aldam 
said that, if,in taking an independent course, he should 
have to give some votes contrary to the desire of his 
constituents, it would be an exceedingly painful thing 
to him. He could not conceive a more painful thing 
than to have to give a vote which was opposed to the 
deep-seated convictions, he believed, cf a considerable 
proportion of those gentlemen to whose votes he owed 
the honourable situation which he filled. ‘Lhe meeting 
then broke up.— Times. 


Mancuester.—On Friday there was a numerously- 
attended meeting held at the Town Hall, Manchester, 
in support of the government scheme of education, 
Canon Wray inthe chair. There was a large muster of 
clergymen. Amongst the speakers were Archdeacon 
Rushton, Canon Clifton, and Canon Stowell. Amongst 
the resolutions adopted were the following :—‘ That 
this meeting is fully satisfied that voluntary efforts 
made, and still continue to be made, to meet the educa- 
tional exigencies of the nation, great and munificent as 
those efforts have confessedly been, are -totally inade- 
quate to accomplish their proposed object.’’ ‘ That it 
was the unquestionable duty of a Christian government 
to see that an adequate and scriptural education be pro- 
vided for the poorer classes of the community.” 


Meetincs on GovernMENT Epvucation.—The Inde- 
pendents, Baptists, Presbyterians, Wesleyan New Con- 
nexion, and Association Methodists, have combined in 
arrangements to hold meetings on Monday next, both 
in the Town-hall and in the Corn-exchange, to oppose 
the Government plan of education. These mectings 
will come appropriately to consider the reasons, &c., to 
be urged by the friends of the scheme to-day in the 
Town-hall.— Manchester Times. 
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LANcasTeR, at its annual meeting on Wednesday last, 
adopted resolutions strongly eondemning the Govern- 
ment scheme, and urging the House of Commons to 
refuse all grants for educational purposes. 


Tue Unrrartans or Liverroot.—On Tuesday, there 
was a meeting of the Unitarians of Lancashire, to con- 
sider the government scheme of education, held in 
Cross-street Chapel, Manchester. There were upwards 
of eighty individuals present at the commencement, 
fifty of whom it is caluulated were ministers, including 
the most influential in the denomination. The tenor of 
the resolutions was, approval of the scheme proposed by 
the Government, with some modification in the details, 
It was determined that a deputation should proceed to 
London to lay the resolutions before the Government. 


MancHeEsteR ANTI-STatTE-CuurcH ASSOCIATION, — 
A meeting convened by circular, of the Manchester 
members of this Association, was held at the rooms of 
the committee, Princess-street, on Thursday evening, 
to take into consideration the Government scheme of 
education. Present, George Hadfield, Esq., Rev. Dr. 
Nolan, Revs. W. M‘Kerrow, R. Morris, D. Rhys Ste- 
pas W. Patterson, J. Farrant; Messrs. Jamieson, 

umney, Falvey, Roberts, Mayo, J, Jones, Ferreday, 
Cheetham, W. Corns, Perkins, &c., &c. The Key. R 
Morris being moved to the chair, introduced the busi- 
ness of the meeting in an appropriate speech, and then 
he called on the Rev. W. M‘Kerrow, who said: That 
his frequent absence from former meetings of the com- 
mittee had arisen not from indisposition of mind, but 
from indisposition of body. He dwelt on the fact, that 
in his opinion too little attention had been paid to the 
principle on which the only forcible objection to the 
educational measure could be sustained. He had no 
sympathy with those who said, ‘‘ that if these measures 
were carried, then they would oppose the continuance 
of the connexion of the Church and State.”’ He be- 
lieved that Protestant Nonconformists should not rest 
the advocacy of their principles on that contingency. 
At the same time he was glad that at last such 
brethren were likely to be brought out [loud cheers]. 
Mr. M‘Kerrow then moved the first resolution. 
George Hadfield, Esq., seconded the _ resolution. 
His speech was listened to with great attention, and 
excited much applause. The Rev, D. Rhys Stephen 
moved the second resolution, and entered largely into 
a consideration of the anti-state-church principle. The 
resolution was seconded by the Rev. Dr. Nolan. With 
reference to the present condition of Dissenters, he 
thought that much of their weakness arose from a want 
of manly and uncompromising utterance of opinion, and 
a fearless application of principles, honestly held, at the 
polling-booth, and thereby to the deliberations of the 
Commons. The Rev. W. Patterson supported the reso- 
lution in an energetic speech, and urged the importance 
of consistent conduct on electors. Mr. Corns here 
observed, that in one of the late reports of the National 
School Society, it was said that many of the applica- 
tions to Mr. Burgess for teachers were for those who 
are not only competent in the ordinary respects, but 
who are also ‘able to battle with Dissent.’ Joseph 
Leese, jun, Esq., with much spirit, supported the reso- 
lution. The Chairman, in putting the resolution, re- 
ferred to the working of the voluntary principle in 
providing education in the town of Burton-upon-Trent. 
The resolution was unanimously carried. Mr. M‘Ker- 
row begged to add, that he thought one more resolution 
was necessary, and begged to submit one :—* That the 
secretaries put themselves timely into communication 
with Mr. Milner Gibson in order to ascertain his opin- 
ions on the question.’”’ When a distinct answer was 
received, it would then be for the Association to act. 
If the reply were unsatisfactory, it would then be for 
the Dissenting body to say whether they would not, at 
the next election, nominate a candidate of their own 
[great cheering]. To Mr. M. Gibson’s name Mr. Bright’s 
and Mr. Brotherton’s were added, and the resolution 
was passed unanimously. ‘The meeting broke up a 
little before ten o’¢lock.— Manchester Examiner. 


Lreeps.—The Leeds town council, on Monday, decided 
against the Government plan of education by a majority 
of twenty-seven to twenty-three. A memorial against 
the measure is also in course of signature, addressed to 
William Aldam, Esq., the member for the borough, 
and another to Lord Morpeth, from all the polling dis- 
tricts of the West Riding. 


Devonrort.—According to my statement last week, 
we have had (last evening, April 9th) the first of a 
series of three lectures on the Government education 
scheme. ‘The lecture was delivered by the Rev. J. 
Pyer, in the Town-hall, to a very large audience; in- 
deed, the room, which is seventy feet by forty, was well 
filled. The lecturer took up four points ;—I1st. He ob- 
jected that it was unnecessary; 2nd. That it was un- 
constitutional ; 3rd. He opposed it as involving a 
prodigal expenditure of public money; 4th. As being 
an attempt to saddle the country with a new religious 
establishment. The subjects were put in a clear and 
convincing light; and, whatever might have been the 
previous opinion of the persons convened, the frequent 
bursts of applause which greeted the lecturer pro- 
claimed, in a manner not to be mistaken, that the great 
majority of the meeting fully sympathized with the sen- 
timents put forth by him. The meeting was called by 
placards, and discussion invited, subject only to this 
restriction—that parties intending to take part in the 
proceedings of the evening should send in their names 
to the committee. One gentleman sent in his name, 
signifying his intention to oppose the movement. He, 
however, spent the time allotted him in complaining 
that it was an un-English meeting being subject to 
restrictions. He railed against former meetings, for not 
being open to fair and manly discussions, and seemed 
to intend (though he did not say) that the Dissenters 
had no right to hold meetings unless they allowed 
others to dictate of what order they should be. ‘The 
lecturer, in reply said that Mr. Nicholls (which is the 
gentleman’s name) had a perfect right to call a meeting 
of his own, and in his own way, and unhesitatingly de- 
clared that if such meeting were called, he (the lectu- 
rer) would make one of the party. [This announcement 
was followed with tremendous bursts of applause.} At 
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large assemblages on Monday and Tuesday evenings to 
hear the remaining lectures.—From a Correspondent, 


Brivewater.—At the close of a public lecture, held 
on Thursday, April 8th, in the Independent chapel, by 
Mr. Samuel Green (member of the Central Committee 
of Dissenters, in London), explanatory of the Minutes 
of Council of Education, a resolution was carried, not 
only disapproving the Government Education Scheme, 
but condemnatory of State interference in the education 
of the people in any way.—From a Correspondent. 


DetecaTe Meetine at LeicesteEr.—On Wednesday 
afternoon, at the Town Hall, a meeting of Delegates 
from all parts of the county was held, to take into con- 
sideration what steps should be taken to oppose the 
present scheme of Government Education. The Mayor’s 
parlour, in which the meeting was held, was crowded. 
Amongst the gentlemen present, were the Revds. Dr. 
Legge, J. Smedmore, J. Goadby, T. Stevenson, J, 
Bloodworth, and J. Green, of Leicester; the Revds. T, 
Mays, of Wigston, J. Davis, of Arnsby, Hopwood, of 
Lutterworth, J. Barnett, of Blaby, Owen, of Castle 
Donington, Gogerly, of Melton; and H. F. Coleman, 
Esq., of Evington Hall, Alderman T. Nunneley, Messrs, 
C. R. Edmonds, C. Billson, J. F. Winks, 8. Viccars, 
&c., &c. H. F. Coleman, Esq., presided. Dr. Legge 
moved, and Mr. Davis, of Arnsby, seconded the first 
resolution, which, with the others, will be found in our 
advertising columns. Mr. Edmonds, in the course of 
his speech, said: A fact which had come to his know- 
ledge, though he was not at liberty to say by what 
means, was, that Dr. Kay Shuttleworth had been heard 
to declare that, ‘‘give him that measure, and in five 
years there would not be a eae school in the 
kingdom”’ [hear, hear]. Still, some of the Dissenters 
in London thought it was a good measure. But what- 
ever those Dissenters might think of it, he could tell them 
that the opinion of the founders of it, and of Churchmen 
was, that it was for the purpose of fostering and up- 
holding the Church. Mr. Mays, of Wigston, quite 
agreed that they must never support any man at a 
future election who was in favour of this scheme. He 
had made up his mind never to give another vote to a 
man who supported such a measure [hear, hear], Mr. 
J. Bloodworth said he knew a little of what was taught 
in schools under the control of the Church, for at one 
period of his life he had taught one. In the first place, 
if a master happened to know anything he was not al- 
lowed to teach it [hear, hear]. And if he did, after the 
examinations he would be lectured for teaching too 
much. All that was allowed was to read the Bible and 
write; and if, by any means, a youth rose to the pitch 
of making out a bill in the commonest way, it was the 
very height of perfection. Grammar, geography, his- 
tory, and such things were prohibited. Well, he had 
what was called a private school as well as the parish 
school, and the parents wanted something more to be 
taught. He was told that he must say to them, that 
he was entirely guided by the committee in what was 
taught in the school, One gentleman, however, strongly 
urged him to teach his children something more, and 
he would stand byhim. Well, he did so, and he lost 
his place [laughter]. That was the way they edu- 
cated them in these schools. He never intended 
to vote for a man any more who was in favour 
of an established church. He had voted for one 
such man, but he never would for another. Mr. 
Winks was glad this measure had come upon them; 
it would purify the dissenters [hear, hear]. He was 
also glad to hear his brother Goadby say that he would 
not vote fora man in favour of such a measure. He 
(Mr. W.) would never again vote for one of the party, 
if this was to be the fashion of Whig legislation. The 
dissenters must all unite to turn out the Whigs. They 
had the power to doit. He would turn out every man 
who voted for this scheme [hear, hear]. Mr. Shardlow 
asked what was the opinion of the members of the 
borough on the subject? The Chairman stated that 
they had been written to respecting a previous petition. 
The letters had been acknowledged, but the members 
said not a word about the measure. Dr. Legge, Mr. 
C. Kk. Edmonds, and H. F. Coleman, Esq., were then 
appointed to wait upon the Prime Minister and the 
President of Council, in conformity with the 8th reso- 
lution. Mr. C, Billson thought it right to state that 
Mr. Mursell would have been present at the meeting 
but for his absence from the town, in fulfilment of an 
engagement entered into some eight or nine months 
ago. Votes of thanks were then passed to the Chair- 
man, for presiding, and to Mr. Edmonds for his services 
in London, and for drawing up the resolutions; after 
which the meeting broke up. 

SHOREDITCH YounG Men’s Commirrer.—On Friday 
evening last a very effective meeting, called by the 
Young Men’s Committee, and composed chiefly of work- 
ing men, was held in the school room of Providence 
Chapel, Shoreditch, for the purpose of opposing the 
Government education scheme. Mr. Thos. Dick took 
the chair at half- past seven o'clock. The speakers were 
Messrs. Joseph Smith (who moved a resolution to the 
effect that the province of government does not extend 
to the education of the people), Howard Bowser, C. G. 
Harding, Hawkins (Baptist minister of Bradford, Wilts), 
and others. A hope was expressed that the opponents 
of the present measure would hold themselves in readi- 
ness to form a league, to oppose, by constitutional 
means, all legislative interference with the mind and 
morals of the people. On a resolution being proposed 
that a petition to Parliament against the measure be 
adopted, an amendment was moved and seconded, to 
the effect that the voluntary efforts which had been 
made in aid of education were worthy of the warmest 
thanks of the nation, and also that gratitude was due to 
the Government for the aid which their present mea- 
Sure would secure tothe same object. The amendment 
was lost; the only hands held up for it being those of 
the mover and seconder. Messrs. ‘hos. Dick and 


Joseph Smith were appointed delegates to the Con- 
ference, 
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GLASGOW. 
TRIUMPH OF THE VOLUNTARIES. 
(From our Corresppndent. ) 
Glasgow, Saturday forenoon. 

It was a noble sight! Three thousand men uniting 
with heart and soul to record their solemn determina- 
tion not to submit to any further encroachment upon 
their liberties, and casting from them with lofty dis- 
dain the gold that should bribe them to be slaves! 
Freedom gained one other triumph over the wily 
despotism of a * proud aristeeracy,”” and a dominant 
church. Whether this be the utterance of ‘‘ truth and 
soberness "” let the facts determine. 

Your readers are aware, that about ten days ago Mr. 
Baines, from Leeds, visited this city, and gave a lecture 
in the Trades’-hall in explanation of the Minutes of 
Council of Education. The interest taken in the sub- 
ject was evinced by the large attendance: the hall was 
filled in every part with a most attentive audience. 
Upon the conclusion of Mr. Baines’s address, which 
continued for two hours and a quarter, Dr. Robson 
proposed a vote of thanks to the lecturer, which was 
simply seconded by Dr. Wardlaw, the proposer dis- 
tinctly stating, that this vote did not commit the meet- 
ing to an approval of Mr. Baines’s sentiments; and, 
also, that he understood that an early opportunity 
would be given to the inhabitants of Glasgow fairly and 
fully to discuss the question, and come to an enlight- 
ened decision upon its merits, Notwithstanding this, 
while the Chairman was putting the vote, a gentleman 
(Rev. A. J. D. D'Orsay, an Episcopal clergyman, and 
one of the masters of our High-school) rose and asked 
if this vote was intended to express approbation of the 
lecturer's sentiments; for, if it was, he was prepared to 
propose an amendment. Of course, immediate explana- 
tion was again given, which put an end for that even- 
ng to any discussion. 

This occurrence, however, led the opponents of the 
Government scheme to expect, that whenever the 
meeting to which Dr. Robson had referred was called, 
an opposition would be organized, and that an amend- 
ment in support of the Minutes of Council would be 
made. This prospect gave them no alarm; they rather 
rejoiced in it: truth was their object, and they knew 
that the friendly conflict of mind with mind would 
bring it out. Besides, they were well aware to what 
little weight would the decision be entitled were it 
that only of a section of the community, invited to at- 
tend because holding views consonant with theirs. 
From their first intention, therefore, they never for one 
moment thought of turning. The meeting must be one 
for fair, free, and open discussion of the question, whe- 
ther the result should be in accordance with, or in 
hostility to, the views of its promoters, 

A requisition was accordingly prepared, and pre- 
sented to the Right Honourable the Lord Provost. Its 
terms were :—A public meeting of the inhabitants of 
Glasgow to consider the scheme of national education 
proposed by Government. The place selected was the 
City-hall, the largest place of meeting in the town ; 
and the time, Friday evening last, at seven o'clock. 
The Lord Provost kindly consented to occupy the chair. 

The evening came. About a quarter-past seven his 
Lordship took the chair. Immediately to his right were 
seated Dr. Taylor, successor to the late Dr. Heugh, Dr. 
King, and Rev. Wm. Anderson. On his left were the 
Rev. A. J. D. D’Ursay, Mr. Connor, head master of the 
Western Academy, and W. P. Paton, Esq. ‘The rest of 
the platform was filled by various ministers and gentle- 
men of respectability and influence, and, as was ere long 
apparent, of opposite views and feelings. At this hour 
the hall was not crowded, but after eight every part of 
it was packed. We except the eastern gallery, where it 
is difficult to hear the speakers. ‘The attendance of 
ladies was very thin. The bulk were men in the prime 
of life. 

His Lorpsu1?P, after a few introductory remarks, called 
upon Dr. ‘Taylor to move the resolutions. 

Dr. Tay or, on rising, was received with loud cheers, 
He commenced by reading the resolutions. His speech 
in support of them was most able. I cannot detail even 
its most prominent points; the whole will well repay 
perusal. One point only would I notice; as to 
the duty of the state, his views accord with Dr, 
Vaughan’s—rather, may I not say, with what Dr. 
Vaughan’s views were. ‘Those views, as it appears to 
me, will be realised in this country, when Dr. Chalmers’ 
ideal church establishment is—then, but not till then. 
This, however, was an open question. ‘The resolutions 
expressed no opinion on its merits, and how far the 
meeting sympathized with the worthy doctor on this 
point I cannot pretend to say. 

After him rose Dr. King, a very—Goliath I was about 
to say—rather let me say a very David in intellectual 
conflict. There is a simplicity, an openness, an art- 
lessness, a calmness and gentleness, but withal a 
power, in Dr. King, that seems to demand this 
correction. He never appeared to greater advan- 
tage. Read his speech. I feel it difficult to believe 
that any unbiassed mind can refuse its assent to his 
conclusions. He criticised, in a masterly style, the 
pamphlet, **‘The School, the Government, and the 
Church,” a copy of which, it seems, had been sent him 
under envelope, superscribed, *‘On her Majesty's ser- 
vice.”’ Some of his most telling arguments were based 
upon its representations. I will not attempt to describe- 
the enthusiasm the meeting occasionally displayed 
during those speeches; the app!ause was at times loud 
and prolonged, a few hisses serving only to stimulate 
and excite It. 

The motion being put to the meeting, the Rev. A. J. 
D, D'Orsay rose, a moved an amendment, which? was 
seconded by Mr. Connor. In regard to the former 
gentleman's speech it was difficult sometimes to believe 
him really in earnest, so ludicrous were some of his 
reasonings. Frequently, a loud laugh burst from the 
audience, in which the honourable gentleman did not 
hesitate to join. His supporter, however, was certainly 
in earnest. One incident which it is not likely you 
will gather from the papers I must give you. He 
adduced Dr. Vaughan in support of the assertion, that 
8,000,000 persons in England and Wales could not read 
theirown names. He read the passage from the work, and 


was proceeding with his address, when a gentleman on 
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. the platform handed Dr. Vaughan’s pamphlet, and 


asked him to correct this quotation. He read it agai 
as he had formerly i “Read!” said the athe. 
man; “is it not write?" He looked—oh, yes, write 
their own names. He was asked to finish the sentence. 
He did so, and read 5,000,000 are not masters of their 
own tongue, or words to that effect. He apologised for 
the slip of the eye; but it was with difficulty the meet- 
ing allowed him to go on. 

After he had finished, other two amendments, I think, 
were proposed apparently by working-men. Two or 
or three of the speakers, however, wandered so very 
far from the question, and so evidently for the purpose 
of venting their hostility to priests, that the meeting 
would not hear them, One or two, however, spoke to 
the point, and were heard with patience, 

Now came the vote for the various amendments, one 
by one; I do not think many more than twenty hands 
at the utmost were raised; while the original motion 
was carried by a forest of hands, with waving of hats, 
&c., and most exultant applause. 

Rev. W. Anpgrson then, very shortly—it was now 
twelve o'clock—moved that a petition founded upon the 
resolutions should be prepared and forwarded to the 
members of the City for presentation to the Commons, 
with a request to them to give the prayer of it their 
strenuous support. After a vote of thanks to the Lord 
Provost, for his conduct in the chair, the meeting was 
dismissed. 

Now, how do the friends of the measure intend to 
counterbalance this demonstration? They have called 
a packed meeting of the * Friends of National Educa- 
tion,’’ to be held in the Trades’-hall on Thursday next, 
at three o’clock. The place will not hold one.fifth of 
those who were in the City-hall. The hour—whom 
will it suit? and then it must consist of “ Friends of 
National Education.’” I may let you hear about the 
result. Meantime, I must close, 


Epinspurcu Town Councit.—The Town Council of 
Edinburgh met on Tuesday last, the Lord Provost in 
the chair, when the subject of the Government educa- 
tion scheme was introduced by Mr. Russell, who moved 
a series of resolutions condemnatory of the plan, on the 
ground of the immense patronage which it gave into 
the hands of Government, its expense to the country, 
and the augmented influence it would confer upon the 
clergy. Mr. Russell embodied his resolutions in a me- 
morial to her Majesty's Ministers, praying that the 
measure be forthwith abandoned, Dr. Renton seconded 
the motion. The Lord Provost, at great length, op- 
posed the motion, and submitted certain resolutions as 
an amendment, favourable to State education, and to a 
trial of the present scheme, but guarding the Council 
from an expression of entire approval of the Government 
plan. tailie Mack seconded the amendment. Mr. 
Stott opposed the Lord Provost's amendment. Baihe 
Duncan followed on the same side. The Council then 
divided, when the Lord Provost's amendment was 
carried by a majority of one, the numbers being, for 
the amendment 12, against it 11. Mr. Cruickshank did 
not vote. 


MEETING IN FAVOUR OF THE MEASURE, 
THE DIOCESE OF ROCHESTER, 

The annual general meeting of the Herts division of 
the Rochester Diocesan Board of Education took place 
on Wednesday, in the Town-hall of St. Alban’s. The 
Bishop of Rochester presided. The report for the year 
gave a satisfactory account of the pecuniary resources 
of the Board, and incidentally mentioned the benefits 
which had resulted from Government inspection to the 
schools periodically visited by the inspectors. The ice 
thus broken, the meeting warmed at its work, and pro- 
ceeded to pass a resolution expressing cordial assent 
and grateful acknowledgments for the plan of education 
proposed by the Government. Archdeacon Burerly, in 
seconding the resolution, said, he believed the great 
majority, perhaps the whole, of the clergy would soon 
arrive at the conclusion that it would be a great mis- 
fortune if their schools were deprived of the advantage 
of inspection :— 

He thought it scarcely necessary to say anything with 
reference to the objection that the Church of England could 
not receive the assistance now offered by Government with- 
out a sacrifice of principle. That aid was offered to the 
Church unshackled by any restrictions; the Church was 
left in full possession of its own ordinances; it was left to 
regulate the religious education of the children committed 
to its care according to its own will. The Minutes of Privy 
Council went even further than this, for they intimated as 
strongly as it was possible to do without a direct requisition, 
which of coirse could not be made, that the clergy of the 
Established Church would be expected to take their part in 
the religious portion of the examination of the stipendiary 
monitors and pupil-teachers, throughout the whole course 
of their training [hear]. This would keep the Church in 
its proper position, and would afford the clergy ample 
means of discharging their duty to their neighbours and 
to God. He considered that the claims of the Church 
of England to the larger proportion of the proposed 
grant could not be denied, for that church possessed a 
great numerical superiority in the country and a great 
superiority of wealth—he referred to the share which the 
members of the Established Church contributed to the 
great national stock or fund from which the Parliamentary 
vote was to be taken. He considered that any objections 
which might formerly have existed to the acceptance by the 

urch of such an offer as was now made by the Govern- 
ment had been removed. If they looked at the inspectors, . 
they found that they were, almost without exception, clergy- 
men of their own communion, who had been educated at 
the universities, and who entertained the strongest regard 
for the doctrines and discipline of the Church of England. 
But, if any further security were needed, it was found in the 
tact that these inspectors could not be appointed except by 
the highest ecclesiastical authority in the Church. 

A resolution to establish a normal industrial school 
for training female teachers in the diocese of Rochester, 
was unanimously adopted. 


MAKK LANS. Tuis Day. 


—_—~< ~ ee _— ——-- LD ON 


CORN MA R K “Kr. 


_ 


W heat Barley | Oata | Beans | Peas (Flour. 
English «»». | 1780| 160} 40 1040 
Scotcheeceese 
Lrish eseeee 870 
Foreign eoee 2430 3870 13700 


—_ + 
a = * a ~~ ," a ; = 


228 


The Nonconformist. 


Bes oe ir 
Ae 4 f 

; a oee: 
a . or 

g ; J i: 

: ee 


Terms for advertising in the Nonconformist. 
For Eight Lines and under. ..... 68. 0d. 

For every additional Two Lines... 6d, 
Halfa Column... £1 | Column....... £2 
*,* All communications to the Editor should be addressed 
to the office, 4, Horse-shoe Court, Ludgate Hill. 


THE Publishing Office of the Nonconformist is 
removed to 4, Horse Shoe-court, Ludgate-hill ; 
where all Communications to the Editor and Pub- 
lisher should in future be addressed. All remit- 
tances and post-office orders should be made 
payable to Charles Miall. 


EXTRA NUMBER. 

In order to give a full report of the important pro- 
ceedings of the Conference now sitting at Crosby-hall, 
and of the aggregate meeting to be held at Exeter- 
hall, on Thursday evening, we have determined to 
publish an extra number on Friday next. The paper 
may be obtained of all news agents, or by the trans- 
mission of six postege stamps to the Office. 


Che Ponconformist. 


LONDON: WEDNESDAY, APRIL 14, 1847. 


SUMMARY. 


THE large demands upon our space this week, made by 
the report of the proceedings of the Conference on Edu- 
cation, prevent us from giving at the length we could 
wish, the various accounts we have received of the 
progress of the opposition. We must, therefore, con- 
tent ourselves, in many instances, with the simple 
mention of places in which meetings have been held. 
Birmingham and Glasgow have, in the most decided 
manner, added their verdict to that of Leeds, Shef:- 
field, Bristol, and other important towns in con- 
demnation of the Ministerial measure. At Birming- 
ham the result was the more striking from the fact, 
that all the local journals are in favour of the scheme, 
and that the Church party had made great efforts to 
obtain a majority. In spite, however, of these un- 
favourable circumstances Birmingham, in a meeting 
composed of upwards of 8,000 persons, unequivocally 
rejected the Privy Council snare. At Glasgow the 
decision of the public was not less satisfactory. 


On the other hand, the extensive circulation, at 
the public expense, of Mr. Shuttleworth’s pamphlet, 
professing to give an explanation of the Minutes— 
the declaration of Lord Morpeth—and the move- 
ments of the clergy, in support of Ministers, are 
evidences of a determination to press torward 
the plan in spite of all opposition. So intent 
are the clergy upon securing the advantages 
held out to them, that they are extensively agitating 
in its favour. A central committee has been formed 
in London, of which Lord Ashley is chairman—a form 
of petition, in favour of the scheme, sent out to the 
clergy for general signature—and a public meeting, 
under their auspices, is to be held at the London 
Tavern on Friday next. But by far the most import- 
ant success of the Government is to be found in the 
compromise effected with the leaders of the Wesley- 
ans. It is confidently believed, that the Wesleyan 
Committee have received an intimation from an ofh- 
cial quarter, that Ministers, in order to silence that 
body, and some of the Church opponents of the 
Minutes, intend to exclude the Koman Catholic 
schools from all benefit under the proposed scheme. 
It is, moreover, added (says the Leeds Mercury), that 
whilst Government have thus sacrificed the Catholics 
for the present, they have said that they will not feel 
themselves precluded from dealing with the case ot 
the Roman Catholics in future Minutes!! The Record 
and Watchman protess themselves satisfied with these 
intimations, although perfectly aware that they are 
intended to pave the way for the carrying out of the 
principle which they have so long denounced-—the 
indiscriminate payment of all religions. ‘The oppo- 
nents of the measure can, therefore, reckon upon the 
co-operation of but a small por.ion of the Wesleyan 
body — upon those only, in fact, who are manly 
enough to act without their leaders, and resist the 
seductive offers of the State. 

The Free Church of Scotland also evinces a dispo- 
sition to make terms with Government. Ata meet- 
ing of the Edinburgh Presbytery, on Wednesday last, 
a committee was appointed on the motion of Dr. 
Candlish, to take the Minutes of Council into their 
consideration, with a view to determine what steps 


should be taken by that body in relation to the same. 


In the course of a ‘ong speech the Doctor gave a 
qualitied approval to the Ministerial plan. “ He held, 
most decidedly and clearly, that if Government 
proposed to assist the Christian church in the educa- 
tion of the young, the prima facie presumption was, 
that the church ought to avail itself of that assistance. 
He trusted that they would be thoroughly upon their 
guard against the temptation of their position, to 
adopt the ground of the Voluntaries. He was pre- 
pared to announce further, as another principle, that 
he saw very great advantages in the State under- 
taking the work of education through the churches, 
and in concert and co-operation with them. If the 
Government plan were limited so as to co-operate 
with and aid the efforts of Protestant Evangelical 
churches, they could not say anything against it, but: 


he thought they should be singularly jealous of any 
proposal on the subject that contemplated the indis- 
criminate support of all religions.” The motion was 
agreed to; the report of the committee to be received 
on Friday next. From the tenor of the above ex- 
tract there is little doubt that the determination of the 
Free Church will be similar to that of the Wesleyan 
Committee. 


Meanwhile, we trust the opponents of the Minis- 
terial scheme will redouble their exertions. They 
have but a few days left for active agitation before 
the discussion in the House of Commons. Let no 
efforts be thrown away. Let petitions be poured 
into the House, and. members be well plied 
with memorials. And then, if Parliament ventures 
to give its sanction to this unconstitutional and 
dangerous measure, we shall at least be able to dis- 
charge our own consciences of all blame, and be in a 
better position to adopt that liné of policy which the 
exigencies of their position, no less than the require- 
ments of their principles, will compel the whole body 
of Protestant Dissenters to carry out. 


GOVERNMENT SCHEME OF EDUCATION. 
THE CONFERENCE. 


THE plan of Government for the education of the 
working-classes of Great Britain, developed in the 
Minutes of the Committee of Council on Education, 
and the progress of the agitation directed towards its 
defeat, absorbing, for the present, as we suspect, the 
interest of the bulk of our readers, and the fact, that 
at this moment, no other political topic of general im- 
portance has possession of the public mind, will justify 
the devotion of nearly the whole of our space, this 
week, to this question, in one or other of its aspects. 
The Conference, which commenced its sittings yester- 
a in Crosby-hall, a report of whose proceedings 
will be found in another place, naturally suggests 
matter for editorial comment—and, at the risk of ex- 
citing the complaint of toujours perdriz, we avail our- 
selves of the opportunity, for saying what otherwise 
might escape us. 


The number of delegates attending the Conference 
may be considered large, comparatively rather than 
absolutely. ‘The names given in to the Central Com- 
mittee, are more numerous than was the actual at- 
tendance at yesterday’s silting. It must be borne in 
mind, however, that long prior to the calling of this 
assembly, and, indeed, in accordance with provisions 
adopted three years back, many of the active and ear- 
nest Dissenters had made their arrangements to be 
present at the Triennial Conference of the Anti-state- 
church Association—arrangements which they would 
not permit any temporary exigency to supersede. 
Some of this class, unable to send representatives to 
both, have deliberately preferred to throw such in- 
fluence as they possess into the more radical and per- 
manent agitation, under the conviction that they 
would thereby husband their strength, and bring it 
to bear upon a point on which it will tell most effec- 
tually. And, if we may gather a conclusion from the 
tone of feeling which evidently pervaded the meeting 
held yesterday, or from the response elicited by the 
speeches addressed to them, we might venture to af- 
firm, that of the hundreds then present, the vast ma- 
jority are more anxious to array themselves against 
the State-church principle, as embodied in existing in- 
stitutions, than to waste their energies in successive 
agitations, having no further object than the defeat of 
new and special manifestations of it. In short, we 
are convinced, that there is an increasing distaste for 
skirmishes about mere outworks, and a strong and 
growing impatience to join in a combined movement 
against the citadel itself. 


Unlike the Anti-Maynooth Conference, at which, it 
will be remembered, there was a serious difference of 
opinion as to the policy of renouncing all political al- 
liances, and bringing electoral action into the field in 
support of Anti-establishment principles, the present 
conference, we judge, is fully prepared to sanction 
this more decided course. If any variance of judg 
ment should ultimately display itself in this matter, it 
will probably relate to the most efficient mode of 
organizing the general feeling. If faith may be placed 
in the public declarations of men whose honour none 
would be disposed to impeach—and if those men re- 
present the sentiments entertained by any consider- 
able section of the nonconforming body—then, we 
are, at length, able to congratulate our readers on 
the fact, that Dissent and Whiggery are virtually di- 
vorced. ‘The party which has called the wires by 
which the political influence and resources of Dis- 
senters were wont to Le set in motion—which, upon 
the strength of past service, amply repaid, has used 
us as a powerful agency for forwarding their own 
purposes — which has invariably discouraged in 
us, a manly and independent line of action—which, 
by blandishments distributed with marvellous 
tact, has shut the mouths of some of our best men, 
and done much to neutralize the honesty of all— 
which has imposed upon us fresh eg¢clesiastical bur- 
dens wherever practicable, and exults in the hope of 
establishing the Roman Catholic Church in Ireland— 
this party has disclosed its ultimate objects so nakedly, 
so offensively, so doggedly, in the Minutes of Council, 
as to have cut asunder the last link of attachment 
between Dissenters and itself, and to have compelled 
even the most moderate to renounce allegiance to it 
for ever. To us, it appears, that the rupture is of a 
kind which will admit of no mending. ‘The severance 
is so complete, that reconciliation can only be 
affected, by the renunciation, on the one side or the 
other, of fundamental principles. The two powers 
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can no longer act in unison. There remains for 
them no common ground—no room for co-operation. 
The Whigs have smitten us, not by mistake, nor in 
the heat of passion—but coolly, contemptuously, 
after earnest remonstrance, and in a manner the 
most insulting. They have left to us no possibility 
upon which to hang a doubt, as to what is in their 
hearts. They are ready, they are anxious, to destroy 
us, and to hand the country over once again to 
priestly domination. So eager are they to carry this 
point, that they are willing to propose a temporar 

compromise of every great political principle with 
which they have been, of late yeurs, identified, 
Hence, reluctant as some persons are to part com- 
pany with those whom ps have long and de- 
votedly served, and for whose advancement they 
have laboured unweariedly, and sacrificed not a little 
with cheerfulness, they realiy have no choice. The 

are turned hopelessly adrift. ‘They are cut, with a 
sneer and a simper which preclude all thought of 
future friendship. Our allies have paid us the 
proper wages of our mistaken servitude, and we are 
now left to shift for ourselves. Perhaps, the tone of 
feeling in the Conference is both nobler and more 
high-principled than this—but, certainly, it betokens 
an everlasting disruption between the Whigs and 
the Dissenters. 


There is another feature of the present Conference 
that has struck us—it is, the difficulty in which some 
of its prominent members are placed by their past 
treatment of the Anti-state-church cause, and the for- 
bearance with which, hitnerto, they have been treated 
by its supporters. ‘The position they take—the argu- 
ments they employ—the tone of earnestness they 
evince—the decided action they recommend—are 
precisely the same as some of them have severely re- 
buked as ultraism in others. The value of first prin- 
ciples—nay, of abstract principles—they not only now 
recognize, but dilate upon; and the dignity, as well 
as necessily, of abiding by these principles, unmoved 
by all the enticements of a momentary expediency, 
they are eager to enforce upon the consciences of their 
hearers. We rejoice in their advance. We hail with 
delight their agreement with us as to the real scope 
of practical duty. We hope they will spare us the 
pain of being obliged to allude with regret to what 
we would rather consign to oblivion. But it must be 
obvious, that such forbearance would degenerate into 
unfaithfulness, if extended to a mere special and 
limited action of right rules of conduct. We cannot 
allow of credit being taken fcr committing one’s-self 
exclusively to the guidance of great principles, if we 
are to understand such committal to have reference 
to this educational question on/y. There is another 
and a still more important controversy—one of long 
standing—one the settlement of which involves stu- 
pendous consequences—ahout which some Dissenters 
have yet to pronounce, and upon which they have yet 
to take their determined stand. The maxims which 
are good for to-day will be good also for to-morrow. 
That which is praiseworthy and noble in reference to 
the educational scheme, a mere off-shoot from the 
Establishment, cannot be doubtful or out of place in 
reference to the State-church itself—the root of all 
these evils. We have no disposition to drive sound 
men into the attitude of self-defence—but we suggest 
to them whether generosity, to speak of no other mo- 
live, does not prompt as full and thorough a repudia- 
tion of practical maxims, found to be in the present 
instance worthless, and even dangerous, as will ob- 
literate at once all the hard things which have been 
meted out to men for having renounced them when 
they chanced to be in fashion. 


That the Conference will avail to change or even to 
modify the intentions of her Majesty’s Ministers, we 
do not expect. That it will add many to the minority 
in Parliament who will vote against the grant, is not 
likely. ‘The value of such a meeting is to be sought 
in the reflecting influence it will exercise upon those 
who attend it. Here, doubtless, the gain will fully 
compensate for the sacrifice. But it. becomes the 
Dissenters to impress upon themselves the: conviction, 
that no machinery can now greatly aid their ultimate 
designs, but that which takes pains to create a public 
opinion, and then sets honestly about employing it. 
Precept and example—teaching and doing—the press, 
the pulpit, the platform, and the poll-booth—these 
are our resources. Neglecting these, we shall attempt 
in vain to derive advantage from political parties. if 
we would achieve a lasting triumph we must first of 
all deserve it. 


STATE EDUCATION FOR THE COLONIES. 


Mr. Kay SnHUTTLEWORTH, the _ex-Dissenting 
Sunday-school teacher, and Secretary of the Com- 
mittee of Council on Education, may boast of wield- 
ing a eee such as is exercised only by a dictator. 
He is able, with, of course, the formal sanction of the 
Committee, to introduce new principles into the 
policy of this country without the sanction of Parli- 
ament, and even to suspend for a while the guarantees 
of the Catholic Emancipation Act, in order the more 
effectually to hoodwink the hesitating Wesleyans. 
We can, therefore, fully believe in the genuineness of 
the remark, said lately to have been made by him,— 
‘ Let these Minutes be passed, and in five years there 
shall not be a Dissenting school in the country.” In 
the colonies, too, this indefatigable pioneer of Whig 
centralization is laying his snares, unhappily with but 
little opposition. In a late number, we intimated 
that Earl Grey had recommended to the Governor of 
Trinidad a compulsory system of State education— 
compulsory, that is, upon the Creole population. 
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A late number of the 7'rintdad Spectator throws some 
further light upon this proposal, and we commend 
the subjoined extracts to the attention of those who 
give the ministers the most implicit confidence in 
their professions of regard to the principles of civil 
and religious liberty, in proposing their insidious 
Minutes :-— 


‘The proceedings at the Council Board, on Monday, 
were of considerable interest and importance to the com- 
munity. The despatch from Earl Grey on the subject of 
education, and the long, wordy, and wearisome ‘ Brief 
Practical Suggestions,’”’ on schools of industry, model 
farms, schools, and normal schools, signed B. K. Shuttle- 
worth, at the office of the Privy Council, are ominous docu- 
ments. The desire and seeming determination, on the part 
of the Government, to have the youth in the colonies edu- 
cated, deserve the highest commendation; but, from the 
documents referred to, there is ground to fear that any 
educational measure adopted or sanctioned by the present 
Secretary for the Colonies, will have in it the elements of 
its own destruction. We allude to the freqnent references 
in ‘the Despatch’ and in the ‘ Brief Practical Suggestions,’ 
to religious instruction. In our estimation, religious in- 
struction is essential to the well being of man. . e 8 
We feel serious alarm with regard to the educational mea- 
sure likely to be conferred or forced upon us by the Govern- 
ment at no distant day. If it proves purely secular, we 
shall hail it, and receive it with open arms; but, if it inter- 
fere with man’s allegiance to his Maker—if it trench one 
hair’s-breadth on liberty of conscience, even through the 
medium of the purse—we will fearlessly and loudly denounce 
it, and strain every nerve to render it nugatory, because, if 
winked at, being essentially unjust and impious, it could 
not fail to prove a fearful, political, moral, and religious 
curse. We do trust that Lord Harris will give this im- 
portant subject his best consideration. . In Earl 
Grey’s Despatch, and in B. Kay Shuttleworth’s ‘ Brief 
Practical Suggestions,’ having Privy Council authority, 
there are frequent reference to prayers and religious in- 
struction. We should like to know what royal stereotyped 
prayers are intended to be used in the school, whether those 
of the Church of England, Scotland, Ireland, or India; all 
which are sanctioned by British authority and supported by 
Britain’s Treasury—a fact that will remain a blot on the 
page of Britain’s history till the end of time. In Trinidad 
we have already more than enough of State-paid religion. 
It is a burden and not a benefit.” 


We find the Colonial Secretary’s and Mr. Shuttle- 
worth’s scheme more fully developed in a despatch 
to the Governor of Guiana, for, as we surmised, it is 
by no means to be confined to the island of Trinidad. 
The despatch is dated January 20th, 1847, and makes 
suggestions for “ organizing and conducting schools 
of industry, model farm schools, and normal schools, as 
part of a system of education for the coloured races 


of the British colonies.” The following is an extract 
from his lordship’s despatch :— 


“To whatever extent (says Lord Grey) the schools 
might succeed or fail in bearing their expenses, I cannot 
but indulge the hope that the Legislature of the colonies, 
will acknowledge the paramount importance of causing 
such schouls to be established, and will make such pro- 
Visions as may be required for the purpose. And if it 
were necessary to raise money by a newimpost, I should 
not object on the part of the crown, to a tax falling directly 
on the people at large, provided the proceeds were made 
exClusively applicable to the education of their children ; 
nor should I indeed be averse to any well-considered law, 
which could constrain the parents of children not exceeding 
@ specific age, to send such children to school (under a 
penalty for neglecting to do so, unless for cause shown), 
and pay a specified sum for their schooling. The choice 
of the school should be left, of course, to the parents, pro- 
vided only it were certified by some public functionary to 
be appointed for the purpose, or by some minister of the 
Guspel, to be a school competently conducted.” 


Such is a brief outline of the plan concocted by 
the Government at home for placing the minds of 
the coloured population Rel see under the con- 
trul of the local authorities—a plan which the Guiana 
Congregational Record declares, will produce the 
most injurious effects upon the labouring classes; and 
which, with the assistance of the new bondage ordi- 
nances lately passed will effectually place them in a 
state of helpless subjection to the planting aristocracy. 


THe WeEstEYANS AND THE GOVERNMENT EDUCATION 
ScueMre.—MAnNcHEsTER, APRIL 12.—It is known that 
the Wesleyan committee of privileges, having adjourned 
its sittings from London to this place, after their inter- 
view with the Marquis of Lansdowne, have had several 
meetings since then, and the result of these is stated to 
be that the committee have resolved not to oppose the 
government scheme. ‘The question which is believed 
to have been the subject of negotiation is as to the use 
of any other than the authored version of the Scrip- 
tures in schools supported from the parliamentary grant ; 
the explanation by the Privy Council that only schools 
using the legalized version would receive support being 
deemed satistactory.— Globe. 


Mr. DovG.ass intends to reside in Lynn, Massachu- 
setts, and he has been provided with the means of es- 
tablishing a printing-oflice, with the view of enabling 
him to publish a paper, edited by himself, the great 
object of which is to be the furtherance of the abolition 
cause.— Manchester Guardian. 


GvuILDHALL had a narrow escape from being burnt 
down on Fiiday morning. A fire was di-covered to be 
fiercely raging in one of the cellars filled with coals and 
faggots. it was put out with some difficulty. 


Caution.—A most impudent fraud was effected 
on Monday morning last, at the house of Mr. A. 
Cockshaw, 48, LBuker-street, Lloyd’s-square. A 
decently-dressed man, in a frock coat, presented him- 
self, about half-past nine o’clock, and stating that he 
had come from Mr. C's office in the City, for a coat 
which Mr. C. required in consequence of his having 
to accompany a gentleman (mentioning his name) on 
business. Suspicion was lulled from this circumstance, 
and Mr, C.’s daughter at once gave the fellow a dress- 
coat, waistcoat, and silk pocket-handkerchief, carefully 
Wrapped in a travelling-shawl, with which he speedily 

ecamped, leaving no trace for his discovery. 
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MOVEMENT 


AGAINST THE 


MINUTES OF COUNCIL. 


CONFERENCE AT CROSBY HALL. 

The Conference announced to be held on this subject 
commenced its sittings at Crosby Hall, Bishopsgate- 
street, on Tuesday morning, the 13th inst. At ten 
o'clock a considerable number of Delegates had assem- 
bled, and they continued to arrive throughout the 
day, until every part of the hall was crowded. On the 
platform we observed Dr. R. W. Hamilton, Dr. Godwin, 
Dr. Vaughan, Dr. T. Price, Dr. Jenkyn, Dr. Massie, 
Dr. Legge, and the Revds. J. H. Hinton, J, A. James 
(Birmingham), C. Stovel, S. T. Porter (Darwen), 
J. W. Richardson, R. Ainslie, &c. &.; G. W. Alexan- 


der, J. Sturge, Edward Miall, Edward Baines, jun., 
Esqrs., &c. &c. 


Mr. J. H. Hinton, Baptist minister, having of- 
fered up prayer, took the chair pro tem, and said: 
Brethren and friends, not to assume a position of dis- 
tinction, but to fulfil a duty imposed upon me by the 
Central Committee, have I placed myself before you. 
My duty, in brief, is to explain to you the circumstances 
under which you have been called together, and the ob- 
ject now presented to you. The body by whom you 
have been convened is the Central Committee for pro- 
moting opposition to the measure respecting education, 
developed in the Minutes of Council on Education of Au- 
gust and December last, and now before the public. That 
Central Committee was formed at a meeting called by 
public advertisement, in the City of London, and is re- 
presentative inasmuch as it contains members of many 
religious communities, —is representative fairly. Hav 
ing carried out a strenuous opposition in conjunction with 
many friends of similar sentiments in many parts of the 
country without apparent effect, till Lord John Russell 
announced that on the 19:h of April he should bring 
forward the Educational Scheme, they availed them- 
selves readily of the suggestion that reached them from 
various parts of the country, to call a General Confer- 
ence. ‘hey have complied, and if they have assumed 
too much, they ask at your hands at least an act of in- 
demnity. The object in view is to give the fullest pos- 
sible expression and the freesc possible expression of 
opinion in relation to the measures of Government, and 
to resolve upon any practical course that may seem good 
to you in this matter, and carry it out. ‘There is but 
one point in which the Central Committee have ven- 
tured tu anticipate your decision, that one relates to the 
great public meeting they have convened for Thursday 
next. ‘They thought it certain that you would wish 
that such a meeting should be convened in connexion 
with the Conference, but it was necessary it should be 
convened, if at all, before yourarrival. All the arrange- 
ments of that meeting are at your discretion, the fact 
only of the meeting having been resolved upon. Having 
made that statement, my duty is discharged, and it lies 
with you now to elect a Chairman for the Conference, 
When that part of the daty sha'l have been complied 
with, I shall vacate the chair for the gentlemen on 
whom your vote may fall. 

Dr. VAuGHAN moved that the nomination of a Chair- 
man be referred to a Committee to be appointed forth- 
with. 

The motion having been seconded, Dr. Vaughan, 
Alderman Kershaw, Mr. Sturge, Dr. Godwin, and Dr. 
T. Price were then nominated. 

Mr. J. H. Hinton stated that an application had been 
made to Lord John Russell to inquire whether he would 
be prepared to receive a deputation on the 14th inst., 
and to which his lordship’s reply had been received. 
The following are the letters written by the respective 
parties :— 

: King’s Head, Poultry, April 9, 1847. 

My Lorp,—I am instructed by the Central Committee 
appointed to oppose the Minutes of the Committee of 
Council on Education, of August ard December, 1846, to 
inform your lordshio that, in compliance with suggestions 
from many quarters, they have taken measures for con- 


vening in London a general conference of the opponents of 
the measure that those Minutes involve. 

The Central Committee, deeming it probable that the 
contemplated Conference will be disposed to solicit the 
honour of an interview with your lordship, have directed 
me to communicate their impression to your lordship, and, 
out of regard to your lordship’s convenience, to inquire 
whether your lordship’s numerous engagements will leave 
the members of the Conference any room to hope that your 
lordship will be able to receive a deputation of their number 
at any hour on the 14th instant, 

In making this request, | am instructed to assure your 
lordship that the Central Committee have no other object 
in view than to study your convenience by anticipating a 
request which might be made on the part of the Confer- 
ence itself, at so late a period as to be inconvenient. 

I am, my lord, with great respect, your lurdship’s obedi- 
ent humble servant, J. M. Hare. 

Right Hon, Lord John Russell. 


Downing: street, 10th April, 1847. 

Sin,—I am desired by Lord John Russell to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your letter of the 9th inst. 

In reply, I have to acquaint you that his lordship has 
already received several deputations on the same subject, 
and being now se fully occupied by the great press of public 
business, will be unable to name a time for an interview 
with the members of the Conference. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

J. M. Hare, Esq. kK, W. Grey. 

Dr. Lecor (Leicester) congratulated the meeting 
upon the reply. He had, in conjunction with 
some of his friends in Leicestershire, made a similar 
application, and had received a similar answer. He 


of Leicestershire, and was afraid that the deputations 
would come down upon him like the bulls of Bashan 
[laughter]. | 


Dr. VauGnan then announced that the election of the 


Committee had fallen on Mr. Alderman Kershaw, of 
Manchester. .The worthy Alderman was then pro- | 


supposed that his lordship had heard of the meadows | Classes. 


‘the last is, that since the introduction of Sir James 
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posed to the meeting, and the resolution unanimously 
adopted. 

tr. J. H. Hrxtonw then laid before the Chairman a 
programme of the suggested proceedings of the meet- 
ing, wishing it to be understood that it was entirely 
open to the Conterence as to whether or not it would 
adopt it. 

r, ALDERMAN Kersnaw having taken the chair 
then rose and said: I confess 1 am taken greatly b eur- 
prise by the appointment you have made of your Ohair. 
man, and I feel most deeply that I shall have to throw 
myself upon your kind indulgence. I have not been 
much accustomed to preside over large meetings of this 
kind, but 1 do assure you that I bring to this meeting 
in which you are assembled a most anxious desire that 
our discussions should be such as shall convince the 
Government and the country that we are in earnest in 
the assertion of our sentiments, and that we feel most 
deeply the position in which the Minutes of Council 
will place us as a body. I will not, however, detain 
you with any further observations, but proceed at once 
(o the business of the day, as I feel confident that the 
time will be better occupied by listening to the observa- 
tions of other gentlemen who will address you than 
by any that I can make. 

J. M. Hars, Esq., then read the programme of the 
suggested proceedings for the day. 

Mr. Barritt, (of Grantham), minister, then moved 
the appointment of the following gentlemen to con- 
stitute a Business Committee :—G. W. Alexander, Eaq., 
F. Wills, Esq., of Bristol, Dr. Legge, of Leicester, 
Dr. T. Price, Mr. J. Ely, Mr. J. H. Hinton, Edward 
Baines, jun., Esq., Mr. E. Miall, Dr. Vaughan, Dr. 
Massie, and Joseph Sturge, Esq. 

The resolution was put and carried. 

The CuarnMan then invited the Conference to a free 
discu-sion upon the subject, by stating their opinions. 

Mr. R. Asie having been called for, rose and said : 
I rise at your call, but I will only occupy a few mo- 
ments. I am exceedingly unwilling to intrude, for so I 
consider it for any London minister, especially in my 
circumstances, to begin by offering any observations to 
the Conference. I have no idea of anything of the 
kind— we are talking about it so incessantly that when 
we have so many fresh faces and voices we should like 
to have rested. Probably it may be well to call your 
attention to a book which has just been published, and 
which the Globe newspaper directly attributes to Mr. 
Shuttleworth, and one of the first things | meet with in 
this book, at the 20th page, is what I very deeply re- 
gret to be compelled (the Kev. J. A. James, of Birming- 
ham, here entered the hall, and was loudly cheered) to 
call an insult, a very gross insult to the whole of the 
Dissenting body, at least those who advocate freelom 
of education; the passage is this, ‘‘ When, therefore, 
freedom of education from the interference of Govern- 
ment becomes the war-cry of any party, will it not be 
suspected that they seek the interest of a class rather 
than the welfare of the nation? that they prefer popular 
ignorance to party insignificance, the liberty to neglect 
the condition of the people rather than the liberty of 
progressive civilization?’ Now that this should have 
just come fresh from the Committee of Council, from 
the pen of Dr. Kay Shuttleworth I regret, I should 
suppose—although secretaries do some things sometimes 
of an extraordinary character—I apprehend and fear 
that this book would not have come from the Committee 
of Council without the sanction of the Marquis of Lans- 
downe; it ought to have gone under the eye of Lord 
J. Russell, and if we can think fora moment, which I am 
unwilling to do, that the Marquis of Lansdowne or 
Lord John Russell could have read a passage like this, 
after what they know of the operations of the Dissent- 
ers, it would place these noblemen, in relation with the 
Dissenters, certainly in no very enviable position, If 
after the injustice done to us in the Minutes of Council, 
that they are to be followed by so gross an insult as 
this, and by a statement so entirely unproved, what 
can we hope for? Very little, ey with regard 
to the future working-out of the Minutes of Council. 
If we are treated this way now, what shall we be by- 
and-bye, when the Minutes are confirmed, and when 
you have the entire power given by these Minutes to 
these parties to work out whatever they may deem best 
for the accomplishment of their own purposes, Now, 
there is a passage in another part, however, where 
Kay Shuttleworth refers especially to the clergy, and 
where he states, what has long been the deep conviction 
of the clergy with regard to popular education, or 
rather what had been. It is to this effect: that, for a 
long time they had had the deep conviction, that, to 
educate the humbler classes, would be decidedly un- 
favoursble to their happiness, and would lead to their 
insurrection against the upper classes. Now, a state- 
ment of this kind in connexion with the one read to 
you, certainly presents the education of the country 
under anovel aspect. Who has attempted to educate 
the people of this country, as far as it has proceeded? 
It is quite true that one of the first things done after 
the expulsion or retirement—I may use the word 
expulsion—of our nonconforming ancestors from the 
national church, was, to enact in the 14th Charles IT. :— 
‘And if any school master, or other person, instructing 
or teaching youth in any private house or family, as a 
tutor or schoolmaster, betore license obtained from his 
respective archbishop, bishop, or ordinary of the diocese, 
according to the laws and statutes of this realm (for 
which he shall pay 12d. only), and before such subscrip- 
tion and acknowledgment made as aforesaid, then every 
such schoolmaster, and others instructing and teaching 
as aforesaid, shall, for the first offence, suffer three 
months’ imprisonme at, without bail or mainprise ; and 
for every second and other such offence, shall suffer 
three months’ impsisonment, without bail or mainprise, 
and also forfeit to his Majesty the sum of five pounds.” 
Now there is no evidence here that they wanted to nur- 
ture, at that early period, the education of the humbler 
That is one of the first things 1 would name; 


Graham’s Bill, the Congregationalists alone have raised 
upwards of £120,000, besides the support of their Sun- 
day-schogls and day-schools, the amounts of which are 
not at all included in that £120,000 [hear, hear]. Now 
Kay Shuttleworth knows these things; Lord John 
Russell and the Marquis Lansdowne knew these things, 
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and, therefore, we complain with a Christian temper, 
not angrily, but we do complain against this as a very 
serious offence committed on the part of the Committee 
of Council against Dissenters. Since our opposition to 
these Government measures, I am sorry to say it is en- 
tirely in harmony with three, four, or five of the daily 
journals. It was only yesterday that the Daily News 
hisses] stated distinctly three errors in one paragraph. 

ne was, that the British and Foreign School Society 
had given in its adhesion to the support of this mea- 
sures whereas the Committee have been entirely neutral. 
There is a requisition now gone into the Committee, 
signed by a proper number of the subscribers, to call a 
meeting of their constituents [cheers], in order to as- 
certain what the British and Foreign School Society 
intend to do. Then another thing is stated in the paper 
of yesterday, namely, that in the report which I read in 
this hall last year, which was moved by Mr, Baines, 
and seconded by some other gentleman, it was said that 
we were actually willing to receive Government money, 
and wanted only, I suppose, some such compromise as 
it is said the Wesleyans had recently entered into. 
Now it is utterly incorrect. We hope that the person 
who wrote that article, and one of last Friday, has 

merely heard the report, and not looked into it. We 
wish to be charitable, but it is a fact that nothing of the 
kind was thought of; that the very existence of the 
Congregational Board of Education took its rise from 
this, because the British and Foreign School Society 
took Government money, and the very constitution 
of the Congregational Bourd of Education is, that 
no Government money can be touched, and the 
writer has committed the blunder in consequence of 
the allusion made to the fact that the Borough-road 
school had taken the money. He has clearly con- 

founded the two; he has made the blunder, but it is on 
his own side [cheers]. Yesterday there was an article 
in the Times, suppressing all the facts that would tell 
against their views. It was a much more temperate 
article than those which had hitherto appeared in 
that journal, but I understand that there is a worse 
this morning. ‘There is only one other point to which 
I would call attention. ‘There is much now said as to 
Mr. Baines's calculation being erroneous, relative to 
the money that wilJl be required in support of these 
schools, and when we are told that the lavish expendi- 
ture, of which we complain, is all in our own imagi- 
nation, of course there are many persons who believe it. 
I wish to put one or two facts rightly before you 
hearing on the point. You know that a schoolmaster 
having a hundred children under his care, paying three- 
pence each per week, receives £60, Now, for this 
school the Government says to the master, at once, in- 
dependently of fall other sources of emolument, you 
shall have four pupil teachers. That would be £60 
more—you shall have four stipendiary monitors, the 
average of which, at four years, is £8 15s., making £34, 
so that any master of a school with one hundred 
children is entitled to £95, after he gets £60 from the 
children, and without one penny of voluntary contri- 
bution from any one of you. Double the number—say 
that his salary is £120. We can then claim from the 
Government £190 in addition to that sum. It is said 
this will not destroy the voluntary principle; nothing, 
however, can be clearer than the fact that where you 
have got three or four hundred children in a school, no 
voluntary money will be wanted, Some of you have 
seen 4 resoluticn, signed by Sir Edward North Buxton, 
regarding aschool in Spitaltields. ‘That school contains 
seven hundred children—the master of it will be enti- 
tled to “claim from the Government hetween £600 
and £700, to say nothing of the £400 which he gets 
from the pence of the children. There will be no ne- 
cessity for any voluntary contributions, and there would 
be no thought of such a thing [cheers]. 1 feel, how- 
ever, that I am intruding on the meeting, and I will 
not add another word. 

Dr, R. W, Hamixton said ; I do not know where to 
begin. I am sure I have no idea where I shall end 
{laughter}. I have lately given lectures, all of which 

ave exceeded two hours. I have mude speeches, all 
of which have endured fifty minutes. Which will you 
have? [ery of * Both.’’] I did not catch the reply 
[cries of ** Both, both]. Both! We shall not land, 
then, within three hours [laughter]. As I am called 
upon, Mr, Chairman, to speak, 1 wiil avoid, therefore, 
everything of the oratorical, which sometimes intrudes 
in the lectures, and generally in the address, and as 
Thomas Moore once claimed to be crowned with laurels 
for the lay he sung, ‘* That time had a moral,’ what 
think you, even, of a practical and a statistical speech 
even from me. I will call the attention, therefore, of 
this assembly, to a very popular dogma, namely, that 
crime js the test and exponent of education or igno- 
rance—that according to the amount of crime, is the 
proportion of ignorance or of education, I think that 
this can be easily overturned. We are carried away by 
it, as we have ba by many a theoretical principle, 
which merely requires to be sifted, and then it will be 
for ever destroyed. For years we were informed that 
the ratio of wages must be regulated by the price of 
food. It entered into the mind of every man, into the 
calculations of every man, an axiom, periectly indis- 
putable. It was suggested, however, as a more natu- 
ral and more philosophical test, that the ratio of wages 
should respect the demand of labour, and not the price 
of food, and I suppose every man in a sound mind now 
admits that principle. Crime and ignorance go to- 
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gether—virtue and education go together, Now, 
do not look upon these as equivocal proposi- 
tions. ‘The affirmation of the one would not 


be the affirmation of the other. If crime and ig- 
norance invariably proceeded pari passu, it would 
not follow that virtue and education did, But, let us 
look to crime, Which is the more rere of the two 
propositions that I have mentioned? 1837 and 1844 
ure years considerably distant from each other, I need 
not inform you; but the committals upon the whole 
population of England, in 1837, were 24,000, In 1844, 
it was the same; but the population had increased 
from about 10 .o 12} per cent in that time; therefore, 
you have more population and you have the same com- 
mittals. Therefore, must not 1844 have greatly ae. 
anced in knowledge and in virtue upon 1837? But 
} fe pond of the presumed grounds of the meagure that 
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What do we want? Why, the steeple school children. 
But now let us take the general committals, as they have 
been given to usin 1845, In England it is 1 in 5,564 
of the inhabitants; in Ireland it is 1 in 6,244; but now 
in Scotland—religiously-educated Scotland—it is 1 in 
4,495 [hear, hear}. I understand, therefore, that Ire- 
land is the best, England is the second best, and Scot- 
land the worst of all [hear, hear]. So far, then, facts 
and figures go against that very common and that very 
shadowy dogma, ‘Tell me the crime of a country, and 
I can tell you the extent or the limitation of its educa- 
tion.’” Will gentlemen allow me now to refer to what 
I believe to be the occasion of the measure itself? I 
have always been committing an error hitherto in 
speaking of it. I have said the bill, correcting myself, 
But there was so much of constitutionalism in me, that 
I could not conceive of anything national and parlia- 
mentary but by bill; and I am now schooled into mea- 
sures, schemes, and Minutes of the Privy Council [hear, 
hear]. 

Hh J. 11. Hinton: The Austrian Privy Council. 

Dr. Uamitton: I gladly accept the correction, but a 
correction should be made in as loud a voice as that in 
which the error was spoken |laughter]. I now pro- 
ceed to speak of the ground or the occasion of this 
measure. It is supposed to be very philantrophic. I 
asperse no man’s motive—I can read no man’s heart; 
but there is some exigency—the want of education. 
We are told Ministers are too truthful, too righteous to 
over-look the wants of the people, but may it not be 
that there was a very great prejudice against a certain 
cabinet when it was introdued. May it not be that 
that cabinet was necessarily bound to purchase some 
sweet volices—was it not to conciliate—must it not a 
little stoop to win over to its side? I do not think the 
former Cabinet would have invented four new bishops, 
but Whigs are always liberal [laughter]. I do not 
think that a former Cabinet would have come to the 
rescue of a national system, but Whigs are always 
profuse. Ina former Cabinet you were always obliged 
to thrust business upon them, but Whigs always carve 
out their own business. ‘The former Cabinet ran 
their heads frequently against a wall, but Whigs 
always build walls to run their heads against 
[laughter and loud cheers]. Now, then, to shew the 
bankrupt state and utter insolvency of national schools, 
I take no rumour, though many clergymen are my per- 
sonal friends, and they have communicated the secret 
to me that they were ata dead lock. But I take now 
the report of the factory inspector, a well-known gentle- 
man, Mr. I’. Watkins, and 1 find in his report concern- 
ing the Northern Schools, such an account as this, that 
there is a great deticiency of the funds for supporting 
our elementary schools in the northern districts. There 
is the secret of all. But once more—this, as you will 
remember, is from an appointed inspector, that in nine 
cases out of ten all the responsibility of supporting and 
conducting the school rests upon the clergyman of the 
Eocene or the district [laughter]. No wonder that the 

Vhigs could make their peace with the Established 
Church, no longer rich, no longer able to obtain credit, 
but they were absolutely unable to pay their way. 
Then 1 impugn no man’s motive, but when I read an 
act, I must read a principle, and I say because this na- 
tional system could not uphold itself, the Whigs have 

urchased its patronage and its influence by propping 
it up [laughter]. And I believe that, though we may 
go very fur into the hidden springs of conduct, nothing 
is more obvious than this, that it is a compromise—-a 
compromise between the Established Church and the 
Whigs. throwing us, their old, well-tried friends, the 
Dissenters, overboard [cheers]. It is a mere delusion, 
a mockery, and a snare. It begins so, it con- 
tinues so, and so it will conclude. ‘The more I look 
into it 1 wonder at it as a farago of ignerance,— 
I was going to say imposture, — but I want a 
softer word, the art of imposing, Now, Mr. Chairman, 
having just followed up what I was called upon to do, 
just having taken my place in what | hope is a long 
line of succession, [ throw these remarks before the 
ineeting. I wish them to weigh all the arguments ; 
I wish them to weigh all the arithmetic; and to see 
how completely men have been taken up with false 
theories, and how necessary it is even upon the most 
common question of numbers, to try whether those 
numbers that really stand belore you allow the pro- 
duct [loud cheers]. 

Mr. J. A. James having been called for, rose, and said : 
I came here not to speak; however, I am not ashamed 
nor afraid to say a few things. [ am most unhappily 
placed in juxta-position with my friend Dr, Hamilton, 
though I had the honour of having that station assigned 
me in the Times of yesterday, very unworthily [cries of 
‘Very honourably’’]. Ido deplore the necessity ex- 
isting for it, but 1 do rejoice inthe meeting itself [ hear, 
hear]. I deplore it, not merely on account of what 
may be the ultimate results of the object which we 
now contemplate, but I deplore it on account of the in- 
fluence it may have upon our own spirits. I am sorry 


for everything that separates me from any portion of 


the Christian community, I delight not in Dissent—I 
am a Dissenter by necessity. I like union, I ama 
member, at the present moment, of a great union pro- 
gressing, and I do, in some measure, teel happy in 
being here to prove that very connexion with the iuvan- 
velical Alliance docs not prevent me from the tempe- 
rate, firm expression of my denominational principles 
[cheers]. ‘That confederation binds us, not to the de- 
sertion of truth, but to the elevation of charity; and 1 
maintain that these two are compatible, the one with 
the other [héar, hear]. I am happy to find that there 
are some things that can unite the great body of Pro. 
testant Dissenters {hear, hear]; that, though we can- 


not be all, according to the present views we take of 


the matter, members of an Anti-state-church Society, 
we can be members of an Anti-state-school society 
(hear, hear]; therefore I am happy to meet so many on 


There is wealth enough for it. 


the present occasion, and I would ask all those who are 
the supporters of the Government measure of education, 
who are the railers against those who 7 it, 
whether appealing to the history of Protestant Dissent. 
ers, on their known attachment to education, - it 
must not be, in their view, @ matter of dire ne. 
cessity that should call them out against a mea- 
sure that puts forward education as its object. There 
is this in the view which I have just presented 
which ought to impress the public mind, When we, 
who, through our whole history, have been the known 
advocates of education, do now stand forward and array 
ourselves against a system which 1s proposed for gene- 
ral adoption, there must be something in that system 
that appears highly objectionable, or we could not pos- 
sibly subject ourselves to the imputation, as it has been 
imputed to us, of hewng nen to education. Our 
whole history proves that this is but a groundless ac- 
cusation; we having raised, since the introduction of 
Sir James Graham’s measure, and its defeat, by one 
single scction of the body, £120,000 for the building of 
school-rooms ; yet, notwithstanding this, we have been 
placarded through the country as enemies of education. 
We rebut the charge, we throw off the imputation, and 
stand forward in the very array which we present 
against the measure, as a firm phalanx in defence of 
education itself fcheers]. We are told that the volun- 
tary principle is not sufficient of itself to maintain 
the education of the country. Perhaps it may not; 
and though we are all agreed in opposition to the mea- 
sure of the Government, there are shades of difference 
on that topic which still exist amongst us. But we do 
not, on that ground, for one moment retire from each 
other, and we come forward and take our stand in 
heart, and voice, and soul, against the measure of the 
Government [cheers]. And why, after all, is it? In 
fact, it might be asked faitly, Why is not the voluntary 
principle itself sufficient for the education of the people? 
Why, because there is not a will to work that principle. 
It therefore comes back 
to this,—that the people are not willing to give their 
wealth, We say that we Dissenters are ready to come 
forward and tax our resources to the utmost for educa- 
tion, and we challenge those who are opposed to us 
to do the same [cheers]. Now I beg to ask, Who 
are the sincerest friends to education—those who are 
Willing, to the uttermost of their power, to pay for 
it out of their own pockets, or those who will 
not come forward unless the Government assist them 
|cheers]. That appears to me to be the position in 
which we are placed. I for one, do not scruple to 
say, that if the Government had come forward and 
repudiated religious education, saying *‘ We have no- 
thing to do with this, we will only take up secular 
education ’’ [cries of ‘‘ No, no]! it is my opinion, I 
should have felt much greater difficulty than I now 
do in opposing the measure presented to the public. 
Gentlemen have their own opinions, and I have mine 
(hear, hear]. But I come back to the other position. 
This is bona fide a religious education, and on that 
ground I oppose it just as I do a State Church. It 
is an establishment of schools as the other is an esta- 
blishment in the buildings called a Church, and I took 
the liberty to say recently at a meeting in Birmingham, 
that it never was designed as such by its concoctors. 
I am confident it must be a satellite of the Establish- 
ment drawing its splendour and light from the State 
luminary and all for the advancement of the primary 
[cheers]. We are here to see what we can do to 
arrest the measure. ‘The eyes of England are upon 
us; and I trust we shall conduct ourselves this day 
in a way that will reflect honour upon us in the 
opposition to the Government measure which we 
are met to carry forward, I confess that when Sir James 
Graham's measure was in progress, there were many 
things said at public meetings which I have never 
ceased to deplore to the present day. Hitherto, 
throughout the whole of the opposition to this measure, 
the great body of the Protestant Dissenters appear to 
me to have conducted themselves in a way that reflects 
great credit upon them. ‘They have been firm, but 
temperate, and, for one, I will not myself impugn the 
motives of those by whom the measure has been intro- 
duced. I wiil not resolve the whole into statecratt or 
priestcratt. Ihave nothing to dowith men’s motives— 
simply with their acts, and believing as I do the mea- 
sure to be fraught with incalculable mischief, and that 
it is not likely to accomplish all that its most sanguine 
friends may have led them to expect, 1 am here with 
my friends to give the measure my enlightened, deter- 
mined, and uncompromi-ing opposition [loud cheers]. 
—Mr. KR. Rywanp, of Bradford, said: 1 confess that 
I feel jealous for the honour of the old Presbyterian 
denomination, and it is more on public ground like 
that rather than from any personal or local conside- 
ration, that I wish to occupy the meeting for a very 
few moments. It is with great pleasure that I add a 
few words to what has been said by a neighbour of my 
own from Leeds, and by a former neighbour at Birming- 
ham. It gave me peculiar pleasure, and I hope it will 
serve in some degree to redeem the honour of our Pres- 
byteriaa forefathers— for belonging to that denomination 
I must be the last person to speak of others—I must ouly 
speak for myself—it gave me peculiar pleasure to find 
that Dr, James was seconded by one of our own minis- 
ters, at birmingham, in that great meeting, the largest 
known to be held in the ‘Town-hall there, and which 
ended I believe in the scale being turned in favour of 
liberty on that spot, where, above all others, that scale 
should have been turned—that spot upon which the 
great precursor and ancestor of all of us, on the subject 
of religious liberty, suffered the dire effects of the viola- 
tion of that principle [hear, hear]. But I think it will 
be more useful in a meeting like this for each of us to 
contribute, as far as we can, any information from his 
own particular neighbourhood, as to what has been 
done and seid, and perhaps also as to what has been 
misrepresented. As I came to town yesterday, I felt 
indignant at a misr_ presentation occurring in one of the 
Londoa papers. I read in the Daily News what I re- 
gard as an augury of our growing strength and final 
victory. When I see a kind of profligacy of sentiment 
in the periodical press, on the greatest of all subjects, 
religion, I feel 1 hope a just indignation, and | feel 


tentold more the importance of the struggle for liberty, 
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religion should not be damaged by this measure. But to 
return to my own district, and to state afew particulars 
from the place from which I come. It was our intention, 
at Bradford, to take advantage of the presence of one or 
two of our representatives that they might be delegates 
to the meeting, but the truth still needs to be diffused. 
Freedom began in the north, and has proceeded both 
in the large scale and the small; and, in the Western 
Riding, in which we may congratulate ourselves that 
this seed of a great truth has developed itself. One of 
our best representatives proposed that we should come 
in double and treble strength to support this meeting. 
Five delegates, therefore, have cume from Bradford on 
this subject [cheers], and we do not think it is too 
many. The Daily News states that, at Bradford, the 
working classes assembled to the number of 1,500, and 
declared in favour of the Government plan, minus six. 
If we had another delegate here, we should have heard 
that they were the six [laughter]. ‘The truth is, we 
have had meeting upon meeting in Bradford, Every 
denomination is in strict alliance there, and working 
together. I suppose I am not out of order in reckon- 
ing the Wesleyans in Bradford amongst our num- 
ber. We have had a Sabbath-school teachers’ 
meeting of every denomination — we have had a 
town petition to which the names of every conimu- 
nion are attached. We are also having a memorial to 
our honoured representative, who we firmly believe has 
had nothing to do with the getting up of the Minutes 
of Council [hear, hear]. 1 hope, for the honour of our 
own town, it will be known that we are in every re- 
spect strong and united on this great subject. I cannot 
but share in the opinion of some gentlemen who have 
preceded me, that this scheme is but a repetition—an 
echo—of a former scheme of some years ago [hear, hear]. 
It convinces my mind more and more, that even if we 
admit education is within the province of the Govern- 
ment, which I most emphatically deny [cheers], we 
could not adopt this scheme. Many perhaps may say, 
that because I am a neighbour of Mr. Baines’s I[ follow 
in his wake; but, so far from this being the case, I 
have, from the moment I received my own college edu- 
cation, maintained the views that I now hold. Four 
years ago, I did all in my power to instil the principle, 
and inspire the resolution, that, while we loved know- 
ledge, we would hold liberty at a much higher rate. I 
was afraid there would be no representative of the 
honest race of Presbyterians in this company. I hope 
there are; and I hope every man present will open his 
mouth on this great occasion. I do believe, that though 
we may be traduced, and called fanatics, yet we are at 
a crisis—that we are beginning to turn back the streams 
which have brought us to the proud position in which 
we stand among the nations of the earth [hear, hear]. 
I cannot restrain myself when I perceive those who 
profess to be the friends of the people losing sight of the 
principles that I think greater than all, It is for this 
reason that I stand here, namely, that I may answer for 
myself, if I may not answer for others [cheers]. 

Dr. Massiz brought up a report from the Busj- 
ness Committee, consisting of a series of resolutions, 
which, as they were afterwards moved and seconded 
seriatim, we introduce in their proper order, 

Mr. Cuarves Reep moved the adoption of the report. 

Mr. Ronerts, of Plaistow, in seconding the report, 
said: I am not a minister, but one of the people, and I 
am anxious that the people should not only have the 
opportunity of expressing their opinion in a great meet- 
ing like this, but that they should know and estimate 
their own privileges, and come forward to express them. 
I do not wish all the speaking to be confined to the 
ministers, any more than I wish all the thinking to be 
limited tothem [cheers]. I am desirous that this Con- 
ference should express the opinions, not of dissenters 
merely, but of the people of England generally, and this 
is the main point to which I wish to direct your atten- 
tion in this early stage of the business of the meeting. 
I apprehend this is not entirely a Dissenters question, 
It is 80 in some respects, because no doubt, if the mea- 
sure passes, the young people will to a great extent be 
placed under the surveillance of the clergy. But 1 ap- 
prehend that the Church people—and I do not mean by 
the church, the clergy or the bishops only, but the 
people of England who are members of that Church— 
are as much interested in upsetting that obnoxious and 
abominable measure, as any others. I apprehend that, 
under t!.is plan of education, the acorn, instead of 
springing forth, shooting down its root, and sending up 
a tree with its magnificent branches, will be enclosed in 
a coffin, and thus the growth of mind be prevented. It is 
an admirable scheme for instructing children in their 
A. LB. C., and for giving them a knowledge of arith- 
metic, but it is a scheme for fettering, in short for 
destroying, all forethought. In that view of the ques- 
tion the whole people of England, including those 
connected with the Church of England, are as much 
interested in putting it down as we are. I hope that 
before long ec will become alive to this important 
question. Where will you find a people bett'r in- 
structed in reading and arithmetic than in Prussia, 
but where will you find a people more slavish? [hear, 
hear]. It is true that there are a great many learned 
men in that part of Kurope, who have had their minds 
expanded, and who think for themselves, but the 
common people are mere clodhoppers [laughter]. 
"hese do not think, or if they do, they must not give 
expression to their opinions. If the system of in- 
spectors now proposed by our Government be intro- 
duced, they will say what books shall, and shall not 
be read, and thus real learning will be obstructed. 1 
add no more—the main point for which I rose was, 
to express the feelings of my own mind that this is 
not a Dissenters question, but a question affecting the 
welfare of the whole people of England; no Govern- 
ment system of education should fur a moment be 
permitted [cheers]. 

The report was then adopted. 

The following resolution was then put and carried :— 

That the Rev, J. H. Hinton, Rev. Dr. Massie, and George 
Leman, Esq., be requested to act as secretaries to the Conference, 


The CratnmMan then read the second resolution, as 
follows :— 


That the business committee be charged generally with the ar- 
rangement of the business of the Couferencc, and that all notices of 


Mr. J. Backman inquired whether the Committee 
were to have a vote upon the motions presented before 
them [cries of ‘*No, no’’], He thought that gentle. 
men comprising the meeting were as competent to 
form a judgment upon a resolution as the Committee 
up stairs. 

Josian Conpsr, Esq., said, that the only object in 
having the resolutions presented to the Committee was, 
to have them brought forward in their right order. It 
was not intended to give the Committee a veto, but to 
prevent desultory motions, 

Dr, Massik& said, that the language of the resolution 
was guarded, It was expressly stated, that it was for 
convenience that the motions were to be submitted to 
the committee, If resolutions were thrown in during 
the discussion on other resolutions, it would produee 
confusion, ‘The Committee did not assume or presume 
to exercise the power of vetoing any resolution that 
might be laid before them. ‘There might be a resolu- 
tion presented tothem which they would think ques- 
tionable, and in that case they would confer with the 
party proposing it, but if they did not succeed in in- 
ducing him to withdraw it then it must come before the 
meeting in a certain order. Of course it would be open 
to every gentleman to propose an amendment to a reso- 
lution if he thought proper, 

The motion was then put and carried, with a few 
dissentients. 

The following resolution was then unanimously 
adopted :— 

That an enrolment Committee be appointed, consisting of Mesers, 
Katterns, Crellin, jun., and Pratt. 

The following resolution was then agreed to :— 

That Messrs. G. W. Alexander, W. G. Lewis, Tillett, of Norwich, 
James James, of Birmingham, aud Mr, Morris, of Manchester, be 
appointed a financial Committee. 

It was then agreed that the Conference should meet 
at ten o’clock in the morning, and adjourn at four 
o’clock in the afternoon, and also that all speakers ob- 
serve the rules of parliamentary discussion, and that the 
Chairman should enforce the same. 

Dr. Massie suggested that an interview should be 
sought with the Marquis of Lansdowne on Thursday 
next, and that a deputation from the Conference should 
be appointed to wait upon him. 

After soe desultory discussion, it was agreed that 
a deputation should wait upon the noble marquis, but 
the time was not fixed. 

A question then arose as to the propriety of adjourning 
the Conference until half-past twelve o'clock on the 
following day, in order to allow members of the Con- 
ference an opportunity of calling upon their respeciive 
representatives in Parliament, with a view of com- 
municating to them the wish of their constituents, that 
they should oppose this measure, Several gentlemen 
expressed their opinion as to the necessity of consti- 
tuents pressing upon members their sentiments on this 
question, but thought that the Conference might as- 
semble at ten o’clock. ‘The following resolution was 
then put and carried unanimously :— 

That all members of this Conference, who are electors, be re- 
quested to wait upon their representatives in Parliament, and to 
report the result of the interviews to the Committee. 

The following resolution was then agreed to :— 


3. That the Conference solicit an interview with members of the 
House of Commons, whether liberal or otherwise, at Brown’'s-hotel, 
to-morrow evening, at five o’clock. 

Mr. James then rose to move the first of a series of 
declaratory resolutions. It was to the following effect :— 

l. That this Conference appeals to many well-known facts in 
proof of the affirmation, that the Protestant Dissenters of Great 
Britain have ever been among the most zealous promoters of popular 
education, that they long strove for its advancemant almost alone, 
discouraged, and opposed; and that to the present period thay have 
been and are its stedfast and devoted friends. 


Mr. Cuarves Srover seconded the resolution, 


Ix. Hami.ton suggested that, as the Conference was 
nuw coming to the consideration of declaratory resolu- 
tions, it was desirable that gentlemen should fully ex- 
press their sentiments upon them. Iam anxious, he 
said, that all concessions and apologies should be dealt 
with fairly by the public. I nave often said that the 
Voluntary principle was not efficient, it was not worked 
out. Now, such concessions are pleaded against me as 
though I had said that there was inefficiency in the 
principle itself. We cannotsay a candid thing, without 
its being urged that we are compromising our principles, 
I say the same of religion that I have said of the Volun- 
tary principle. Religion is perfect, but, acting through 
the infirmity of our nature, it is imperfect, [ hear, hear, ] 
and the Voluntary principle acting through an imper- 
fect medium, is imperfect therefore in its operations, 
But if Christians would work Christianity, and Volun.- 
taries would work Voluntaryism, Christianity would 
have perfect effect, and Voluntaryism would have per- 
fect triumph [cheers]. 

The Rev. KR. Ainsiiez thought that the Conference 
could not be better employed than in discussing the re- 
solutions as they now came down from the Business 
Committee. 

Mr. J. Burnet, in suggesting a slight verbal altera- 
tion in the resolution, which was agreed to by the 
mover and seconder, went on to observe: With regard 
to the necessity of passing such a resolution in connexion 
with the Government Plan of Education, I suppose 
there is no one present that will entertain any doubt as 
to the ground of that necessity. An attempt has been 
made by the Committee of Council on Education to 
take the whole of the rising mind of the country into 
their own hands. ‘The question is not whether the 
rising population are to be educated—they are being 
educated—education is extending largely, and it was 
only when the Government found that that was the 
case that they got up this Comunittee of Council 
(cheers]. This is quite a new thing. They surely, 
whoever might be in the field first, have come last, 
There can be no question about that, and it was 
when the education of the country was making 


rapid progress that they thought that so much 
yood should not be done except under their 
hands [laughter]. It was not, therefore, from a 


conviction of the necessity of educating the country that 
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and that religion and education which is the ubstance of | substantive motions shall, for convenience, be referred to it, before 
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behind in their influence over the rising generation 
[loud laughter]. They have shown that this was their 
urpose, by the very wide range they have taken in the 
finutes of Council. Why do they go into the whole 
length and breadth of the working of society } They are 
going to teach the rising generation to read, write, and 
cypher; and, moreover, to learn the Church Catechism 
~—the worst catechism I know in the world. But they 
are going to take a step further, and to meddle with ail 
the working and all the perplexities of social life [loud 
cheers]. ‘They are to make artizans—they are to make 
farmers—they are to make washerwomen [lau hter}— 
for that, also, is in the Minutes, They begin, theretore, 
with the highest point of education—religion, and the 
come down to the lowest, if I may so call it, though itis 
avery necessary one—the washing-tub [laughter and 
cheers]. Why, there is not a servant-maid that 
wijl come out in the community now till she 
has learned, under the sanction of the Privy Council, 
to wash her nightcap [laughter], I regard this minute 
meddling with legislation to be more dangerous than 
any step that has been taken in modern times. I do 
think that the British Government might have aided 
in the education of the country --might have encouraged 
voluntary institutions, if they are determined to aid 
them,—without entering into these points. I have been 
compelled to ask why this wide range of meddling? 
Why, what is to spring from legislation if the Govern. 
ment are to proceed in this way? [hear, hear.] But I 
am wrong in calling it legislation [cheers], It is not; 
it does not come from the Parliament of this country. 
It comes from a Committee appointed under the autho- 
rity of the Crown, against the constitutionality of which 
the House of Lords protested, and against the constitu- 
tionality of which a noble minority of the House of 
Commons protested. Why, if this Committee of Coun- 
cil on Education is to be allowed to take this wide 
range over the whole surface of the community, 
and to touch the springs of the rising generation, 
and to touch the interests and feelings of all the in- 
structors of the rising generation, where are they t 
stop? This is a modern Star-chamber [cheers]. The 
too, were appointed by the authority of the Crown. 
it should be said, there may be an opportunity given 
for a vote in Parliament (1 allow all this) when the 
money is proposed, we thank them even for so much. 
They would not give us that if they could keep it out 
of our way [hear, hear]; but let it be remembered, that 
when a single vote is to determine a question, the 
country has no opportunity of considering it. If, as by 
the sound of a bell, the voters are called in at once to 
gay yea or nay, the country has no means which it can 
bring in to tell upon sucha system. Yes, they have 
means; and this Committee of Council, I have no 
doubt, will bring these means into operation. The 
country have the means of making a new Parliament 
[cheers]. Let no individual vote for any gentleman 
that will not at once pledge himself to the revocation 
of this order in Council [cheers]. It may be said, 
members do not like to pledge themselves, It 
may be so; and tl am not an advocate for 
sending a member disgraced, tied hand and foot, 
to be my trumpet in the House of Commons, That 
would degrade any man, and the man that would sub- 
mit to it is not fit to be a legislator in any country 
(hear, hear]. I'at there is a great difference between 
this and a man telling us what he will do on a grand 
pent that spreads over the whole empire. I do notask 
1im to come and pledge himself, but to tell me what is 
his principle, and whether he will act it out, and whe- 
ther he will tell the community that sends him that, on 
these great topics he agrees with them. If aman can- 
not do this, he can have no vote from me [cheers]. But 
let us beware lest we encourage this mode of minute 
Legislation in this instance. i look upon the Minutes 
of Council as the most alarming production that we 
have had in this or any other matter for many genera- 
rations [cheers]. When Government have touched 
everything, what has been the result? ‘The people have 
been enslaved. If, Sir, you were placed at the head of 
an institution, and you had the training of allthe youth 
connected with it, what would be consistency of your 
character or conduct, if you did not train them accord- 
ing to your mind? Let the rulers rule, and they will 
teach the governed simply to obey. 1 think that no 
Government is fitted to train the rising generation. 
The true and proper province of Government is to pre- 
vent us from domy injury one to another, ‘They are 
an excellent preventive service while they keep within 
their own province, but the moment they come as an 
executive, to meddle with all the links of society, they 
will create a perplexity which will at last frighten 
themselves, or, if they suceced, they will transform 
their Goverment into a despotism and their subjects 
into slaves [loud cheers]. 
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Mr. Fiercurn observed: A gentleman has said that 
this is not merely a Dissenters’ Conference, but one in 
which the entire community in Great Britain and Ire- 
land is represented, I think we should have a clear 
understanding as to whether we y ee here as Dissen- 
ters, or as the opponents of the Government measure. 
Of course Dissenters oppose it, and some who are not 
Dissenters also oppose it. If we shape our resolutions 
according to the position in which we place ourselves, I 
contend that the resolution now proposed—although I 
approve of it—is not the first that ought to come be- 
fore us. | 


Dr. Massiz said: in answer to Mr Fletcher's 
reasonable inquiries, 1 beg to say that the Committee 
did not come with resolution’ prepared for the meeting. 
They were appointed by the meeting, that they might 
proceed to prepare such business as the meeting re- 
quired. ‘The gentlemen who have acted as the Central 
Committee have abstained altogether from pny preli- 
minary arrangements, lest it should be. said that the 
London people had dictated to those from the provinces. 
The resolution now proposed having been the first 
agreed upon by the Committee it was sent to this meet- 


they started into being. It was from the conviction | 


that, if they did not join in the race, they might be left 


' 


ing for consideration, It has not been determined that 
this should be a Noneonformist Conference, but that it 
should assume whatever character the Conference 
pleased. There are resolutions here that are as universal 
as Catholicity itself [cheers] in objection } the scheme 
of Government, which I believe that/our excellent 
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friends are prepared to lay before you : if they are in- 
complete, you can — them [cheers]. 

Rev. R. Rytanp said, we are summoned as opponents 
to the general scheme of education : it may be that we 
have conforming opponents present, and I hope that we 
have. I would, therefore, suggest that our first resolu- 
tion should affirm the generality of our assembly. 

Rev. Dr. Hamitton stated that he was sent as one of 
the deputation from the Committee of the West Riding 
of Yorkshire, in which Dissenters preponderated, but in 
which they were not known, for it was a general body. 

After a few desultory remarks, Rev. J. H. Hinton 
brought up a further report from the business Com- 
mittee, consisting of a series of resolutions. ‘lhe adop- 

tion of the report was moved by the Rev. C. Srovet, 
seconded by » Cuartes REED, and carried unani- 
mously. 

Rev. J.JA. James again rose, and re-proposed the reso- 
lution given above. We there claim, he said, the 
honour of being the friends of education ; let.us, in our 
future career, under whatever discouraging circum- 
stances we may be placed by the legislature (should 
this measure pass), show that we are still determined to 
adhere to the cause of popular education. 

Rev. Cnaruizs Stovet, in again seconding the resolu- 
tion, said, my impression is that, if anything is required 
in order to support the affirmation in the resolution, it 
is to be found at page 5 of a work entitled, ‘* ‘The School 
in relation to the State, the Church, and the Congrega- 
tion,’’ which seems to be a document defending the Go- 
vernment measure. Itis stated there, not only that your 
Sabbath Schools have taken the lead in this measure, 
but have also afforded the very type to be followed in 
the movement of the Government measure. Iam in- 
clined to think that that concession is decisive evidence 
not only that you have, as Dissenters, occupied an im- 
ae place, but that the result of your labours has 

en felt by the Government (hear, hear] ! 

Dr. Hamitton: I shall preface this resolution with 
very few remarks. I hardly know how to regret the 
introduction of this scheme. It has brought a great 
question before the national mind, and it has set the 
national mind thinking upon it. Ithink there has been 
(‘forgive me this wrong!’’) considerable immaturity 
of the Ministerial mind, and I think the Ministerial 
mind is now set thinking about it. I believe many 
have advanced, and I am quite sure that none have re- 
ceded. Whatever may be the victory or the defeat, 
we shall close our part in the one or in the other with 
sustained character and repute. We have lost nothing. 
Indeed, I am glad to see the perfect coherence of our 
body—our bodies, to-day [laughter and cheers]. We 
have got all the B’s [laughter], I believe, with us. 
We all know that the bees are sometimes very active, 
and at other times very dronish and honeyless — 
and cheers]. I believe we have got all the V’s with 
us to-day, so that we are a compact body [cheers),. 
We do not know a denomination here—we do not 
know a sect here—we are a great body, a confede- 
racy, a phalanx. I only wish to guard the meeting 
—and, perhaps, the younger portion of it—against a 
very great mistake. They suppose that education 
must liberate and enlarge the mind. Now, education, 
like religion, may be made an engine of tyranny to 
rivet the mind, and not liberate it—to strangle the 
mind, and not to develope it. ‘The object of this 
scheme is to give a stereutype, and an organization to 
the ideas of the public mind. But you say, knowledge 
is like the ocean’s surge. Let that surge be broken, 
and who can regulate it? So we say, and so it may 
be. But there are those who can look, even to the 
ocean surge, with a very restrictive ken. The poor 
schoolmaster, when he went out of Dover harbour, 
heard the band on board srike up ‘“ Britannia rules 
the waves ;”’ but he felt a certain malady [laughter], 
and said ‘‘ Britannia rules the waves; I wish she would 
rule them straighter [loud laughter, and cheers]. We 
must be very much afraid of looking upon the rollings 
and surges of the human mind with a schoolmaster'’s 
eye, or a schoolmaster’s imagination. I beg leave now 
to move this resolution :— 

Il. That, waiving, in the first instance, all incidental and collateral 
objections, this Conference regards the scheme for conferring 
honours and emoluments on teachers of elementary schools, deve- 
loped in the Minutee of the Committee of Council on Education of 
August and December last, as both vicious in principle and worth- 
leas, if not injurious in practice; vicious in principle, because, over- 
looking the natural relation of demand aud supply, it annexes a 
bounty to the scholastic profeasion ; and worthless, if not injurious 
in practice, because, like all bounties, it will overstock the market 
on the one hand, and produce a deteriorated article on the other, 

Mr. J. FLetcuer (Hanley), in seconding the resolution, 
said, I cordially agree with it, but I think the word ** worth- 
less,’’ which occurs twice over, might be left out, andit would 
read better. Upon the great object of that resolution we 
are all agreed in this Conference, and perhaps in tbe coun- 
try at large. I have taken some pains to ascertain what are 
the views of those who are the friends of the Government 

lan, and there are some who think that our scheme of po- 
itical economy is a very degrading one. I believe there is 

a atrong fecling that this is a view that ought to be dis- 
carded—that the only position which the Dissenters can 
take with strength is, the position of parties who are deter- 
mined, in no case, to receive any state bounty, and who, 
taking that position, and taking iton conscientious grounds, 
cannot be treated impartially, whatever provision may be 
made by a measure which seeks to embrace the minds of 
the whole country, and bring them up in the schools of the 
land. That is one strong point. I think it is right, how- 
ever, that the politico economical view should be care- 
fully sfted and brought out before the people. 1 
stood up at a public meeting in our town and found 
that the people were with me, when I stated that nine 
tenths of the public taxes’came out of the pockets of the 
working classes—that they were asked to take this mea 
sure as a buon though they were paying in the proporuon 
of nine-tenths, and the greater part of the benetit would 
not reach them; but the salaried pupil-teachers and the 
monitors, whilst to the poor man not one farthing would 
accrue. When I stated this, the working classes felt that 
they had been deceived by the explanations that had been 
put forth. I believe that if we take the pocket view of the 
question we shall wo:k on the mind; and I believe that 
this resolution embraces this sentiment in a clear way; I 
have, therefore, great pleasure in seconding it. 

Mr. Henry VINCENT rose and said: 1 will only venture 
to occupy your time for a few moments in supporting the 

roposition now before the chair; and presuming that this 
Conference is really earnest in its desire to oppose the mea- 
sure against which it is this day entering its protest, I de- 


sire to express, as explicitly as possible, the views that I 
have been able to glean, from that portion of the people 
with whom I have had the opportunity to come into con- 
tact, with reference to the great and odious measure we 
have this day met to reprobate [cheers]. I agree with the 
sentiments that have fallen from those who have contended, 
that the present proposition is subversive of religious 
liberty, and dangerous to the civil liberty of Englishmen. I 
agree with the sentiment, that we should endeavour, as far 
as possible, not to make this meeting a mere exposition of 
our own Dissenting views—for I hold myself to be a Dis- 
senter, thoroughly entertaining the doctrine, that the Go- 
vernment has nothing to do with spiritual matters [cheers] 
—that there ought to be noconnexion between any religious 
establishment and the State [cheers]; but we should en- 
deavour, as far as possible, to convince the industrious 
classes, to convince the middle orders, to convince the 
friends of freedom in this country, that this assembly is a 
representation of the true principles of liberty, that we 
desire to oppose this Government measure, not on any 
merely sectarian or political grounds, but because we are 
convinced that the dogma, that a Government has a right 
to educate the people, is utterly unsound, subversive of our 
privileges as Christians, and our rights as Dissenters, that 
in opposing this measure we are not the friends of popular 
ignorance—we are not those men of whom Dr. Vaughan 
has spoken, anxious to keep the populace in a state of 
besotted ignorance, but we are convinced that the measures 
in progress in this country are better adapted to mould the 
thriving, the patriotic populace, than any other scheme of 
education which the Government can give us (laughter 
and cheers]. And now, while I am anxious to reciprocate 
the very amiable and Christian sentiments wl.ich fell from 
the lips of Mr. James, of Birmingham, and have no desire 
to attribute motives to her Majesty’s advisers, I can but 
look with grave suspicion upon the proposition which we 
have met this day to discuss, and more especially when | 
remember this newborn love of education on the part of 
our statesmen, with their long and direct hostility to any- 
thing like a genuine and independent system of instruc 
tion for the working-men of England [cheers]. Toa re- 
solution which we have passed, I would only allude for a 
moment. It is stated, that the Dissenters of England have 
been among the foremost and most stedfast friends of 
instruction during the past thirty years. Since the last 
cannon was fired at Waterloo, who have been the friends 
liberty and instruction in England? Without arrogating 
too much to ourselves, it has been the Dissenters of this 
country. Independent Churchmen have aided us in their 
individual capacity ; but has the ecclesiastical system been 
the friend of instruction ? Has the Church, in its corporate 
capacity advocated education? We may remember that 
while Sir James} Graham's Bill was under consideration, 
one reverend divine went so far as to publish a book o! songs 
for the washerwomen, to which the gentleman behind me 
(Burnet) referred. We remember that sentiments were 
uttered, which proved that, ifthe clergymen, as a corporate 
body, were desirous of controling education, it was only for 
the purpose of infusing the principle of subserviency into 
the minds and hearts of the people [hear, hear], Our 
ecclesiastical system has not only not been the sincere 
friend of education, but it has obstructed the work in almost 
every village and city in the land. When the British and 
Foreign School system began to extend its ramifications, 
when a few schools had been suggested for some of our 
popular districts, the ecclesiastical and leading members of 
the aristocracy said, ‘*Do not instruct the working-men, 
you will make them rebels or meetingers; all this is to 
strengthen the meetinghouse,’’ and they predicted not 
only anarchy but Atheism; and what in their view 
was worse than Atheism dissent [loud cries of 
‘‘Hear’’]. This went on, and now we come to fresh 
views of the Government. They did all they could 
to oppose the instruction of the people, but they were 
beaten; for we had something more at work than mere 
schools. The Prussians have their schools, and ours are 
not so extensive, so large in number, or so well organized 
in detail; but I affirm that we have a more thriving and 
intelligent populace [cheers]. We have had another 
system of education in England, and it is at this that the 
overnment is aiming. The rulers talk of being our in- 
structors, but the fact is, we have been busily at work 
instructing them [cheers]. At the commencement of the 
present century, the Nonconformists still felt the effects of 
some of those sanguinary laws that were passed to punish 
them in the days of the odious Stuarts; [hear, hear] and 
it was only by going among ‘‘the ignorant and illiterate 
people,” by showing them that the Test and Corpora- 
tion Acts were unjust, that we had the slightest 
hope of obtaining their removal, and when we had 
the hold of the feelings of the ‘“‘ vulgar and _ illi- 
terate people,” then we turned our attention to that place 
where error finds so certain a bome, and where an old 
dogma retires to, after it has been hunted out of decent 
suciety [laughter]. We came to the House of Commons, 
and there we found the old dogma still in favour of exclud- 
ing Dissenters from the ordinary privileges and immunities 
of civilized life ; and it was only through popular agitation, 
which has been the ground-work of EKngland’s education, 
that they were compelled to give way, and to recugnize in the 
Dissenters of this country, a loyal, intelligent, and virtuous 
body of citizens. The same process has gone on with regard 
to Catholic emancipation, the Reform Bill, negro emanci- 
pation, and the repeal of criminal laws. ‘The people have 
always instructed the rulers, and | repudiate the notion that 
persons who stand so much in need of instruction are to set 
themselves up as the educators of the very people from 
whom they have derived all their knowledge of religious 
liberty [cheers]. The worthy Alderman who this day occu- 
ies the chair will tell you that Lord Melbourne and the 
Vhigs averred that free-trade was the maddest scheme that 
was ever heard of, and it was only when a small knot of 
cotton-spinners [laughter] taught them the principles of 
political economy, that they could all come ina run, with 
Master Macaulay in the rear, atlirming the principle, 
that free trade was an enlightened course, and that, 
after all, the people had more sense than themselves 
(laughter and cheers]. The question comes, then, on what ground 
shall we oppose the Government scheme! 1 say pardon me if my 
opinion j rs with any of yours, for we can bear with differences of 
opinion here; and it is a grand lesson to learn to bear with each 


the potion that Government may be a kind of univer-al superine 
tendent of our religion, Let us combine to teach the peopie of 
England first principles (cheers). 1 cannot omit this opportunity 
of tendering my personal acknowledgments, though they are but 


humble, to that gentleman who, in one of the most influential of | 


our provincial papers (I mean the Leeds Mercury) (loud cheers), 
has done such good service to the cause of genuine liberty, 1 met 
with a Dissenter the other day who said, do not you see that in 
some of the meetings here our working men are approving of the 
Government scheme!) ‘True, 1] said; but what have you done asa 
nonconforming body to so import into C.elr hearts the prin- 
ciples of social justice? Dissenters have been too fashionable 
{loud cheers}, ‘They have imitated too much the vices of 
the system against which they have protested. They have 
thought that boldness in defence of their principles could not co- 
exist with kind personal demeanour towards thore from whom they 
differed (hear, hear}. They have been affrighted with what they 


’ 


turbulence, and mobs, and ame But these ought not to turn 
Dissenters from a consideration of the principles, the right under. 
standing of which is necessary to the defence of their religious 
principles, and to hand down to posterity those principles for which 
their forefathers contended and bled [cheers]. Now, it has been our 
cringing to the power of our opponents, and our turning our backs 
on the people, amongst whom we ought to have been entrenching 
ourselves, and around whom we should have been flinging, ag a 
mantle of protection, our influence, whom we should have 
trained up in a kuowledge of their duty to God. and in all 
the great verities of the gospel, and those sublime prin. 
ciples of freedom which naturally grow out of a 1 enlightened 
comprehension of the moral precepts of Christia ity, that the 
evil has arisen [cheers]. I am anxtous we should not be 
alarmed because certain men of the working classes are in favour 
of the Government scheme of education. They are in favour of it 
because they have not been trained into the knowledge of the 
principles on which Government should stand, the policy vy which 
they ought to be regulated. I say that, as representing a powerful 
part of the people of England, we shall do well this day, and on 
future days of the conference, to scatter such principles abroad as 
shall convince the masses that you are striving to defend not only 
your denominational privileges, but the great principles of justice 
which have always made England renowned, which have been her 
bulwark; and without religion she must perish from the earth (cheers 

I willmerely ex press how entirely I feel that view of the question which 
ha: brought you together, and, as far as my humble influence ex- 
tends with those with whom I constantly act, I have sought to im- 
press this upon them, thatthe Dissenters. in opposing this measure 

are not adverse to their interests. If any of them have held 
erroneous opinions, believing that statesmen are perfection and 
crowds are pious—if men have held this startling dogma an: believe 
that Government may interfere, you may come to this conclusion 

that as long as there exists in England an Established Church with. 
in which the aristocracy possesses such an amount of power—an 
Established Church which has a ways striven to maintain its own 
authority at the expense of the liberty and happiness of the people 

and has only given way when public opinion has beaten them—so 
long as this system exists it 1s impossible to be quite rid of the 
theory that Government may be the educator of the people. But 
there should be a clear understanding that this does not fall within 
the province of the Government, and that the Church must be sepa- 
rated from the State [loud and long-continued cheering]; and that 
will convince the people, by your bold but prudent and discreet 
expression of opinion, that there should bea firm and determined 
unity amongst all those who can confide in their honesty and believe 
in their intentions. Henceforth it should be a recoguised principle 
on which the dissenting community should take their stand, that 
things secular and religious must be kept separate in all matters of 
legislation ; that the Government has nothing to do with the re- 
ligious opinions of the people; that thus, through training the na- 
tion, working men may gradually rise in the glorious comprehen- 
sion of principles, and in a firm determination to manifest those 
principles in every position, so that in those agitations which con- 
stantly engage attention some attempt may be made, not merely to 
collect the scattered opinions of the multitude, but to invest that 
ret a with that franchise which by right belongs to them [loud 
cheers ]. 

Mr. J. A. JAmgEs said: It is possible that we may injure our cause 
by overstating it. I aver that, whatever my opinion may be of the 
Opposition in past times of a great portion of the clergy to the edu- 
cation of the people—whatever my opinion may be of the motives 
by which some of the c'ergy may be influenced in supporting this 
measure at the present moment—I do not in my conscience believe 
that this is the case with all, and that there are not to be found 
among the clergy real friends to the education of the people. 
I am in the habit of intercourse wi h many whom I know to be as 
warmly attached to the education of the people as I am myself 
(hear, hear]. I feel that I should be doing injustice to my own feel- 
ings as well as injustice to them if I did not make this declaration 
(hear, hear], 

Mr. VINCENT rose to explain. He had no desire to say that no 
clergymen were in favour of education. He spoke of them in their 
corporate capacity. 

Mr. JAmM&s said that he accepted the explanation. 


Mr.. R. AINSLIE said that Dr. Kay Shutileworth had gone fur. 
ther than any one had, done that day. He wished to read one ex- 
tract from his pamphlet :—‘‘ A considerable portion of the cler y 
and laity of this country confidently held the conviction that the 
inevitable tendency of an elevated secular instruction was to un- 
settle the minds of the working classes—to unfit them for a 
life of manual labour—to render them discontented with their 
station; and, if such instruction were general, it was feared 
that it would prepare auniversal insurrection of the pooragainst the 
rich. Such as did not hold these doctrines with diatinctness 
did not believe that the state of the labouring poor could be ma- 
terially improved by education, and were of opinion that the best 
condition that could be expected was that of quiet homage, which, 
though characterized by no energies, and accompanied with few 
virtues beyond patience and submission, was yet consistent with 
their highest conceptions of the condition of a race which ap- 
= to exist only to labour and to die” [loud cries of ‘ Hear, 

ear’’]. 


Dr. MAsstgE hoped that Mr. Ainslie would not occupy the 
conference with quotations from Dr. Kay Shuttleworth—they had 
other business to do. 


Mr. R. AINSLIE said that if he could quote Dr. Kay Shuttle- 
worth on a point mooted that morning, he submitted that he was 
doing more good than by occupying the mecting in a desultory 
manner [cheers]. 


Mr. C. STOVEL said: There are two points on which my mind 
rests in reference to this resolution. ‘The first is the unprincipled 
character of the Government scheme, or rather that feature 
which renders it wrong in principle; and, secondly, that point 
which defines it as injurious in practice. First, as to the question 
whether it be right°’or wrong to confide to any Government 
in any way the education of the people over whom it pre- 
siles, I shall pronounce no opinion now, trusting that as your 
resistance advances that question will be fully considered, and your 
opinions fully and most decidedly pronounced thereupon [hear, 
hear}. My impression is that the great strength of your cause 
hangs entirely upon your own position. Measures may be altered 
thongh they bewrong at first glance, but the great point arrived at 
is the one whieh I consent at present to lay aside. But even sup- 
posing it we 


ight, it became a matter of great moment for you to 
consider whether you will silently stand by at a time when, instead 
of the House of Parliament being employed in the construction of 
the law, and the Queen in Council employed simply in the execu- 
tion of that law, you will allow the introduction of a measure which 
shall change the council of the Queen as an executive body, and 
allow that council to proceed in the execution of matters on which 
no statute law has been passed [hear, hear}. This gives to my 
mind immense importance as to the principle on which the measure, 
if | may so call it, rests. If it be allowed that the Privy Council, 
which, as its name imports, is now a body chosen to counsel the 
Queen, shall beengaged in carrying outthe execution of existent laws, 
andif that shall besplit up intoseveral committees, one taking into its 
execution matters relating to the health of towns; another, the 
management of persons entering into the organizations of trade; 
and another, all things that influence the education of the people-- 
if you should quietly stand by the result will be this, that the Privy 
Council, thus split into these several committees, would be entrusted 
with conducting all your national affairs, and they would be con- 
ducted with such secrecy and determination that ultimately they 
would be almost the only power to carry out any measure which 
would be produced for universal adoption. ‘The importance of this 


| point has been determined both in the House of Commons and in 


the House of Lords; first on the motion of Lord Stanley, when he 
proposed that an address should be delivered to the Queen, Ime 


ath ) pone her to dissolve that Committee of Council. THis motion was 
other's differences. Let us forget, as far as we can, our clinging to 


ost only by a majority 2. Under the motion of the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, it was proposed, on the same ground, that a similar 
address should be presented, and he carried his resolution by @ 
majority of 111. Both Houses have declared thet this is unconst- 
tutional, but the opponents of the measure have been purchased, 
and the archbishop is now the friend of the measure that he 
denounced, 

(The remainder of Mr. Stovex’s speech, and much of 
the succeeding report, having only reached us at noon this 
morning, we find it impossible to insert it here. The full 
report will be inserted in our Friday's number. 

We can give simply a bare outline of the proceedings to 
keep up the connexion. 

The resolution was then put from the chair and carried 
unanimously. 

Mr. JoserH SrvRGE moved, and Mr. E. BAINEs, jun. 


call politics, because they saw politics mixed up with bribes, and | seconded, the next resolution. 
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{iter a few remarks from Mr. MIDDLEDITCH, the resolu- | Allon, Rev, H., Union chapel, Telington 


‘on was carried unanimously. 
wy VAUGHAN moved, and G. W. ALEXANDER, Esq., 
seconded, the next resolution. 

After a few remarks from Mr. ToDMAN, of Yardley—] 


Mr. WADDINGTON wished to present a few facts. A clergy- 
man in Stockport went from door to door to catechise the 
children as to where they attended. He would go into a cottage 
and say, ‘* Where do you go on the Sabbath-day ?” “I attend at 
chapel.” “Do you notknow that your minister has no more right to 

reach than a cobbler—that he was never ordained bya bishop ! 

Thus he would go on putting these insulting questions to all our 
hearers until he failed utterly: his own party were disgusted with 
him, and his place sunk into a state of the greatest decay. I will 
mention what is said in reference to the school of which he had the 
superintendence, and in which a member of my own church was a 
teacher, who told me something of his practices. He taught the 
children manners. He called them into an ante-room and would 
say, ‘ Boy, whenever you meet a clergyman you must pull off your 
hat; but you need not do that when you meet a dissenting minister 
(hear, hear], At page 315 of the first volume of the Minutes of 
Council on Education in 1845 the following is the report given of his 
school :-——* The school-house, substantially built, and twostories high, 
will contain 1260 children. I found 230 miserable, ill-taught, and 
ignorant children assembled init, £900 was contributed towards its 
erection by the Treasury and by the National Society, and £900 by 
Lady Vernon, and yet the building-fund remained, at the time of 
my inspection, £38 in debt, Nothing can be worse than the state 
of elementary education in Stockport, if, as I was informed, this is 
the best national school there.” Mr, Bellairs has left his living, and 
is made an inspector. Ours is a religion of conviction and feeling ; 
theirs is a hind of agricultural religion [laughter]; and I am now 
about to show you how Mr. Bellairs is developing himself. He isa 
man of respectable family, and honourable, I believe, in the relations 
of life. Speaking of the western district, he se :——** A good mnaster, 
if he be not burdened with too many scholars, will have a good 
school. One system may probably appear to assist more in develop- 
ing the intellectual faculties, another the disciplining of the moral 
powers. But the master can, in reality, reverse this; and, under 
whatever external circumstances he may be placed, a man of 
intelligence and firm resolve will become the genius of his 
school, and mould his pupils almost according to his will.” 
Is it to be tolerated that a man of this spirit should hold in his 
hand the temporal support and destiny of thousands of children 
that may be apprentices, or anything he may nominate them to be, 
and who have to learn the doctrines of the catechism as he may un- 
derstand them? who, when they go to bed at night, may not know 
but that their indentures will be cancelled, because they do not 
understand the catechism as he does !—[hear, hear. ] 

Mr. WHITE hoped that the resolution would not be mere waste 
paper; but that they would be determined not to vote for any man 
who would make a grant for ecclesiastical purposes. He hoped 
that the conference would feel that in passing the resolution they 
were, at the next election, pledged to carry itout. ‘They did not 
hope in the borough of Bedford to be able to carry a Dissenter ; but 
they could prevent an unconstitutional Whig from getting in. 

JosAH CONDER, Esq., then read a letter appointing him a 
delegate for Christ Church, and enclosing £5 towards the expenses 
incurred by this opposition to the Government measure. The ex- 
penses would be great, and he trusted that the subscriptions would 
be liberal. 

The CuAIRMAN then read the following letter :— 

‘** Homerton College, Monday, April 12, 1817. 

““ My dear Friends,—It would have been my duty to have got 
myself made a delegate, in order to attend the momentous as- 
sembling of to-morrow ; and I believe that I should certainly have 
done so, if I did not view myself as disqualified by my great 
attliction. 

“ Yet, [should deem it a privilege to sit and see, were it not the 
fact that duties which / can perform, numerous so as more than to 
demand all my time, important and imperative, leave me no lawful 
option. 

Me I therefore beg of you to adopt any method that you may deem 
best for preventing the notion (which some may entertain) that my 


-absence on these great occasions arises from disaffection or luke- 


warmness. 

* Also allow me to beg your understanding this communication 
as equally applying to the Anti-State-Church Association. 

‘* Tam, my dear friends, your obliged and 
Devoted fellow-servant, 
“J. PYk SMITH. 
‘‘ The Rev. Dr. Cox, the Rev. Robert Ainslie, and 
J. M. Hare, Esq.” 
The reading of the letter was tullowed by loud cheers. 
The conference then separated. 


SECOND DAY'S CONFERENCE. 
(THIS DAY.] 


The proceedings of the Conference were resumed at 10 o’clock 
this morning. 

The attendance of delegates was ee poe | thinner than yester- 
day, owing, no doubt, to the absence of several gentlemen employed 
as deputies from provincial bodies to wait upon their parliamentary 
representatives, 

Upon the platform we noticed almost all the distinguished leaders 
of the nonconforming body enumerated in the report of yesterday’s 
proceedings. 

Mr. Alderman KERSHAW having resumed the chair, the business 
committee brought in the resolutions to be submitted during the 
day, and a letter was read from Mr, James Parsons of Yoik, regret- 
ting his unavoidable absence. 

Mr. AINSLIE read an extract from the Daily News of this morn- 
ing, and denounced the untair and deceptive representations of that 
journal, 

Dr. HAMILTON thought the thing a most amusing brochure, and 
not worthy the serious consideration of his friend Mr. Ainslie. 

The first resolution moved by Mr. J. Poore, minister of Salford, 
and seconded by Mr. E, MORLEY, minister of Hull, and carried 
unanimously, was— 


‘* That this Conference cannot refrain from expressing its aston- 
ishment at the professions of impartiality put forth by the promoters 
of the Government scheme—professions, as it now appears, without 
even the shadow of a foundation, since the scheme is understood to 
exclude Roman Catholic schools, and professions which can have, 
under no circumstances, any real foundation, since the offer of State 
pay to those whose conscientious opinions are known to prohibit the 
reception of it, must be either an insult or a mockery.” 


The question having arisen whether the book, ‘‘ The School,” &c. 
was authoritative, 

Dr, HAMILTON stated, that the temporary exclusion of the Roman 
Catholics was an understood compact with the Wesleyan bodies, 

Mr. Binney confirmed this statement, with the additional remark, 
that the exclusion would doubtless be removed ina day. 

Mr. Pratr stated, that the book in question was circulated 
Officially, in covers marked, * On Her Majesty’s Service,” and, in 
fact, had been admitted by Mr, Hawes to be the production of Dr. 
Kay Shuttleworth, : 

Yhe secund resolution— 


“That, in the judgment of this Conference, the unsatisfactory 
sue of the efforts which European Governments have made to ex- 
tend their patronage of popular education may be held todemonstrate 
the impossibility of their doing so with either benefit or safety, and 
to afford decisive practical evidence in support of a principle which 
has already found strenuous advocates, and which this Conference 
how avows, namely, that it is not within the province of Govern. 
meut to educate the people,” 


Was moved by Dr. Lecae, of Leicester, and seconded by Mr. Cock In, 
minister of Holintirth, | 


left speaking, 


is 


LIST OF DELEGATES TO THE CONFERENCE OF THE 
OPPONENTS OF THE GOVERNMENT EDUCATION 
SCHEME, 

Acworth, J. Esq., Providence Chapel, Chatham 

Adeney, Rev, G. J., British school, Ealing 

Anthony, Rev. J., Hertford 

Allen, Mr. 'I., Sunday-school Union, Hackney 

Ackroyd, W., Esq., Ottery, Yorkshire 

Andrew, C, J, Keq., Reading 

Aruold, G., Esq , South London Committee 

Adey, Kev, J., Hurseleydown 

Arundel, Mr. R. L., South Loadon Sunday-school Union 

ninalie, Kev. R., Congregational Board of Education 

An sander, G. W., Esq., Central Committee 

tcher, Dr., Ceutral Committee 


Appleton, Mr. H., Upper Clapton 

Airey, Mr., Willow-walk 

Abercrombie, Rev. Mr., Woolwich 
Buckley, A., Esq., Ashtoneunder-Lyne 
Byford, S., Barnet 

Bass, Mr., Brighton 

Barnes, ‘Thomas, Esq., Bolton 

Barnard, J., Esq., Bedworth 

Broomfield, Rev. E., Elstead 

Bishop, Rev. F., Exeter 

Bontems, Mr. J. F., Ealing 

Barfitt, Rev. J., Grantham 

Birrell, Mr. T., Kennington 

Blackburn, T., Esq., Liverpool 

Bakewell, Rev. J., Methodist New Connexion 
Bollen, Mr., Portland chapel 

Bernett, Mr. W., Ratcliffe 

Brown, Mr. E., Reading 

Barnard, Mr., Stroud 

Bland, 8. K., Esq., South London Sunday-school Union 
Butler, H., Esq., ditto 

Batteau, Kev, ‘I. C., Wycliffe chapel 
Binney, Rev. T., Weigh-house chapel 
Budden, Mr., Camberwell 

Blond, Mr. Le, ditto 

Baines, E., jun., Esq., Leeds 

Black, Mr., Adelphi chapel, Hackney 
Beale, Mr. John, Albany chapel, Reyent’s-park 
Bodwell, Rev. J. C., Bury 

Brown, John Esq., London Central Committee 
Boyse, J. Scott, Charlotte chapel, Islington 
Brown, Rev. J. H., Clayland’s chapel 
Barton, Mr. Gee-street chapel 

Brown, Rev. J. J., Islington-green chapel 
Biguold, T. Esq., Norwich 

Bidgood, Henry, Esq., Southampton 
Browne, Rev. J. Baldwin, Clapham-road chapel 
Candler, B. J. Esq., Wakefield 
Cuthbertson, George, Islington 

Cox, Dr. Hackney “entral Committee 
Crellin, William, Kingsland Central Committee 
Child, Henry, Keq., Central Committee 
Challis, ‘Thomas, Esq.. Alderman, Enfield 
Cooke, Mr. B, Greenwich 

Collins, Mr. J. Highgate 

Collins, Rev. William, Kingston 

Cripps, J. Esq, Leicester 

Coleman, H, F. Esq., ditto 

Curwen, Rev, J. Plaistow 

Collins, Mr., Stratlord 

Clarke, G. Esq., ‘lottenham-court-road chapel 
Craig, Rev. J. Bocking, 

Campbell, Rev. W. Croydon 

Cheetham, J., Esq., ese won 

Clarke, Rev, T., Ashford 

Cooke, 8., Esq., Buxton 

Clear, J., Esq , Bassingbourne 

Chaplin, J., Esq., Essex County Meeting 
Conder, J., Esq., Devonport 

Carter, J., Esq., Hackney 

Crump, S:, Esq , Kettering 

Crosstield, G., Exq., Liverpool 

Coward, J., sq., ditto 

Carter, J. J., Esq., Mortimer-street congregation 
Colman, J., Esq., Norwich 

Cook, J., Esq., South Loudon committee 
Cockshaw, Mr. A., Trwnowell 

Clarke, E., Esq., Walthamstow j 
Dickenson. Rev, J., Hounslow < 
Davies, Rev, J., Mackuey, Old Grsvelapit 
Dixon, B&B, Esq., Stoke Newington 

Daniel, Rev, J. M., Birmingham 

Dalton, John, Esayq., Ciapham-road 

Davis, Rev. 8. J., Salter’s Hall 

Duwson, Rev, H., Bradtord 

Dexter, Mr. H., Bethnal-green 

Davies, Evan, Brecon Normal School 
Davids, Rev. ‘IT. W., Essex and Pembroke 
Delf, W., Ksq., Colchester 

Davis, Rev. W., Canterbury 

Dobney, Rev. H. H., Maidstone 

Day, H., Esq., Maribro’ Chapel 

Dick, Mr. W. ‘Thos., Providence Chapel 
Daniord, J., Esq., Prescot-street Chapel 
Davies, Rev. D., London Welch Dissenters 
Doulton, J., Esq., Claylands Chapel 


| Davis, Mr. J., Dealton 


Davies, Kev. 8., Enfield 

Digby, A., Esq., Finsbury Chapel 

Davis, Mr. W. J., Llalifax 

Kisdell, J. C., Esq., Culchester 

Everett, l4., Esq., Chatham 

Edmonds, C. K., Esq., Leicester 

Ellington, H., Esq., South Loudon Committee 
Ello, K., Esq., Ebenezer chapel, Shoreditch 
Kirick, Rev. J.. Whittield chapel, Long Acre 
Kives, Mr, J., Albany chapel 

Essex, Mr.,Jewin-street 

Kly, Kev, J., West Riding Committee 
Kdwards, W., Esq., Camberwell 

Eckett, Rev. ., Woolwich 

Fishbourne, Kev. G. W., Bow 

Freeman, Mr, J., sen., bow 

Ford, Rev. W., Methodist New Connexion 
Forsaith, Rev, E., Royston 

Fordham, John, Esq., Royston 

Francis, Mr. A., Peaybryu, Wrexham 

Farley, W. Esq., Finsbury chapel 

Firmiu, Mr. G., Broad-street 

Forbes, H. Esq., Bradford 

Goultry, Rev, J. N., Brighton 

Godwin, Kev. Dr., Bradiord 

Glover, J., Esq., Chadwick-street chapel 
Gutteridge, Mr., Dunstable 

Gould, Rev, G., Excter 

Grimswade, L., Lsq., Ipswich 

Godirey, J. J., Bsq., Liverpool 

Goulston, J., Esq., South London Committee 
Gill, Rev. J., Sawbridgeworth 

Grove, Mr. G., ‘Tything, Worcester 

Gritliths, Mr. E. ‘I., Albion chapel 

Green, Kev. 8., Central Committee 

Griffin, N., Esq., ditto 

Giipin, C, Esq., ditto 

Gordon, J., beq., Luddersfield 

Glendeman, Kev, J., ditto 

Greaves, Mr, J., Stratturd 

Grimston, H. b., Esq., Bridgnorth 

Glanville, Rev. J., Kast London Committee 
Harsant, Rev, J., Bassingbourne 

Hare, J. M., Esq., Bicester aud Stockport 
Hartland, Kev. Kk, J., Chatteris 

Hayden, Kev, J., High Wycombe 

Haycroit, J, Esq., North Vevon Kducatienal Board 
Harriss, — Ksq., Piescot-street chapel 

Hoole, F., ksq., shetlield 

tlanhey, W. A., Ksy , Stepney 

Holuses, C., Ksq., Soke Newington 

Hanson, J., bsy., Salem chapel, Brixton-hill 
Heptenstall, W., Esq., ditto 

Haidy, K., Esq., Tything, Worcester 
Harrison, G., bhaq., Waketield 

Hamilton, Kev, Dr., West Kiding Committee 
Huliiday, Mr. ‘I., Waterside, Dervyshire (Primitive Methodist) 
Harding, Mr, George, London Young Men's Committee 
Hinton, Rev, J. H., Central Comumattee 
lianbury, B, Esq., ditto 

Hill, Mr. Thos., Nottingham 

Halliday, Kev, E., Plaistow 

Hawkes, Win., Esq., Norwich 

Hare, Rev, J., Bret wood 

Hawkins, Kev. W., Bradford 
Hart, Mr. Ihos., jun., Kast London Committee 
Jones, Rev. KR. A., Cuatham, Cougregauion and Public Meeting 
Jackson, 5., Esqg., Camberwell 

Jones, Kev. G., rortsmouth 

Jetlerson, Rev. J., Stoke Newington — 
lrons, Rev, J., Loudon, (Welch Calvinistic Methodist) 
Jackson, Mr. P., Barbican 

Jones, Key, T., Chatham 


Jennings, J., Esq., Central Committee 
Jenkyn, Rev. Dr., ditto 
Irvine, St. Geo. D'Arcy, ditto 
Jones, Mr., Hudderstield 
Jackson, Mr., ditto 

Jeula, Rev. J. B., Kegworth 
James, J, Esq., Birmingham 
James, Rev. J. A., ditto 
hershaw, Alderman, Manchester 
Kennion, Edward, Esq., Bradford 
Kay, Rev. J., Coggeshall 
Kinsman, Rev. R., Chatham 
Kiddle, Rev, H., Crondal 
Kennarley, Rev. T., Mitcham 
Kennedy, Rev. J., M.A, Stepney 
Kingsley, J., Esq., B.A., Trwnwell 
Katterns, Rev. D., Central Committee 

Kent, W. A., Esq., Gravel-pit, Hackne 

Lockyer, Mr, J., Enfield, Sunday-school Union 
Lord, Rev, A. E. Horsham 

Lowthrop, Sir W., Hull 

Lowe, G., Esq., F.R.S.. Old-street 

Legge, Rev. Dr., Leicester 

Lewis, Rev. W. R., St. Neot’s 

Lee, Mr. E., South London Sunday-school Union 
Leeman, G., Esq., York 

Lewis, W. G., Esq., Central Committee 

Littler, Rev. Mr., Colliers’-rents 

Miall, Rev. J. G., Bradford 

Moore, Mr. Charles, Coggeshall 

Middleditech, Rev. C, J., Frome 

Meredith, J. B., Esq., Hollingworth 

Morley, S., Esq., Hackne 

Morley, R. E., Esq., Hul 

Minton, R., Eaq., Old-street 

May, W., Esq., Ipswich 

Mursell, Rev, J. P., Leicester 

heremg: Rev. J. V., Ratcliffe 

Morley, W. W., Esq., Reading 

Mather, W. M. Esq., Reading 

Moore, J. Esy., Stepney 

Marling, 8. 8. Esq., Stroud 

M‘Laren, D, Esq,, Southampton 

Meredith, M, Esq. Tintwisde 

Marchunt, Mr. J. Tooting 

Mitchell, Mr. H. Broad-street 

Miall, &, Esq., Central Committee, and Holloway chapel 
Moimer, L. E-q., Dunstable 

Miles, Mr. J. A. Finsbury chapel 

Mullens, Mr. Gee-street chapel 

Mannering, Rev. E. Holywell Mount 

Miller, Mr. Huddersfiel 

Morris, Rev. A. J. Holloway chapel 

‘Miall, Mr. C, 8, Kilworth 

Medwin, Mr., Union-street chapel 

oer S., Esq., Weigh-house chapel 

Morell, Rev. 8, Little Baddow 

Norton, Mr. W., Buttersland chapel 

Nash, J. 8., Esq., Hackney 

Nash, W. H., Esq., Royston 

Noteut, Rev. W., [pawich 

Nichols, Esq., Upton 

Nettleton, J., Esq., Chelsea 

Newman, — Esq., Finsbury chapel 

Nunneley, T., Esq., Leicester 

Owen, Rev. W., Chadwick-street ehapel 

Olding, S., Esq., Hackney 

Otfor, G., Esq., ditto 

Overbury, Rev, W., Ilminster 

Osborn, J. M., Esq., Kennington chapel 

Olney, Mr. D., Tring 

Orchard, Rev. Mr., Highgate 

Osborn, G., Esq., Monks Kirby 

Parnell, Mr. W., Ashford 

Pegy, Rev. G, W., Beulah chapel 

Portlock, Mr., Brighton 

Pratt, Mr. D., Bicester 

Pinsent, S., Esq., Devonport 

Penny, J., Esq., Eagle-street chapel 

Parker, W., Esq., ditto 

Powell, J., Esq., Hackney 

Parsona, E., sq., dittot 

Prior, Mr., Kingsland chapel 

Pulstord, Kev, W., Salem chapel, Brixton-hill 
Parsons, E., Eeq., Tavistock 

Pillen, Mr, T., Union chapel, Curtain-road 
Phillips, Mr. G. B., Blandford-street chapel 
Pagett, Mr. T., Hertford 

Peachey, Mr. J., Barbican 

Penton, Mr. W., Hounslow 

Price, Dr. Thomas, Islington-green chapal 

Penny, Mr., Jewin-street 

Pulling, Rev. John, ‘Totnes 

Rothery, Rev. J., Buttersland-street chapel 

Ryland, Rev. J. H., Bradford 

Robinson, Rev, H., Church-street chapel, Hackney 
Riogers, J., Esq., [ifraccmbe 

Ray, 8., Esq., lpswich 

Rouse, H., Esq., Kettering 

Raffe:, Rev. Dr., Liverpool 

Robertson, C,, sq., ditto 

Rowland, D., Esq., ditto 

Richard, Rev, H., Marlbro’ chapel 

Riichie, J. E., Esq., Monks Kirby 

Reed, Rev. A., Norwich 

Reed, Chas., Esq., Wycliffe chapel 

Roaf, Rev. W., Wigan 

Richards, E, W., Esq., Welch Protestant Dissenters, London] 
Rothery, Mr, Jumes, Young Men's Committee 
Read, Mr, G., Adelphi chapel, Hackney 

Rutt, W., Esq., Congregational Bourd of Education 
Reed, Rev, A., D.D., Central Committee and Wyclif'e chipel 
ltutt, H., Esq., ditto 

Rodrick, E. L., Esq., Clayland’s chapel 

Ruff, Mr, J., Kingston 

Roberts, T., Esq., Plaistow 

Ridley, W., Esq., Stebbing 

Richardson, Rev, J. W., ‘Tottenliam-court-road claps 
Khoom, W., Esq., Birmingham 

Stewart, Mr. Alex. J., Barnet 

Simmons, G., Esq., Bicester 

Scott, Rev. J., Cleckheaton 

Stock, Rev. J., Chatham 

Shrewsbury, KR. H., Esq., ditto 

Smither, K., baq., Crondall, Surrey 

Stribling, Mr. J., Eutield Sunday School Union 
Simith, Mr., ditto 

Symonds, Kev. W., Great Shelford 

sul, S., Msq., Liverpool 

skeats, H.5S., Esq., Lymington 

Suuthall, J., Esy., Leominster 

Stevenson, Kev, &., Leicester 

Steveuson, Mr. W., = ditto 

Sinedmore, Rev. J., ditto 

Stow, Mr., Maldon 

Sith, Rev. ‘T., New Brentford 

Stephen, Rev, D. R., Pembroke Educational Committee 
Smith, Mr. J., Providence chapel 

Stnmonus, Mr. W., Royston 

Sinythe, Mr. A,, Southwark 

Smith, k., baq., Shettield 

dievens, Kev. G., Totton 

Stone, 'T’,, Esq., ‘Tintwistle 

Siuith, Mr. J., Union chapel, Curtain-road 

Stroud, Dr., Upton - 

Sturge, Jos., Ksq., Birmingham 

Swalue, B., Beg, Piceadilly 

Spaluing, ‘I’., Esq., Centsal Committee 

stovel, Kev, C,., ditto 

Seaborn, Kev. H. S., Coverdale chapel 

dSurgeaut, IT. Fy bsq., Finsbury chapel 

Spicer, H., Esg., Union chapel, Islugton 

Sibree, Kev, J., Coventry 

Scoble, Jolin, Keq., hast London Committee 

Tabor, J, A., bsq., Colchester 

‘Thompson, Kev, 1., M.A., Chatham 

tooner, N. b., Beq., ditto 

Tauuer, Mr. &. W., Greenwich 

‘Loser, W., Esq., Hackuey 
Tyler, Rev. W., Mile-end 
‘Lreatrail, Rev, F., Mitcham 
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Tillett, J. H., Esq., Norwich 
Tyndal, Rev. J.. Needham Market 

Todman, Rev. W., Yardley 

Tarring, Mr. J., Albany chapel 

Thompson, T., Esq., Central Committee 

Tyndall, Mr, E., Coverdale chapel 

Talbot, Rev. J. B., Brunawick chapel, Mile-end 

Thompeon, G., Esq., East London Committee 

Viney, Rev. J., Bethnal-green chapel 

Vincent, H., Esq., Maldon 

Underhill, C., Esq., Mortimer-street chapel 

Wire, D. W., Esq., Barnsley 

Wills, F., Esq., Bedminster 

Wood, G., Esq., ditto 

Wheeler, F., Esq., Chatham 

Whitby, Rev. J., Ipswich 

Webb, Rev. J., ditto 

Watkins, C., Esq., New Brentford : 
Wynne, Mr. E., Oswestry 

Wycherly, Rev. T., Tring 

Waraker, Rev. J. T., Tooting — 

Wilkes, W., Esq., Walthamstow 

Winter, Rev. C., Southminster 

Woodhouse, Rev. W., Adelphi chapel, Hackney 

White, Mr. A., Albion chapel 

Wilkins, Rev. G., Broad-street chapel 

Waddington, Rev. J. W., Central Committee 

Wilka, J.,-Esq., ditto” 

Woodyard, Rev, B., ditto 

Wight, Rev. H., Edinburgh 

Wyles, Mr. T., Gloucester 

Walter, Mr. A., Greenwich 

Walker, Mr. J., Halifax 

Wilkin, Mr. T., Hampstead 

Willans, J. B., Esq., Huddersfield 

Wrigley, Mr., ditto [East London Committee 
Williams, Mr. J. C., Stepney-meeting Sunday-school Union, and 
Webb, J. M.. Esq., Union-street chapel 

Wells, Rev. A., Upper Clapton 

Young, Thomas, Esq., Camberwell 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


BRISTOL AUXILIARY TO THE LONDON MISSIONARY 
SOCIETY. 


A Ta MEETING of the COMMITTEE held this 
day at the EYE INSTITUTION, it was resolved :— 
That this committee records its deep sympathy with the Direc- 

tors and Secretaries of the London Missionary Society in the pain- 

ful circumstances in which they have been recently placed; and its 
unabated confidence in the integrity, discretion, and zeal with 
which they discharge their onerous duties, 
(Signed), RICHARD ASH, Chairman. 
Bristol, April 9, 1847. 


o- —_— 


WEST LONDON AUXILIARY SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION, 
GOVERNMENT EDUCATIONAL SCHEME. 


A T a SPECIAL MEETING of the COMMITTEE, 
held APRIL 7, 1847, 
It was resolved— 

That the Committee, having taken into consideration the educa- 
tional scheme contained in the Minutes of the Committee of Council, 
are of opinion that the measure would prove highly injurious to 
many Sunday-schools throughout the country; and, therefore, re- 
commend that energetic opposition be made to prevent the proposed 
plans from being carried into effect. 


For the motion ........ eékeseneceu ae 
RIE TE oo oss teesedeccsi constessua = 8 
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F, NAYLOR, Chairman. 


—————— 


GOVERNMENT EDUCATION SCHEME, 
HE PATRIOT of FRIDAY next will contain 


full reporis of the General Conference, and of the Aggregate 
Meeting of the Opponents of the Government Measure. May be 
had of all Newsvenders, and will be sent to apy part of the country 
on the remittance of five postage stamps to the Patriot Office, Bolt- 
court, Fleet-street. 
ae LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
WEST LANCASHIRE AUXILIARY. 


T a MEETING of the COMMITTERF, held 
in the Vestry of NEWINGTON CHAPEL, LIVERPOOL, 
MARCH 3lst, 1847, 
The Rev. THOMAS RAFFLES, D.D., LL.D., in the Chair, 
The Rev. William Bevan engaged in prayer. 

It was resolved,— 

On the motion of the Rev. John Kelly; seconded by Alfred 
King, Esq. :— 

That, after a careful and patient consideration of the accusations 
brought against the Directors of the London Missionary Society, 
by the Rev. Dr. Reed, with reference to their proceedings in rela- 
tion to Tahiti, China, and the Jubilee, this meeting feels con- 
strained to give expression to their conviction that these charges 
are unsupported and unjustifiable ; and that they believe the im- 
portant affairs entrusted to that Board—often involving great com- 
plexity and delicacy—have been managed with great attention, zeal, 
and discretion. 

It was resolved,— 

On the motion of William Crosfield, Esq.; seconded by Charles 
Robertson, Esq. :— 


That this meeting regard with surprise and regret the fresh 
charges adduced by the Rev. Dr. Reed, in his ‘* Final Appeal” 
againet the financial management of the Society; that, in their 
opinion, these accusations not only convey a most unfair view of 
the facts of the case, but can be considered in no other light chan 
as an impeachment either of the ability or honesty of the Select 
Committee, by whom these matters underwent a searching exami- 
nation, and whose Report was received without question at the 
Meeting of the Board of Directors previous to the last Annual 
Meeting of the Society, at which Dr. Reed was present. 

It was resolved,— 

On the motion of the Rev. William Bevan ; seconded by Thomas 
Bulley, Esq. ; supported by Samuel Job, Esq, :— 


That this meeting further record the sincere expression of their 
unabated confidence in the ability and integrity of their Christian 
brethren who have been engaged in the conduct of the affairs of the 
Society ; and of high appreciation of the faithful discharge of the 
ardnous duties of their office by the Rev, Arthur Tidwan and 
the Rev, Joseph John Freeman, Secretaries of the Society. 


(Signed) THOS. RAFFLES, Chairman, 
WM. BEVAN, Minute Secretary. 


— 


ORPHAN WORKING SCHOOL, CITY ROAD, 
BECOND APPLICATION, 


He favour of your Votes and Interest is ver 
earnestly requested at the Election, on Wednesday, the 28t 
inst., in favour of 


HENRY COCKSHAW, . 
Aged Seven Years, whose father, a printer, (formerly of Leicester, ) 
died December 27th, 1812, leaving a widow and four children en- 
tirely dependent on friends. 
The case is strongly recommended to the favourable notice 
Governors and Subscribers by 


The Rev. Caleb Morris, Fetter- 


lane. 

The Rev. F. A. Cox, D.D., LL.D., 
Hackney. 

The Rev. if P. Mursell, Leicester. 

The Rev. George Wilkins, New 
Broad-street. 

Dr. T. Price, London. 

The Rev. 8. Birch, Finchley. 

The Kev, J. Burnet, Camberwell. 


Proxies will be thankfully received by Mr. Mugruy, 116, Holborn 
hil), and by A, CocksHAW, |2, Warwick-square, 


of the 


W. Cripps, Esq., Mayor of Not- 
tingham. 

Mr. Alderman Cripps, Leicester. 

‘The Rev. G, Clayton, Walworth, 

J. Crane, Esq., Finchley. 

F. Brewin, Esq., Denmark-bill. 

Robert Boustield, Esq., Newing- 
ton-place. 


Edward Miall, Esq., Holloway. 


| breath, 


Mr. Murphy, 116, Holborn-hill, — 
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RELAND’S FAMINE AND ENGLAND’S 
&. DUTY. A Sermon by Rev. H. J. GAMBLE (co-pastor with 
Dr. Collyer), No. 1,273 of the PENNY PULPIT. Nos. 1,266-70, 
The Fast Day in the Metropolis. Nos. 1,263-64, '* God Staying his 
Rough Wind in the day of the East Wind,” by Rev. H. Melviil. 40 
Y ditto on Important Subjects, 8s... No. 1,261, “Church Property 

ational Property,” by Rev. John Burnet. 20 lectures on “ Popu- 
Jar Errors in Religion,” by ditto, bound, 4s. 12, by ditto, on the 


Sovereignty of God, &c., 28. 12 on Forming a Settled Judgment in 
Matters of Religion, 2z. 


The MOTHER’S MAGAZINE for April, among other interesting 
articles, contains a Sketch of a Visit to Skibbereen and its vicinity. 
16pp., 8vo, price 2d. Vols. 1. and IL. of this interesting publication 


may be had, at 3s. per Vol., containing many articles suitable for 
Family Reading. 


JAMES PAUL, 1, Chapter-house-court, Paternoster-row, 
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THE NEW ASYLUM FOR INFANT ORPHANS, STAMFORD- 
H 


L. 
YHE THIRD ANNIVERSARY DINNER of 
this CHARITY will be held at the LONDON TAVERN, on 
THURSDAY, the 6th of MAY next. 
The Right Hon. Lord ROBERT GROSVENOR, M.P., 
will preside on the occasion. 


W. H. L, STRUDWICKE, Sub-Sec. 
Office, 32, Poultry. 


OWLANDS’ UNIQUE PREPARATIONS.— 

Patronized by her Majesty the Queen, his Royal Highness 
Prince Albert, the Royal Family and Nobility of Great Britain, as 
well as the several Sovereigns and Courts of Barepe. 


ROWLANDS’ MACASSAR OIL 


Is celebrated throughout the world for its genial and nourishing 
qualities for the Human Hair! It produces and restores hair; 
stops it from falling off or turning grey; restores Grey Hair to its 
original colour; frees it from scurf and dandriff, and renders it 
soft, silky, curly, and glossy. For children, it is especially recom- 
mended as forming the basis of a Beautiful Head of Hair! and ren- 
dering the use of the fine-comb unnecessary. Price 3s. 6d., 7s. 
Family bottles (equal to four small), 10s. 6d., and double that size, 
21s. per bottle. 


REMARKABLE CASE OF RESTORATION.—A striking in- 
stance of the power of scientific art to remedy the defects of nature 
has lately occurred in the case of a Mr. F. Balls, a gentleman re- 
siding at Wortham, in Norfol, who, in the year 1812, on returning 
from Harlestone Market to Weybred, where he then resided, sus- 
tained so severe a fall from his horse, as to bring on an illness of 
several months’ duration, during which period his hair continued 
to come off, till he became, to use his own terms, “ as perfectly vald 
as if his head had been shaved,” so that the Rev. J. E. Daniel, 
then clergyman of the parish, offered him a wig as a substitute for 
his lost hair. Under these circumstances, he was induced to try 
the effect of Rowlands’ Macassar Oil, and it is highly gratifying to 
add with the most happy results. As soon as part of a botule was 
used the growth re-commenced, and he has now to boast of a very 
thick and luxuriant head of hair, which presents this peculiarity 
that, though prior to losing his har it evinced no tendency to curl, 
the new growth is curly and strong. This fact speaks too strongly 
for itself to require observation.—Zell’s Messenger. 


On the wrapper of each bottle of the genuine LOWLANDS’ 
Article are these words, in two lines, MACASSAR OIL, 


*,* Allothers are “‘SPURIOUS IMITATIONS,” 
ROWLAND’S KALYDOR. 


This Oriental Balsamic Preparation is of unfailing efficacy in 
thoroughly purifying the skin from all pimples, spots, blotches, 
freckles, tan, and discolorations, producing a healthy freshness and 
transparency of complexion; and an admired softness and delicacy 
of the hands, arms, and neck.—Price 4s, 6d. and 8s. 6d. per bottle. 


ROWLANDS’ ODONTO, or PEARL 
DENTIFRICE; 
A White Powder for the Teeth, compounded of the choicest 
and most recherche ingredients of the Oriental herbal. It eracdi- 
cates tartar from the Teeth, removes spots of incipient decay, 
polishes and preserves the enamel—imparts the most pure and 
pearl-like whiteness; and gives sweetness and perfume to the 
Price 2s. 9d. per box, 


ROWLANDS’ HAIR WASH. 

This is a preparation from the choicest Oriental Herbs, of pecu- 
liarly mild and detersive properties. It pleasingly and effectually 
cleanses the hair and skin of the head from scurf and every species 
of impurity, and imparts a delicate fragrance. It is particularly 
recommended to be used after bathing, as it will prevent the pro- 
bability ofycatching cold in the head, aud will render the hair dry 
in a few mfinutes, It entir. ly supersedes the necessity for using the 
flue comb, so injurious to the tender skin of the head; and, from 
its beneficial effects on the health, together with the grateful and 
refreshing sensation it imparts, and being perfectly innocent in its 
nature, will prove an invaluable appendage to the toilet, and the 
purposes of the nursery.—ds, 6d. per bottle. 


IMPORTANT INFORMATION, — Unprincipled Individuals, 
for the sake of gaining a trifle more profit, vend the most spurious 
compounds, under the names of ** Macassar Oil,” ‘* Kalydor,” and 
* Odonto;” some under the implied sanction of royalty, and the 
government departments, with similar atteuipts at deception, ‘They 
copy the labels, advertisements, and testimonials (substituting fice 
titious names and addresses for the real) of the original prepara- 
tions. It is therefore highly necessary to see that the word ** ROW- 
LANDSs’” is on the wrapper of each article, 

*,” Allothers are FRAUDULENT IMITATIONS! 


The Genuine articles are sold by every respectable Perfumer and 
Chemist throughout the kingdom, 
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ICK"RS’S GINGER BRANDY. Experience 


teaches us that the beneficent productions of the earth are 
themselves sufficient for man’s earthly good : especially when 
rightly directed, and adopted in accordance with the exercise of 
reason, 


Ginger, the almost spontaneous growth of a sunny clime, offers, 
in his own land, its invigorating aid, to recruit the exhausted ener. 
gies of the enervated Indian ; and in other quarters of the globe 
nature kindly provides the luscious and grateful orange, as the 
ueedful renovator, 


After the most acute medical research, professors are compelled 
to admit, that nature herself presents the most del.: htful and 
efficient remedies, in the temperate use of the Seville + range and 
Jamaica ginger. By the means of commerce we are e nabled to 
obtain these good things; and by a skilful and jndicious operation, 
we are enabled to offer to the world a combination of these excel- 
lent remedial qualities, eminently useful in spasm, flatulence, and 
sensations of cold, And, indeed, for whatever purpose stimulants 
are required, there are houe more wholesome—none more pure— 
none more efficacious, than VICKERS’S GINGER BRANDY, 


THE ORANGE GINGERETTE 
is an article less highly concentrated, and so compounded as to be 


acceptable to the Ladies, and those to whom a stronger Liqueur is 
not pecessary. 


THE CURACAO PUNCH 
stands pre-eminent for delicacy of flavour and superiority of quality ; 
and may be used either as a Liqueur, or 1 combination with Warm 
or cold wacer. : 
THE IMPERIAL LIQUEUR GENEVA 

has Jong stood the test of public approval: it is the subject of much 
careful attention in its distillation ; and nothing finer can be pro- 
duced by the British distiller, 

The above are all Bottled, Sealed, and Labelled at the Distillery 


of JOSEPH AND JOM W VICKERS and Co., LONDON |; and may | 
be obtained, as well as their farefamed Orange boven, Curagao, | 


Cherry Brandy, Gold Wasser, and Créme de Noyeau, of all the Spirit 
Merchants in the kingdom, 


Borough Market Distillery, London. 
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HRISTIAN MU TUAL PROVIDENT 
C SOCIETY. 
Enrolled pursuant to Act ol Parliament. 
TRUSTEES. 


Rev. James Sherman. 
Joseph Tritton, Esq. 


TREASURER. 

Samuel Morley, fain + Ge 

ig Society assures to Ministers, Members © urches, and 

FE gnc Lables computed from the results o: 4,000 Societies, 

and conferring double the advantages usually offered, Relief in 

Sickness, Annuities commencing at 60, 65, or 70, Sums at Death, 

and Endowments for Adults and Children. Females are admis. 
sible. f 

The Society’s operations are extending by mears of Local 
Branches in several important towns 1n the Kingdom. 

Assurances may be effected daily. The general Medical Officer 
may be consulted at three o’clock, at the office, daily. Pro. 
spectuss, Rules, Tables, and Proposals, may be had at the office, 
or, for twelve stamps, will be sent through the post. 


CHARLES BURLS, jun., Secretary, 
29, Bridge-street, Blackfriars. 


Rev. John Campbell, D.D. 
Joshua Field, Esq., F.R.S. 
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PRBITANNIA LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANY, 


1, Princes-street, Bank, London. 
Empowered by Special Act of Parliament, 4th Vict., cap. ix. 
ADVANTAGES OF THIS INSTITUTION, 


MUTUAL ASSURANCE BRANCH, ~ 

Complete Security afforded to the Assured by means of an ample 
subscribed capital, and the large fund accumulated from the pre- 
miums on upwards of 6,000 Policies. 

Half the amount only of the annual premium required duritig the 
first five years, the remaining half premiums being paid out of the 
profits, which, after five years, will be annually divided among the 
Assured. 

PROPRIETARY BRANCH. 

The lowest rates consistent with security to the Assured, 

An increasing scale of preminms, peculiarly adapted to cases 
where assurances are effected for the purpose of securing Loans of 
Debts. 

Half-credit rates of Premium, whereby credit is given for half the 
amount of premium for seven years, to be then paid off, or remain a 
charge upon the Policy, at the option of the holder. 


EXTRACTS FROM THE TABLES. 


Annual Premiums required for an Assurance of £100 for the whole 
Term of Life. 


= 


MUTUAL ASSURANCE BRANCH, PROPRIETARY BRANCH. 
Half Pre- | Whole Pre- Half Pre- | Whole Pre- 
Age.| mium first | mium after } Age. | mium first | mium after 
five years. | five years. seven years.| seven years, 
£s.d £s.d : ee £es. d, 
20 ee S. 2 0 0 20 018 0 116 0 
25 ee xe | 244 25 019 7 119 2 
30 1 411 2 9 10 30 ace 9 3 6 
35 [2 © 217 0 35 1 411 2 910 
40 113 3 $ 6 6 40 ae oe 218 4 
45 119 6 319 O 45 1 14 10 3 9 8 
D0 i 415 6 _ ee ee | 45 0 
55 | 21810 | 517 8 | 55 | 212 9 5 5 6 


PETER MORISON, Resident Director, 
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UDIE’S SELECT LIBRARY, 


28, Upper King-street, Bloomsbury-square, 

This Library comprises the best and newest works in every depart- 
ment of Literature, with all the Quarterly and Monthly Periodicals. 
Single Subscription. 

Seven Shillings per Quarter, One Guinea per Annum. 
Family and Country Subscription. 

Two, Three, Five, or Ten Guineas per Annum, according to the 
number of volumes required. 


Newspapers raguiarly supplied.—Stationery of every Description 


STEPHENS’ CONCENTRATED AND SOLUBLE. INK 
POWDERS. 


HE Proprietor of these Articles having long 
considered that it would be greatly to the convenience of 
the Public to be furnished with the chief elementary parts of Ink 
iic a dry state, yet so readily soluble in water as to be fit for immedi- 
ate use, has long turned his attention to the subject. He has not 
been contented to produce a Powder containing the crude in- 
eredients of Ink, such as has hitherto been known, but he has 
aimed at producing one which, by the addition of water only, shall 
instantly and at once form an Ink fit for immediate use, and which 
shall be equal in quality to the best Liquid Ink, The following 
Preparations will be found to answer fully the above purposes ,; 
they consist of — 


First—A Soluble Powder for making BLACK INK of the best 
description and quality, excellent in colour, and very fluid. 


Second—A Soluble Powder for making the BLUE-BLACK 
WRITING FLUID, originally produced by the Proprietor of these 
articles, and which has been so extensively used, and so justly 
appreciated, 

Third—A Soluble Blue Powder, which makes the UNCHANGEs 
ABLE BLUE INK, and, which the Proprietor has the exclusive 
right to manufacture by patent. 


These Powders are put up in three different sized packages: the 
smallest size may be obtained singly, or in packets containing half 
a dozen, They, as weil as the next size, are so shaped (triangular) 
that, by cutting off an angle, the contents may be emptied as from 
a funnel into any glass vessel or inkholder, to be mixed with the 
Ss quantity of water, to make ink for immediate use. 

The largest size packages, No. 3, are sufficient to make a Quart. 
It has been thought that there is no necessity to make larger Pack- 
ages, as any quantity of Ink can be made from these by taking the 
requisite number of Packages for the number of Quarts or Gallons. 

The convenience of the smaller Package is, that a Packet contain- 
ing half a dozen may be kept in a Writing Desk, by which the Ink- 
holder may be supplied, by emptying into it one of the Powders, 
and adding about an ounce or two eathsepeeutate of water as often 
as required, The convenience of these small Packages while travel- 
ling is very manifest, as it saves carrying about more Liquid Ink 
than is required for present use, x 

The next size Package, No. 2, contains sufficient to make Half-a- 
pint of Ink at once; and as half-a-pint of Ink, with the bottle, will 
weigh at least Sixty times the weight of the Powder ne essary to 
make that quantity, its convenience, even for carrying in the 
pocket, is something; and when it is considered, that to put it 
into a bottle, and pour water to it, is not more trouble than to draw 
a cork from a bottle, its advantage on many occasions is very ap- 
parent. 

The Black Ink is sold in Packages at ld., 6d., and 1s. 6d. each. 
The smallest size is usually put up in Packages containing six in 
each, at 6d. per Packet. 

The Blue-Black, and the Unchangeable Blue,in Packages at 14d., 
9d., and 2s. each. : 

A Liberal Discount to the Trade and to Shippers. 


Prepared and sold by HENRY STEPHENS, Inventor and Pro- 
“fees of the Writing Fluids, 54, Stamford-street, Blackfriars-road, 
wndon; and by all Booksellers and Stationers throughout the 
Kingdom, 
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Q) END EIGHT POSTAGE STAMPS, and by 
LI return, and Post free, you will get a handsome Tea-spoon of 
C, WATSON’S SOLID ALBATA PLATE, which is rapidly super- 
seding silver for all domestic uses, as it is equally sweet and hand- 
some as silver itself. This is the only solid substitute now sold ; 
and, unlike plated goods of any kind, there is nothing to wear off, 
so that the more you tub and clean it the better it will continue to 
look, though it should be in daily use for fifty years, Don’t be 
afraid to put it to any test, and then send your order, A full catae 
logue of prices, With patterns of every ocher article, will be enclesed 
with the Sample Spoon.—Address, C, Watson, 41 and 42, Barbican, 
and 16, Norton-folgate, Loudon, 
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HAMPDEN CHAPEL, HACKNEY. 


TINIE Minister and Members of the Christian 
chureh recently assembling in Well-street Chapel respectfully 
submit the following brief statement to the kind consideration of 
Christian friends. | a 
The church has recently been deprived of the place of worship 
they had oceupied more than forty years by the expiration of the 


“ihe chapel has been taken down, and it is understood that the 
trustees of the large estate on which it stood will not sanction the 
erection, on the property they manage, of any Nonconforming place 
= rreagementts are made for the erection of several new streets, 
and the population of the district being thus likely to extend, the 
members of the church deem it a matter of imperative obligation to 
make provision for the religious wants of a rapidly extending dis- 
trict. They have succeeded in obtaining a most sttiitable site for a 
new chapel in the immediate vicinity of the old one, on moderate 
terma, and on a ~ lease. 

A Committee of Management has been formed, who guarantee 
the faithful application of the funds to be raised, and also that the 
chapel, when completed, shall be regularly placed in trust for the 
use of a Congregational church, 

The building is now rapidly progressing, and the chapel will be 
opened, by Divine permission, in July next. The members of the 
church and congregation have engaged to raise, from their limited 
means, the sum of £300, and they now respectfully and earnestly 
appeal to their Christian friends, believing that their case—involving 
the rights of conscience—furnishes special reason why prompt and 


generous aid should be given. 


They have mach pleasure in referring to the tollowing recommen- 
dations from esteemed and honoured ministers who have already 
encouraged the effort by recommendations and liberal subscriptions ; 
and other brethren, It 1s expected, will cordially unite in this ap- 
peal. 

“1 am intimately acquainted with all the particulars of the case 
of Hampden Chapel, with the growing necessities of the locality, 
aud with the liberal efforts of the people; and my opinion of its 
claims may be known from the fact that | never gave my recommen- 
dation to any case wilh greater pleasure and more confidence. 


* JAMES CARLILE, 
“ Hackney, Feb. 22, 1847.” 


‘“* Homerton, Feb, 23, 18-17. 
“1 am happy to follow Dr. Carlile in the recommendation of this 
effort fur the building of Hampden Chapel. 
“J. PYE SMITH.” 
« And I follow the preceding. 


°F. & Ve 
“1 unite in the recommendation of this effort. 
“H. F. BURDER.” 
“ | most cordially commend this case, as deserving public help. 
* ROBERT PHILLIP.” 
“ Maberly Cottage, Dalston.” 
CoMM'TTER. 
Rev. James Carlile, D.D., Hackney. 
Rev. R. Ferguson, LL.D., Strattord. 
Rev. J. Raban, Hackney. 
St. Geo. D’Arcy Irvine, Esq., Secretary, Surrey-street, City.* 
E. Chartier, Esq., Clapton. 
William Loynes, Esq., Homerton. 
W. Webb, Esy., Hackney. 
Mr. J. Harrison, sen., Hackney, 
Rev. Henry Harrison, Pastor of the Church, Grove-street, 
Hackney. 
mr. Black, Hackney. 
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SOCIETY REFORM, 


TF\HE Benevolent Societies—Keligious and Philan- 

thropic—of this Metropolis, have gained a strong hold on 
public sympathy ; and partly because of their admitted utility, and 
partly because of a belief that the state of Nonconformiing Churches 
renders their existence desirable, if not indispensable, they are 
likely to become permanent organizations, Considering the hold 
they have obtained on the minds of the religious public, the extent 
of the resources placed in their hands, their tendeucy, by giving 
patronage, to secure power to a few, and the numerous influe:ices 
which the few, thus favoured, can concentrate and combine, it must 
be expected that they will exercise no inconsiderable control 
over the whole of our ecclesiastical destinies, and that they may 
very seriously affect the independent position of individual ministers, 
and infringe the just rights of Independent Churches. 


Itis the conviction of many, that this tendency has already been 
developed—that the process has already begun; and that, unless 
speedily and effectually checked, it will steadily and more rapidly 
advance: thus, not only neutralizing the beneficial tendencies of 
the Societies themselves, but also injuriously affecting the interests 
and liberties of the very churches by whose bounty they are sus- 
tained. Impressed with this conviction, a Provisioial Committee 
has been formed, consisting of ministers and members of Noncon- 
forming Churches, with a view to the early formation of an Associ- 
ation, whose Object shall be to increase the efficiency of our Reli- 
gious and Charitable Iustitutions by promoting, by the influence 
of public sentiment, expressed through the medium of the press, 
and by other available Christian agencies, their speedy and effectual 
Reform, Especially to secure a due regard to economy in the 
adininistration of the public funds; to prevent a few individuals 
from securing to themselves the power and patronage of public 
bodies; to wake the influence of the Constituent body over the 
Executive more direct and influential than at present; to obtain a 
practical recognition of the truth, that Executive Committees are 
responsible stewards of a public trust; in a word, either to prevent 
the system of Ceutralization, or, if it must exist, to surround it 
With such wholesome checks as will prevent it from becoming in- 
jurious to truth and destructive to liberty. 


The Provisional Committee decin it proper to state, distinctly, 
that they have no intention to interfere with any controversial dis- 
cussion Which Imay now exist, or may yet be originated, between 
any individual and the manager of any of our public Societies ;— 
With such questions they have, as a Committee, no concern; and 
With the discussion of them they will, under no circumstances, 
interfere. No individual, they can truly say, engaged in any recent 
or still-pending coutroversy with the Managers of any Suciety, has 
any connexion with this Committee, or is cognizant of its furmation. 
They readily admit, however, that some recent events have deepened 
their impressions of the duty they are about to discharge, and given 


an impulse to them relative to the course of action on which they 
had maturely decided to enter. 


The freedom of speech and of the press is now literally denied 
among us. Nearly the whole of the religious press among Noncon- 
formists, including that part of it which is the official and autho- 
rized organ of a large and influential body—is closed against free 
discussion, Editors feel at liberty to engage in a one-sided advo- 
cacy of questions, in the calm discussion of which there ought to be 
perlect freedom, Some of them descend to ‘he use of offeusive per- 
sonalities, aud employ terms of low aud scurrilous abuse againstany 
who have moral courage lo express their personal convictious ; and 
the public have just learned the astounding fact, that some of our 
religious journals have refused to admit, though offered on business 
terius for the advertising sheet, the statement of an individual's 
honest opinion on a grave public question; and yet admitted the 
Prospectus of worthless novels and irreligious romances. In all 
these facts, the Committee recognize, in a high degree, the danger- 


ous Lendency of modern Centralization, and the consequent necessity 
of Society Reform, 


eee 


The religious societies of London, iu the judgmentof the Com- 
Mitlee, shed a moral glory on this age and country; aud they are 
ileusely auxious that the Societies may receive no detriment from 
- effort to remove the evils which the infirmities of man’s nature 
ay attached to them, ‘Lhe co-operaiion of all who sympathize in 
ro Seling of attachment, the Committee earnestly desiderate; but 
re ul Whose Who are hostile to our Societies they do not ask, and 
i -_ accept. It is intended tw collect the opinions of those, 
mews on and throughout the provinces, who desire lu save Our Su- 
ve —— render (heim suili more u-eful, by seeking their early 
Ho¢ eHectual Ketorm; and itis hoped, that early in May an Asso- 
“ monary Widy be duly organiacd, ‘Lhe Committee will only add, that 
ak ‘eau Of great respectability—an esteemed mewber ofa church 
Seakas south of Lhe melropulis—an attached friend of every uselul 
their bie George D'Arcy Irvine, Esq.,—has kindly acceded to 
ceive oe request, and will, as Hon, Secretary, pro lem., re- 

i ‘) Communications (confidentially) that may be addressed to 

‘ence, 9, Surrey-street, Strand, Loudon. 
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IRISH EVANGELICAL SOCIETY. 
CONTRIBUTIONS FOR THE RELIEF OF THE STARVING 
POOR IN IRELAND. 


'NXHE COMMITTEE acknowledge, with great 

thankfulness, the liberal contributions which continue to be 
remitted to them for mitigating the appalling distress, which still 
deepens and spreads in our ill-fated aister country. The gentlemen 
composing their deputations have completed the work assigned 
them. They have witnessed many heart-rending scenes of wretch- 
edness and woe. They have seen, too, the unspeakable benefit 
which has already resulted from English sympathy and _ relief. 
Multitudes have been saved from perishing. They have, where 
practicable, organized Relief Committees, composed of trustworthy 
persons of different denominations, to whom, in concert with the 
Agents of the Society, will be entrusted the distribution of the 
Churches’ bounty. Remittances have been, and will continue to be 
made to such Committees, who have it in charge to examine into 
the circumstances of each case, and, with Me rare exceptions, to 
administer relief in food, and not in money here ia little hope 
that the calamity will abate. Months must elapse before any sup- 
ply can be derived from the soil. It is, therefore, for British Chris- 
tians to persevere in their course of benevolence, if they would save 
alive those who afe still ‘‘ ready to perish.” 


THOMAS JAMES, Secretary. 
Blomfield-street, April 12, 1847. 


Amount already advertised 6... ..ccceeeebeccescecees £8668 4 11 
Rev. Dr. Bennett and Friends, Faleon-square ........ 23 2 5 
Rev. E. Miller and Friends, Chiswick ....... nveee ee ue 43 6 
Rev. E. Mannering and Friends, Holywell Mount .... 30 0 6 
“The Point in View,’ Exmouth, Rev. J. Mercer 

(ad@itional) occccocscedescccscas sbeebs iueddevidccad 114 0 
Rev. Ebenezer Williams, Penybrott, Radnorshire, Cal- 

vinistic Methodists..... bbe bb edd wh ebbc Heed ES 0 dee 3.2 0 
Rev. Dr. Waraker, ‘Tooting (additional) ........es.00 05 0 
Rev. D. Davies, Swamees ..ccscces soccectecssssceess 10 0 
Mrs. W. Windeatt, Tavistock ..ccceccccccecccseWbecse 010 0 
Greenhithe, Rev. E. W. Harris and Friends ....... wr 2 = 
Sheftield Relief Fund, by G. Tucker, Esq........i.5.. OL 18 8 
Collected from two country congregations at Buckle- 

bury and Frilsham, in Berkshire, by their pastor, Mr. 

John Morte «ccvessicdecinccocces eeesvece verre 6 4 3 
From a lady at Highgate, by Rev. M. A. Garvey ....4. » 0 0 
The Congregation at Sutton, Cheshire, per Mr, B. Hay- 

ward WoT TTT TTT Teer Trey rere S8ebes Sece 311 0 
Rev. Mr. Haydon, High Wycombe (additional)........ 010 0 
Countess of Huntingdon’s Chapels atGoring andSouth |. 

Stoke, Oxon (Rev. James Hawes)...... basdadteas i 6 8 6 
Rev. ‘T. Davies and Friends, Maidenhead (addi- 

RUG): sc cea eens Sib dces bua dhs eae ks ks ewe Seka ae 
From a few Friends at Salem Chapel, New North-road. eS) eS 
Rev. J. Frost and Friends, Cotton End ............... 6.5 6 
Distress Fund, Ipswich........ee.eee: o tse eee 0eeeebss 2.0 6 
Rev. F. Islip and Friends, Kibworth, Leicestershire .. 1i3 0 
**Simall Contributions from the very Poor,’ Southwold 09.9 
Collection at the French Independent Chapel, St. 

John’s, Jersey, 4 le Or i. Be UO ae bdncateanin 8 8.6 
Rodborough Chapel, Berbice, by Rev. J. Bowrie..... ‘ 610 0 

tev. W. Jackson and Friends, Melksham............ 517 8 
Rev. T. Mays and Friends, Wigston Magna ......... 610 0 
Rev. G. Croft and Friends, Pickering ..... pi sebisedes 10 0 0 
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FAMINE IN IRELAND, 
HE COMMITTEE of the CONGREGATIONAT, 


UNION of IRELAND return their moat respectful and grate- 
ful thanks to those fiiends in England and Wales who have so 
ra om and liberally responded to their appeals on behalf of the 
amishing poor of Ireland, ‘The agents of the Union are now ac- 
tively engaged in the judicious distribution of the sums placed at 
their disposal. Wherever it is practicable, they administer relief 
in food rather than in money; and, by the aid of British benevo- 
lence, they are enabled not only to feed the huugry, but also to 
clothe the naked, large quantities of clothing having been forwarded 
to them from various parts of England. 

‘The Committee regret to state, that the sympathy and aid which 
they have already so largely and liberally shared will require to be 
generously continued for several months to come, The ravages of 
famine, and disease, and death, are extending with frightful ra- 
pidity. The people are dying in thousands; and the fearful state 
of things which was, till lately, chiefly coniined to the west and 
south-west of Llreland, is now becoming general, The province of 
Ulster, which, owing to its tenant right, its linen trade, and its in- 
dustrious Protestant population, has always become the Goshen of 
Ireland, is now involved iu the general calamity. The linen manu- 
facture is at a stand; and, as there are no public works iu that pro- 
vince, the people are dying of starvation. The Committee would, 
therefore, respectfully and earnestly eutreat the friends of humanity 
in Englapd to continue to furnish them with the means of saving 
from death the thousands who, without immediate relief, must in- 
evitably perish. 

TIMOTHY TURNER, Royal Bank, Treasurer. 
WILLIAM URWICK, Joint Secretary, 


a. ¢: & 

Amount already acknowledged ..........4.. oe ecees 2,630 11 54 
Crescent Chapel, Liverpool, per Rev, John WKelly...... 60 8 10 
Stourbridge, Rev. J. Richards ....c.cccccee éogeneuas 30 0 0 
Grosvenor-street Chapel, Manchester, Kev. Richard 

Fletcher....... siawewe sa Cae ahh wk bok wie ecasceeeseies 2 eS 
Heckmondwike, Rev. Henry Bean ..... shacsecsans + eS 
Hellensburgh. Rev. G. Wardlaw ...ccccccccccscocs , 2 0 9 
TN: BAe. SOU CPOROEE io neds ncciccnceseadeevaais 418 0 
Islington Chapel, Rev. B. 8. Hollis, per ‘* United Relief 

Association”’,..... vere rs cecesne cee kei Keaedenn cee’ 30 0 0 

Sums acknowledged at the * Patriot” Office :— 

Rev. James Baker and Friends, Crediton (moiety) ...... 015 0 
Kev. S. Morel and biiends, Litthey Baddow, Essex 

5 Tee rr Ope eS pcasectesedees isctesicaie OR. 3 
A Friend, near Nottingham ....... svvievhaseun ines C2 
Sacramental Collection, per Kev, — Klutt, Baldock .... L112 2 


Kev. B. Parsons and Friends, Ebley, Gloucestershire .. 10 0 0 
Mr. G. H. Simith..... £i 0 0 


Three Assistants.... SINTON Dire La 010 YU 


—— 110 0 
Rev, William Dichinson and Friends, Kirton, near 
Bustou.... eee eeeeeeteeeese 3 il ) 


ow - 


SENDERS, STOVES, and FIRE-IRONS.—The 
LARGEST ASSORTMENT of STOVES, KITCHEN RANGES, 
and FENDERS, as well as General lronmongery, in the worid, is 
now on Sale at WILLIAM 8, BURTON’S (late RIPPON and BL K- 
TON’S) extensive warehouses. Bright steel fenders to 4 feet, from 
30s. each; ditto ditto, with or-molu ornaments, from 60s.; rich 
bronzed scroll ditto, with steel bar, 10s. 6d. ; iron fenders, 3 feet, 4s. 
Gd., 4 feet, 63. ; ditto, bronzed, and fitced with standards, 3 feet, 9s., 
4 feet, 11ls.; wrought iron kitchen fenders, 3 feet, 4s. 6d., 4 feet, 63.; 
bright register stoves, with bronzed ornaments, and two sets of bars, 
from 953.; ditto ditto, with or-emolu ornamente:, from £9; black 
dining-rcom register stoves, 2 feet, 18s., 3 feet, 27s.; bed-room re- 
vister stoves, Z feet, 168., 3 feet, 24s. The new economical thermio 
stove, with fender and radiating hearth-plate, from £8; fire-irons 
for chambers Is, 9d, perset; handsome ditto, with cut heads, 6s. 6d.; 
newest pattern, with elegant bronzed heads, lls. A variety of fire- 
irons, With or-emol: and richly cut heads, at proportionate prices. 
Any article in the furnishing ironmongery 30 per cent. under any 
other house, The money returned for every article not approved of, 
Detailed catalogues, with engravings, sent (per post) free. 
WILLIAM S. LURTON’'S (late RIPPON and BURTON’S) stock 
general furnishing ironmongery is literally the largest in the 
world, and as no language can be employed to give a correct idea of 
its variety and extent, purchasers are invited to call and inspect it. 
—39, Oxford-street (corner of Newmanestreet), Established in 
— ‘treet, 1820. 


-_ — cent A ALLL NG a 


—- 


{TOOPING of the SHOULDERS and CON- 
TRACTION of the CHEST are enurely prevented, and gently 
aud effectually removed in Youth, and Ladies and Geatlemen, by 
the oceasional use of the IMPROVED ELASTIC CHEST EX- 
PANDER, which is light, simple, eastly applied either above of 
beneath the dress, and vorn without any uncomtortable constraint, 
or impediment to exercise, Sent per post, by Mr. ALFRED BIN- 
YON, Sole Manufacturer and Propriewor, 40, Tavistock-street, Co- 
veut-garden, London ; or full particulars, with Prices and Mode or 
Measurement, on receipt of a postage-stamp, 
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Just published, 
PREAZONS FOR NOT OBSERVING THE 


FAST, By J.P. MURSRLL. 18mo, sewed, price Sixpence. 
London: R. Yorke Ciarne and Co. 


late Hi 
55, Gracechurch-street ; J. Burton, phen dl arvey and Darton), 


Just published, price 6d., 
NHE DUTY of a CHRISTIAN PEOPLE in 


reference to the preseut Crisis; a Sermon, preached at Craven 
Chapel, London, March 24, 1847. By the Rev. J. Laironiup, D.b, 
With an account of a converted Jew who was the same day public! 
consecrated to God by the ordinance of Christian Baptism; wi 
the Confession of hie faith, 


° Wakp and Co., 27, Paternoster-row. 


owe ee 


- ee ee eee ee; 


NATIONAL BDUCATION—POPULAR LIBERTY. 
In 8vo, price One Shilling, 
I EASONS AGAINST GOVERNMENT INTER- 
FERENCE in EDUCATION ; showing the dangerous con- 
sequences of entrusting a Central Government with the Education 


of its Subjects. By an Observer of the Results of a Centralized Sya- 
tem of Education, during thirteen years’ residence in France, 


“It is written with great shrewdness and fotce; and contains 


both facts and arguments powerfully bearing on the question,”’—J. 
H. Hinton, M.A. 


* This is a masterly pamphlet.”— Baptist Magazine. 


“Itis calmly and clearly written, and places the antagonist prin- 
ciples of a voluntary and individual, and a compulsory and central 


Education, in a strong light. ‘To us these conclusions appear iudis- 
putable.”"— Leeds Mercury. 


Also, price Threepence, 
INSPECTION of SCHOOLS by the GOVERN- 
MENT. Reprinted from the Helectic Review. 
WakpD and Co., 27, Paternoster-1 ow. 


a ee ee et ee _~ — 


EXPLANATION OF TILE MINUTES OF COUNCIL ON 
EDUCATION, 
This Day is Published, 8vo., 2s, 6d. 


fHHE SCHOOL, in its relations to the STATE, 
& the CHURCH, and the CONGREGATION; being an Ex- 
planation of the Minutes of the Committee of Council on Mduca- 
tion, in August and December 1846, 
JOUN MurnRAY, Albemarle-street; and to be had of all Book- 
sellers in ‘Town and Country. 


——— — — 


This day is published, in 8vo, price 3d., 


rINHE UNCONSTITUTIONAL CHARACTER of 


the GOVERNMENT PLAN OF EDUCATION, proposed by 
the Marquis of LANSDOWNE, By the Rev, B, Parsons, 


By the same author, price 3s., 


“EDUCATION the BIRTHRIGHT of every 
HUMAN BEING,” or Education as it is, and as it ought to be. 


“MENTAL and MORAL DIGNITY of 


WOMAN.” Second Thousand. bs, 6d, 
Both highly recommended by the Press. 


“BUY the TRUTH, and SELL it NOT.” Two 


Letters to Dr. VAUGHAN, containing Reasons for not Dismissing 
the Bible from our Day-schools, 


“It speaks fearlessly and honestly, gives utterance to important 
truths in racy language, and shatters into atoms the fabric which a 
false philosophy aud unsound logic had conspired to raise.”"— Heleee 
tic Review, 


London : JOHN SNow, 35, Paternoster-row. 


ee em meee —_— Soe 


In the Press, in two volumes, 8vo, 


MEMOIR ofthe LIFE of ELIZABETH 
FRY. By Two or ner Davettters, Few works of 
biography have been anticipated with equal interest to the account 
of the life of this remarkable woman, The first volume, with a 
Portrait of Mrs. Fry at the age of eighteen, will appear in the early 
part of May, and the second as soon alter as possible. Parties de- 


sling lO possess Copies of the work may secure them by early ape 
plication tu the Publisher, 


London: CHARLES GILPIN, 5, Bishopsgate Without. 


_ — 2 ee eee Se 


Just published, in 8vo, price 10s. 6d. cloth, 


A SECOND SERIES of LECTURES. — By 
JOUN Foster, Selected from the Author's Manuscripts, and 
Kdited by J. BE. Ryland, Esq, 


*.* The first series in foolscap 8vo, second edition, price 68, 
cloth, may still be had. 


London . JACKSON and WALForD, 18, St. Paul’s Churehyard, 


— cc we eee + eee ee meee = er ee 


. Now ready, in one large volume, 8vo, price 9s, cloth, 
TAH COURSE of LECTURES delivered at 

New Broad-street Chapel, in October and November, 1816, 
By Ricuarp Wintek Hamitron, LL.D., D.D. Subject: The 
Revealed Doctrine of Rewards and Punishments, Forming. the 
Twellth Series of the Congregational Lecture. 


London: JACKSON and WALFonD, 18, St. Paul’s Churchyard, 
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LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY, 
In Svo, 7Opp., price Sixpence, 


THHE REPLY of the DIRECTORS to Dr. 


REED’'S FORMER APPEAL to the Constituents of the 
Society. 


Also, in 8vo, 3lpp., price Threepence, 


STRICTURES on the “BRIEF and FINAL 
APPEAL of Dr. REED.” By the Dikgcrons. 


London: JOHN Snow, Paternoster-row. 


oe ee ee ened scatneertnemnes maces ae 


THE LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY, 
Price One Penny, or Six Shillings, per 100, 


fNHE FINAL APPEAL to the CONSTITUENTS. 
By the Kev. Dr, Ruep. Reprinted, without the knowledge of 


the Author, by sincere friends of the Society, who desire to see its 
Reform, 


Copies sent on two stamps being enclosed, 
London: WArb and Co., 27, Paternoster-row. 


ve — - - a 
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BOOKS FOR SUNDAY-SCHOOLS OF ALL DENOMINA- 
TIONS, 
Just published by the Sunday-school Association, 


IDARABLES FROM 'THE GERMAN OF DR. 

i. A. AKUMMACHER; a new translation, 18mo.,, pp, 140, 
price Gd. in sul! covers sewed; Yd, canvass boards, Js, dd, cloth 
lettered, : 


OLD TESTAMENT BIOGRAPHY; By Miss 
Eemiy TAYLUK; second edition, l8mu., pp. 96, price 4d, in stuf 
covers sewed; Gd. iv canvass boards; Ls. cluth lettered, 


A list of other publications of the Association, will be forwarded 
on applicauou lo the decretary, the Rev. WILLIAM VIDLER, 
%, Dache's-row, Cily-road, 

To be had at the Depositories, Joun Cuarman, 12] Newgate- 
street: JouN Won, 1d lrincess-atreet, Manchester. 
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236 : She Nonconformist. [Apri 14, 


GOVERNMENT SCHEME OF EDUCATION. RITISH ANTI-STATE-CHURCH THE LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
GENERAL CONFERENCE. e B ASSOCIATION. T a very numerous MEETING of the CHURCH 
N AGGREGATE MEETING of the OPPO- TRIENNIAL CONFERENCE. and CONGREGATION, assembling at Wycliffe Chapel, 


NENTS of the MEASURE will be held in the Large Room, It having been suggested that in consequence of hreatening | specially convened, and held on MONDAY EVENING, APRIL 12 
EXETER-HALL, on THURSDAY EVENING, APRIL 15th, aepect whieh the Gisteremnens Educational os Helly hogan 3847, THOMAS FRY, Esq., Senior Deacon in the chair, the fol- 


1847. The Chair will be taken at SIX o’Clock. Dissenting Schools, the Superintendents and Teachers of euch | lowing resolutions were unanimously adopted :— 
schools should be empowered to send Delegates to the approaching That this meeting declare that they have ever felt, and still con. 
GOVERNMENT EDUCATION 8CHEME, Triennial Conference to be held in London on the 4th of May, the | tinue to feel, the most lively and unabated attachment to the prin. 


. , Executive Committee refer the frieuds of such institutions to the | ciples of the London Missionary Society; and avow thei 
PUBLIC MEETING will be held at CLAY- second and third Regulations, under which the Conference is con- pe cael adhesion to the great and holy objects it seeks to Semmens 
po sess i ao cere team a a re as affording them every facility for realising this desirable That they are deeply impressed with the belief, that the 

; opt a Petition arlia 7 t. : yee ; ’ part 
the = Samana dns § Educational ws sled NATH ANIEL. ORL ba N, i taken by their beloved minister, in the recent controversy respect. 


: ned , The following are the Regulations referred to:— ing the general management of the Society’s affairs, has been 
re yy — Tbe : gee + 9 ld a he a “ Any two delegates appointed by a meeting, congregational or coset of the most solemn and prayerful consideration, arising fa. 
Seumma at dat t Waltlanten end Raware Baines lan en - have otherwise, a convened, which shall have adopted the | a sincere and fervent desire for its stability, and greater prosperity : 
engaged to attend cities » jun., B8q » fundamental principle of the Society. andjthey hereby express, as their deliberate judgment, that the unde 
° “Any two delegates nominated in writing by one hundred per- | viating and zealous devotion displayed by him, during a long course 
ome in a city, aoeeen — or sp het. or in more » | nage in a ns its a = is the —_ refutation of the 
. we an one of these united, such parties expressly concurring | charge of ‘“‘ malevolence,” and other uncharitable im 
CES hare COMMIT TEE.—FINANCE. ‘ in the fundamental principle of the Society.”’ r sought to be cast upon him for his attempts to remedy oe dodo’ 
E COMMITTEE earnestly request the liberal F. A. COX, and to invigorate its operations. , 
Contributions of the friends of Free Education to meet the E. MIALL, | secretaries, That this Church and Congregation tender to 
necessary expenses of their increasing exertions. hey acknow- J. M. HARE, the expression of their heartfelt sympath ae ek pal oe 
the Donations in to those previously | Offices, 12, Warwick-square, Paternoster-row, under the harsh and censorious treatirent of some of his beetheuns 
advertised :-— April 7, 1847. the imputation of the weakest and the worst of motives: and the 
en ee ie “a coe ereececerecceccers es : : ; iets seq sas yp ype reflections heaped upon him ;—con- 
n » 8Q..0-- sereeces se eereeeee : ss uct, alike unworthy of Christian brethren, and of t ( 
Thomas Spalding, Esq., 2nd donation ...... 10 0 0 BRITISH ANTI-STATE-CHURCH ASSOCIATION. : in which they are oanally engaged; and if, afier Sa eee 
Rev. J. Waddington and Friends............ 5 0 0 ee ENNIAL CONFERENCE.—It is specially undisturbed harmony, aud of the warmest reciprocal affection, (sig- 
Henry Kelsall, Eeq........ say e tie’ eeeseesees 10 0 : requested by the Executive Committee that the names and | Nulized, too, as they have been, by remarkable success and minis- 
Percy Ibotson........... eercceree eecccceses ; ' 0 addresses of gentlemen adpointed to attend the Triennial Confer- terial usefulness, ) such an expression is not superfluous, they would 
MGR ddccdcteousesecs os seeeeeeweneeeeee — a ence, to-be held in London, on the 4th of May next, together with | convey to their beloved Pastor and Minister the aseurance of their 
Anonymous, a J. H. Hinton .......... 1 : a statement of the mode of their appointment, may be forwarded undiminished confidence in the purity of his intentions, and of their 
Jeaac Sharp, ee ee ee eee s immediately to the office of the Aseociation, in order that cards of | continued and increasing attachment to his person and his ministry, 
H. Newton ee eeeeeeeeseeeeeee eeoeereesreeeeeee : 3 > adir ission ma be transmitted to thein. 
?_—o ¢ * PENACE SURRSS OD ETE DSSS S EoSeh ees 9 3 0 Members of the Association intending to be present, may pro- —— 
o SUrECS, 20G SAMUEL GREEN 2 — ~ by admission on application at this office, on the 13th, LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY 
; cae , , th, or instant. : 
THOS. SPALDING, ( Finance Committes. F. A. COX, T the ANNUAL MEETING of the SHRF- 
— : " y ; E. MIALL, ? Secretaries. FIELD and ATTERCLIFFE AUXILIARY to the LON. 
here gg re an wd paid to Prag  % = the 9 gm a J. M. aut DON MISSIONARY SOCIETY, heldin Nether Chapel, on Easter 
~ ttee, at dessrs. an eys; or to Mr. J. M, Hare, at the Commit- Office: 12. Warwick- Pat apa +1 Sra. 1847 Monday, April 5th, 1847, 
ee-room, King’s Head, Poultry; to whom it is epecially requested ce: 12, Warwick-square, Paternoster-row, April 3rd, 1847. : = aaa ; 
all Post-oflice Orders may be made payable, JAMES MONTGOMERY, Esq., in the Chair, 


It was resolved unanimously, on the motion of the Rev. T, 
COLONIAL MISS:ONARY SOCIETY. Smith, A.M.; seconded by the Rev. J. H. Muir :— 
INANCIAL DIFFICULTIES. — To the 20th That this — declares its uushaken confidence in the in- 
March, 1847, the income of the Society for the year, to be re- tegrity and ability of the Directors and public officers of the Londen 
ported in May next, falls short of that for last year, to the same Missionary Society, That the wisdom and zeal with which its 
date, by £937 38. 2d. The expenditure for the two yeare will pro- rts tit s pk peso = pee eg of the warmest admiration and 
bably be nearly equal. Last year’s receipts availed to pay off about approval; Gnd thet the carsiully-tormen Judgment of ite general 


GOVERNMENT EDUCATIONAL MEASURE, 


T a numerous and influential Meeting of Dele- 

gates from the various Congregations of Dissenters in the 

Town and County of Le cester, held at the Town Hall, Leicester, 
on the 7th of April, 1817, 


> : Set : , ; pe ; ! economy, by a respectable Committee appuinted to investigate and 
H. F. COLEMAN, Esq., of Evington Hall, in the Chair, ey . ca = gu hencegge 4 a egpeakensde 4 eg 0 new | t report upon this very thing, entitles the Executive of this 
it was unanimously resolved :— Pipdlipeos angele ae plete a. : € commmnee beet com | Society to public confidence and favour. 


On the motion of the Ser. Dr. Legge, of Leicester; scconded | Pellet to place thie painful statement prominently before the publle JAMES MONTGOMERY, Chairman, 
a es aye ms a8 oe of tte ee cue me, at no former povied. ons ig for enlarged efforts in the — 
1. That this meeting consider that the education of the people | colonies so numerous and so hopeful. ) ) , » 
, lies entirely without the province of the legislature; that the Go- Contributions may be remitted to the Secretary, at the Congrega- eon nnn SOCTErY. 
verninent can have no machinery appropriate to the purpose; and | tional Library, Blomfield-street, Finsbury; or to the Treasurer, T TH ANNUAL MEETING of the DUR- 
that the experience of other countries demonstrates the tendency | J. R. Mills, Esq., at Messrs. Hankey’s, 7, Fenchurch-street, A HAM an@NORTHU MBERLANL’ ASSOCIATION of CON. 


of State Education to impair the moral and religious character, and By direction of the Committee, GREGATIONAL MINISTERS and CHURCHES, held at SUN. 
to destroy the political independence of the people. ALG.RNON WELLS, Secretary. DERLAND, on ‘TUESDAY, the 6th of APRIL, 18.7, 
On the motion 7 > ar 4 ; ae per of Lutterworth ; ai: Aa seem ae POW, Esq,, in _ in 
eeconded by C. R. Edmonds, Exq., of Leicester :— ee Ss ae 7 oe e following resolutions were unanimously adopted :— 

2. That while this meeting regard the support of any form of BRITISH ee aiak “staan Loe foes [ON OF THE 1. That this meeting expresses its grief on account of the attacks 
religion from the public funds as at once unscriptural, inexpedie nt, ‘ which have been made by Dr. Reed on the Directors of the London 
and unjust, they view with especial reprobation the plan now before MEETING for SPECIAL UNITED PRAYER | Missionary Society, respecting their management of the Society in 
Parliament for the indiscriminate support, froin such funds, of on behalf of the Jews, and toimplore the Divine Bleasing on general, and especially with respect to Tahiti, China, and the Jubi- 
schools, where the most opposite, and, therefore, the most erroneous | Christian effort for thelr Spiritual welfare will be held (p v.) on lee Fund. : 
and pernicious religious doctrines are inculcated. MONDAY Evening, APRIL 19th, in WARDOUR CHAPEL, et 2. That, ane ee oa ee and ~ replies 

" S ; CHAPEL-STREET, SOHO, at SEVEN o’Clock. An address wi vereto made by the Directors, this meeting feels itself bound to 
gy ~ Reh yg sta eae: SN be delivered by the Rev. R. ALLIOTT, LL.D. Z| express the most entire confidence in the ‘irectors, and especially 


é ; . ‘HE ANNUAL MEETING of the §S i tr f | its entire satisfaction with their mode of dealing with the question 
3. That the proposal of the Committee of Council is most uncon- x. so Hr will be held i 1 of RS DAY Bening APRIL Stee Ms of Tahiti, with the efforts t! ey have employed in leleveaten te China, 
stitutional, inasmuch as it confers powers on the Lord President | preEMASONS’ HALL, Great Queen-street. The Chair to be | and also with respect to the Jubilee Fund, 

and his colleagues which supersede the most important functions Of | taken at SIX o’Clock. Tickets may be had at the Office, No. } 3. ‘That this meeting cannot withhold its expression of deep re- 
the legislature; so that a measure involving the interests of society | Crescent-place, Blackfriars; of Messrs. Aylott and Jones, 8 Pater. | Stet on account of what it looks upon as Dr, Reed’s most unkind 
in a degree almost unprecedented is sought to be passed, not a8 @ | noster-row; Nisbet and Co., 21, Berner's-street ; Cotes, 139, Cheap- and unfounded charges against the Directors and Officers of the Soe 


bill which admits of discussion on three readings and a committal, | side; and Miller and Field, 6, Bridge-road, Lambeth. ciety, and laments them, both because of the spirit which seems to 

but on a mere motion to increase a grant which has itself been con- : have dictated them, and the tendency which they have to injnre the 

aueeee ag unconstitutional by the highest parliamentary au- ———. | interests of the much-loved Missionary Society with which this As- 
orities. ‘NE i b iation esteems it an honour to be ad. 
GENERAL PRINTING ESTABLISHMENT, _ | ®ciation ouour to be connected 


On the motion of the Rev. T. Mays, of Wigston; seconded b 4. That this meeting expresses its sympathy with the Rev. A. 

Mr. Bloodworth, of Leicester ig . . J 4, HORSE-SHOE-COURT, LUDGATE-HILL. ag ae Foreiga mpg and — the Rey. J. J. Freeman, 

: : é the Home Secretary, as the persons chietly aimed atin Dr. Reed’s 

Ce ree or tne ta cthatation uncided by eter greater hes | [YP ESSRS. C. 8. MIALL and S. COCKSHAW | unfounded aniinadversions; congratulate the Society on having two 

te ta Souileadl sphatelan fos eae sl 6 he lees whkkie a. beg to inform their friends and the public that they have such men as its Secretaries; aud assures these brethren that they 

number at PN scholars: has increased ie . still Nine wetin s purchased the Printing Business of Mr. J. Hasier, late of 4, Crane- | POSS€5S the unabated confidence and affection of the members of 
y ; 8 * | court, now removed to 4, Horse Shoe-court, Ludgate-hill, where | tis Association. 


ye eng Bow i Sister tein cneuecaied monde they execute orders for every description of printing with neatness 5. That these resolutions, signed by the Chairman in the name of 

while the uality of the education atiorded is decidedly improved and despatch. Book-Work, Catalogues, Prospectuses, Circulars, this meeting, be communicated to the Directors of the Lor dou Mis- F 
the Poult proposed by Government appears tu this meeting to be | &c., printed on the shortest notice. sionary Society. ROBERL POW, Chairman. " 
as unnecessary 43 it is unconstitutional. ¢,* The publishing office of the “ Nonconformist” and “ General 


On the motion cf the Rev, Mr. Owen, of Castle Donington ; | A¢vertiser"newspapers 1s now removed to the above address. LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
seconded by the Rev. Mr. Green, of Leicester :— T the ANNUAL MEETING of the Ministers 


5. That the Government Educational Scheme, while it would, if ENJAMIN L. GREEN (Son of ‘Rev. Gamusi and De'egates of the Churches constituting the Lanceshire 


earried out, impose an exorbitant increase of taxation, would, by the aie = cae 4 
vast number of subordinate officials it would eimploy, place a the GREEN, Walworth), late with Mr. JOHN SNOW, 35, Pater- Congregational Union, held in GROSVENOR-STREET CHAPEL, 


hands of each successive Administration an amount of patronage noster-row, begs respectfully to announce, that he has succeeded to MANCHESTER, on the 8th of April, 1847, 


most dangerous to the independence and liberties of the people. the Bookselling and Publishing business, 62, Patsrnoster-row, which JAMES CARLTON, Esgq., in the Chair, 
On the motion of the Rev. G. Gogerly, of Melton; seconded by Mr. Jaines waacpe has been compelled to relinquish on account of It was moved by the Rev. Dr, Raffles; seconded by Edward 
Mr. Alderman Nunneley, of Leicester :— eee perenne ng ee : Dawson, Esq.; and resolved unanimously :— 
; 6. That this meeting deem the Government proposal as calling B. L. GREEN invites the attention of Ministers, Students, and That the Ministers and Delegates of the Congregational Union 


for the most emphatic condemnation on the ground of its injustice, Book-buyers generally, to his valuable Stock of STANDARD | of Lanca-hire now assembled, regard it as incumbent on them to 


and its most injurious tendency with relation to the interests of WORKs, New and Second-hand, which he offers at very low prices. | express their judgment relative to the course recently taken by the 

Protestant nonconformity. ‘That it would virtually found a sub- Catalogues will be ready in a few days, and will be forwarded, | Kev. Dr. Reed, towards the Directors and Officers of the London j 
> sidiary Church Establishment, and greatly augment the influence post-free, on application, Missionary Society ; that in their judgment, it did not become Dr. : 

of the parochial clergy ; while it insults the conscientious advocates ae emer Reed, whose neglect in so many respects of his own duties as a 

of the voluntary principle by offering them a participation in funds B. L. GREEN intends to keep constantly on hand a well-selected | Director and a member of the Society has been eo clearly proved, 

which, as is well known, they cannot consistently receive. and complete assortment of EDUCATIONAL and JUVENILE | to take up the office of censor of his brethren, that such an Appeal 


WORKS, couiprising especially all the valuable Books for the | to the Constituency of the Society as Dr. Reed has made, should 


On the motion of the Rev, T. Ellery, of Leicester; seconded Young, published by Messrs. Oliphant, of Edinburgh; as also those | not have been resorted to until his whole complaint had been laid 


by Mr. J. F. Winks :— 


; of the Religious Tract Society and Sunday Echool Union. before the Board of Directors, and the hope of reform from that 

7. That regarding the proposed measure on these and many other Parents and Teachers will, it is hoped, avail themselves of the | quarter, if reform were really needed, had been found to be in vain ; 

grounds as most insidious, unjust, aud dangerous to the civil and | peculiar advantages of such a Depository. that without assuming the infallible correctness of the Directors 

religious freedom | of our country, this meeting solemnly condemn Authors are assured that B. L. Green will be ready at all times to | of any public Institution, they feel bound to say, that they regard 

it; and that a petition to the House of Co. mons, embodying the | afford them every facility for the publication of their works. the chaiges of Dr. Reed against the Society, aud especially those 

foregoing resolutions be signed by the Chairman on its behalf, and 62, Paternoster-row, London, concerning China, Tahiti, and the Jubilee Fund, as a case which, 

forwarded to John Bright, Esq., for presentation. in all its material points, has failed on examination; that looking 

On the motion of the Rev. J. Smedmore, of Leicester ; seconded to the severe scrutiny which the course of the Society has under- 
by Mr. C, Billson, and supported by the Rev.'T. Stevenson :— LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY. gone from the hands of Dr. Reed, and to its result, they rejoice in 


; : . nw ing ab 1 their iction, Missionar 
6 That a, deputation be appointed to wait upon the Prine | 'T a MEETING of ‘the COMMITTEE of the | sory never tied a positon giving ia suger ca ott 

Minister and the President of the Council, to remonstrate in the BATH AUXILIARY to the LONDON MISSIONARY | confidence, affection, and liberal support of its friends, than at this 
_ Mame of this meeting against the Government Scheme of Education, | SOCIETY, April 7th, 1847, the following resolutions were unani- | hour; and that they regard it as due, in particular to their es 


; H. F. COLEMAN, Chairman. mously adopted :— teemed brethren, the Secretaries, the Rev. Arthur ‘Tidman and the 
ie sition PEs ORES SER Nae INR AS LIAES ce Na  aa WILLIAM THOMAS BLAIR, Esq., Treasurer, in the Chair. Rev. Joseph John Freeman, to express sincere sympathy in their 
b CLAYLAND’S CHAPEL, CLAPHAM-ROAD, KENNINGTON., It was moved by W. H. Pierpoint, Esq; and seconded by ee ee ee ee ee ee 
‘ Sk will be preached in th v nll dregs | . 
y encseypey let Blhon. I April 18th, 1847 ce anes 1. That this Committee, being apprized of the very painful cir- Pg Fe -enige Pes oe me ap eae seconded by the Ber. 
T. RAFFI ES D D.. LL nf of ess mc whee @ +t Nl, will veh cumstances in which the London Missionary Socie. y is now placed, + ie ADs ROGEIVOR, WER ORS CLASRRTIONS n= 
bby ud eid of te Chapel free nag areca Sales be peabeeniens ah deem it their bounden duty to express their unalterable attachment That the Ministers and Delegates present, although not autho- 


; to that excellent Lnstitution, and toavow their entire approbation rized toexpress any opinion on behalf of the churches they re- 
Half-past Six o'clock. of the past labours of the Directors, and their confidence in the | present, and which take great interest in the prosperity of the 
— te ti and integrity of the plans they have adopted for future and | London Maa oOny Society, confidently believe that, if an — 
. a he Gd bo ryvy 4 i ° tunit r orded, I ! cur in the 
ICHARD COBDEN.—Beautiful STATUETTES, | "5*2 °P*rste mee, | preceaing revolution; and they cannot withiald the decked ox 
ag eraion © Poca, dnenset ee eee eceeree | _ _JennOwen : re: eatan. et, Ge soar ee Re aes ot Be Del Se 
They have been cast in Iron, at the celebrated Coalbrookdale Works, | 2. That this Committee desire thankfully to acknowledge the | asserting charges which have been completely refuted, and intro 
in Shropshire. The Price is £3 10s. each. ability, the zeal, the prudence, and the firmness which have dis- | ducing new statements, especially regarding the financial manage 
GEORGE and JOHN DEANE, Agents to the Coa Iprookdal | tinguished the conduct of the Rev. Arthur Tidman and the Rev. J. | ment of the Society, which, if he believed them to be true, he 
Company, openiug to the Monument, 46, King William-street, | J. Freeman, the highly esteemed Secretaries of the Parent Society ; | ought to have made in his former * Appeal,” but which are prove 
London-bridge. and while they express their sympathy with these beloved bie- | to be false by the most satisfactory explanations given in accordance 
os | EA hat thren, under the unjust reflections cast upon them by a Director of | with the Report presented by the “ Select Committee” of last year, 
APSLEY PELLATIU and Co (late Pellatt and the Society, they beg to assure them of their unabated esteem ana | and adopted without dispute at the Annual Meeting of the Society. 
4 . 
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confidence, 
Green) respectfully inform the public that, at their mannfac- It was moved by Mr. Bryant, and seconded by Mr. C ——— SS —_———— 


Godwin :— Printed by CHARLES Sertimus MIALL, of No. 55, Gracechurchi- 


tory, Holland-street, Blackfiiars, they retail GLASS, China, and 
street, in the City of London, and SaMUEL CocksHaw, of No. 48, 


Farthenware, Chandeliers, Lustres, and every variety of English 


and Foreign Ornamental Vases, ‘Tazzas, &c. Their showrooms are 3. That a copy of these resolutions be sent to the Board of Baker-street, in the parish of St. James, Clerkenwell, at No. 4 3 
equal to any in Loudon, and their stock of the most superior and Directors, to the Secretaries, and that it be inserted in the Putriot | Jyorse-slioe-court, in the parish of St. Martin Ludgate, in the 7 
approved description. Foreign orders and outfits executed with newspaper, City of London, and publ.shed, for the proprietor, by CHARLES 3 
despatch, N.B. No establishment in the City. Western Branch The Rev. William Jay, who was absent through indisposition, Serrimus MIALL, at the office, No. 4, Horse-shoe-court, Ludgates r 
58, Daker-street, Portiman-square, | expressed his cordial concurrence with the foregoing resolutions, hill,—-W BDNESDAY, ArRiL 14, 1847, ae 


n 
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